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The fllustration herewith shows the
coke ovens at Fernie, British Colum-
bia, TFernle s one of the new towns
of East Koogtenay, in southeastern
British Columnbia, which has come in-

to existence practically since the con-
struction of the Crow's Nest Pass
raflway. Near Fernfe are sltuated
vast deposits of a very fine quality of
coking coal. This industry was de-
veloped as soon as the construction
of the rallbway made ft possible to
undertake a greal industry of  this
nature, for without transportation
factifties, coal mining could not, of
course, be carried on to advantage.
Southeastern British Columbia is
rich in mineral resources, but the

Pacific railway company says of the
coal deposits of the Crow's Nest Pass:

Resides gold, copper and silver-lead,
East Kootenay also possesses what
are bhellcved to be the greatest coal
deposits in  the world, which already
have a wide reputation, both on ac-
count of the quality and the quantity
of coal extracted. These coal flelds,
which are without doubt the bestand
most  extensive undeveloped on the
continent, arve situated in the south-
east part of the district, and are tra-
versed by the Crow’s Nest Pass rall-
way. The first or eastern deposits
are rot far from the west end of the
Crow's Nest Pass, through the Rocky
Mountains, and consist of twenty
seams of coal, one above another,
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development of  these coal mines
has already commenced, and not only
13 coal supplied east and west, but
nearly 200 coke ovensg are already in
operation and thelr number whl he
largely augmented as the demand
for coal increases. In other portions
of southern Iast Kootenay are de-
posits of coal which are now being
prospected,

Agassiz xperimental Farm.

British  Columbla i3 not usually
thought of as an agricultural province,
notwithstanding the fact that there
are some very rich farming lands
there and that every year the industry
gathers volume and Lmportance. The
Dominjon government experimental
farm at Agassiz Is doing good work in
showlng what the agricultural capa-
bilities of the country are and has
drawn attention to the. fact that there
are many llnes of agricultural and
horticultural work which can be as
well or better done there under the
equable climate of the Pacific coast as
anywhere on this continent, In the
report of Superintendent Sharpe for

Coke Overs at Fernle, B.C.

coal deposits are by no means the
least important of this great undcy-
ground wealth, Years before the rail-
way was built, the existence of these
coal deposits was known, and the de-
velopment work since done has prov-
ed the great extent and enormous
vatlue of the deposits, The existence
of a high grade coking coal in this
region is of special importance, in
view of the fact that southeastern
British Columbia is a great mineral
country. possessing untold weatth in
gold, stiver, lead, copper and many
other minerals. The successful oper-
ation of many mines requires smelt-
ers, either in conucction therewith
or available at reasonable expenses
for transportation thereto. Here we
have coal and coke for smelting along
with the other minerals. A recent
publicatlion issned by the Canadian

clearly visible along the mountain
ridges and stretching to the sumimits.
Fourteen of these seams are cannel
coal, but the lower ones are anthra-
cite In thelr nature. Three of the
seams are respectively 19, 20 and 30
feet wide. Another great series of
seams Is that in the itk River Valley,
where they extend for a distance of
40 miles: they range from 3 to 30 feet
in thickness—11 seams in all. making
a total of J4S fect in thickness of coal
exposed. An analysis  and test of
these coals have been made and the
results as shown in the government
reports, prove that they compare fav-
orably with the best coals of Pennsy-
lvania. Of coking coal there s an
abundance. which is proving of great
fmportance to the smelters of British
Columbia, it belng iudispensible for
the treatinent of refractory ores. The

1809 there is a good deal of Informa-
tion about the development of these
Industries in British Columbia. The
year does not appear to have been an
entirely satisfactory one. Hay, grain,
roots and vegetables yielded fairly well
and under good demand the prices for
shese were higher than usual, but the
fruit crop was an exceedingly poor
one. Iledses and forest trees made
splendid growth. Muny eastern forest
trees such as biack waliut, sugar
maple, elm and ash are doing well on
the farm. Nut trees, such as Japan-
cxe and English walnuts, chestnuts,
almonds and filberts, which are belng
tested are doing well and some of
them have already yielded nuts,
Seventy-three varieties of oats were
tested, many of which yielded well
and produced a nlce, plump berry. in
spite of unfavorable weather. Fifty-



