Hudson’s Bay Ixpedition .

Mr, James Flshor, M. P P., having
returnod Tuesdny by the Northern
Pactfic rallway from lig trip to 1lud.
son's Stralts and Hudson's Bay, n
I'reo Press reporter walted on him
enrly in the aftornpoon, Hewas found
already ot hig desk in s offlce, but,
though bugy, he was quite willing to
outer Into converasntion respecting hiy
summor oxpedition, and to give any
Iinformation wlilch would not luvolvo
thoe discredit of publishing what his
official posltion required that le
should first reporv to the provincinl
overnment,

“I suppose,’” suld the reporter, *wo
may sy that you cenjoyed tho trip
to the north.”

“Yes," roplled Mr. IFisher, “it was
1n most enjoyablo, a8 well ns 1, nost
Interosting voyuge.”

Askidl a5 to tho length of time thoy
were on the Dinuan, Mr. Flshier wadd
thoy w=ulled from Halifax on the 3rd
of Junq, anud up til thelr roturn  to
alifax on the 7th of November they
wore never of tho ship for o single
ulght,

“Perhaps,” sadd the reporter, “you
waould by willit to mako a atatement
as to the objects of tho expedition.
and as to the geuernl results.”

To thls Mr. Flgher replied, sub.tan-
tinlly, ux foliows: ““Aw to the obfects
of the expwdition, I fancy these are
pretty well known to the public. In
the first placo. aud mainly, the expe-
dition was undertgken with the vlew
of ascertaining moroe fully the condi-
tionk of the ico In Hudson's Stralts, ¢s-
pecially In the month of Juna. and In
the faft season. In the sccond place,
the commander, who has for many
years heen the chlef officer of the fish-
cries department in the Guif of St.
Lawrenco., war lngtructad Lo examine
Into tho character and value of the
fisherles of Hudson's Bay. It was on
the question of tho ice conditions that
I was to report.”

“Ax to tho results of  the expaedl-
tion, In 20 far as that question s cqn-
cernxl,” Mr. Flsher went on to say,
“X bave tho fecling that wntit Tinake
wy report to tho government of the
province, I ought to confine any re-
marks in the meantimo to & state-
ment of actunl facts upon any ques-
tion put to mc. without offering any
apinlon ax to the probable length of
the perlod of navization, It is proba-
Wy known already to tho readers of
your paper that we were heset a con-
siderablo timo in thi: Ice on the La-
vrador coast, beforo reaching the en-
tiance to Hudson'’s stradts, Itis kuown
also that we entered the Stralts on
22nd June. 1 wmay say that at the
entrance and for some distance up
the Stralts there was practically no
ce. We stcamesd in =omewhat about
30 1mlles withont meeting iee, | ox-
cept such as o strong ship llke  the
*Diana’™ could pass through without
difficulty. On the 23rd in the after-
noon we cime up Lo the close pack
of hieavy drift fce, amd we cruised up
and dowa In front of the pack that
cvenlng and 1 think all next Jday look-
Ing for an opening through it. ¥ind-
lug none it was determined—I  think
thig was on the morning of 25th June
—to enter the pack and endeavor to
forci: a passage through it. This was
found lmposulble after we once ot
into It, and we were closely beset in
1t from that time until abaut the 10th
of Jfuly. For the greater part of that
time the ship  wax algolutely  Leld.
fest, 80 as to make progress wholly
mpossible. At times, under the hufiu-
once of tho outg(ﬂng thle the lce
glackened @ little and we stenmed on
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for a short thme. Dut on such occa-
slons very Hittle progress was mude,
Up to the 10th of July we hal, 1t s
true, mude somoe progress Inwards fo
our course Yhrough the Stralis, Per-
haps we had made 70 or 80 mites al-
together, but mueh the greaterdporvt
of thilg progress had been made not
under steam, but by a current that
wan carrying tho fee and the ship -
bodded In 16 up  the Straity to the
Northwest."”

“ls there, then, n patural cuerrent
of this kind always found fn  the

Straltg ?”

“Cortalnly we found such n cur-
ront,” satd Mr. Flahoer, “and there ls
apparently evidesnce thnt usually 4 is
foutd there. That 1y, there appears
to e o natural current  of  more
or less  strength  golng  Inwards
ot tho north glde of the stralts and
outwards on the south slde, But it
must bo understood that this current
{8 preatly affected by tho winds, and
it s alec vory couslderably uffectod
by the tides. For Instance, & gouth.
cadt wind, wiielh then bappened to
prevall, had the cffect of Intensifylug
the Inwarl current, and at the same
timo of tightening the Ice, Agaln, the
tide, which 18 very high there, rising
and falilag nbout 30 feet, had its
offeet, Tho Ingolng tide ncreaged the
current and tightened the ice, The
outgolng tlde tendend to loosen 1t a
lHttle, awd occasionally, under the
Influence of that tide, we actunlly
drifted back a little, but on the whole
the drift of the ship durlng tvs  Im-
prisonment in the fee was Inwards,
and towards tho morth shore?

“Theon the comditions, 1 suppose,
had changed before yon were releis.
ed?” sugpested thie reporter,

“Exactly 80, replied Mr. Fisher;
“tho wind haqd, if 1 romomber 1ight,
changed to westerly or north-west-
crly, causing the ice to spread abroad,
leaving it, of conrse, much Jooser. I
think it was on the 10th of July
we were first able to make any roeal
progress through it. On the 13, T
think, it was, wo got clenr of the
pack, and on the 12th  we passed
throngh tho straitgs into Hudson's
Bay.”

“Ag alrcady stated in the columus
of the Free Press, we inaude the re.
turn passage  throngh  the strabts
with the least possible delay, making
anly the necessary halts to land the
members of the geological party whn
had gone up with ug to the steaits,
A8 soon as wo combleted the return
passage through the straits we turn.-
o in at once to make another Rk
age and retura, and  we completed
the fourth passage—that Is two cach
way—on the niglit of July 27

*“XWasx the ship held fast in the ice
at any time after the ficst trip in-
wardg?”

*“No; we were not held (ast in auy
of these later pas:ages. We certainly
caw much ice at thned, in fact cevery
day it was in sight and around us, nud
sometimos It was hieavy, thick ce, hut
generally guite loore o that we bad
no difffculty in parslag through it. Of
course It wag necessary at times to
slow down in speed, but practically the
fce was not &uch as to be a serioua
obstacle to the progress of the *“Di-
anaJ”

“Ierhiaps T ought to say that in our
firct return  passage  through  the
stralts we attemnted to reach  the
const of Balflin's Land ncar the ent-
rance of the channel where Dr. B
was degirouz of Ianding with hizsparty.
But on approaching the cast cnd of
Salishury Ieland, on the 15th of July.
I think. we met agaln with the heavy
pnek of lce which euddenly closed
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around us ug fast us over and wo had
fenrs of another long Imprisonmeut.
Fortonntely, however, & favorable
movement in the lce took place which
senttored It just as suddenly as it had
closd on us; the “Dlmw” made a
hasty retrent aud no further attempt
was made to reach that const.”

“Did you after the end of July meet
with any jee?”

“None to gpenh of,” salil Mr. Flsher.
“We went up into Cumberlund Sound
ap tar as the Arctie clrele, reaching
that Iatitwde on 15th August. We
found no fce there. Returning we went
Into Hudsou's Straits again, I think
on 21st August, and poswsed through
the straltd and bay to the harbor of
Chureinil. On this voyage we went up
once more towards the nturtlnvesterly
part of the stralts to :€3 the condi-
tion of thou fee, I any cexlsted to
the north of Salisbury lsland. Here
we saw a body  of Jee  extending
northerly and northwesteorly towards
Baffin's Laud and FFox channel. But
woe cid not sttompt to enter 11, 2
it Hd not lte in the wiay of a clear
parenge to Churchill, In our last voy-
age through the Straits, as you avo
aware. wo kaw no ice whatever, \We
passxd out ol tho Stralts on the S0th
Octuber, It was hopad thnt we conld
have remained In tiye west end of the
Stialts till ot least the 1st of No-
vember, hut heavy sveather and es-
peandly tho prevalence of revere siow-
storms, determined the commander to
leave o few daye carlier. Thaere was
also sufficient frogt to make it ex-
tremely difficuit to work the  ship.
tnder heavy windg and & heavy sca
washing over tho decks, iee acenmu-
lntxl on tho deck and in the rupes
and rigglng generally. Not that the
cold was extromely scevere. I think the
lowest temperature was 18 degrees of
frost. or 14 above zero”

“Were the harbors frozen over at
thisx time?"”

“No. we were in the Douglass har-
bour. on the routh side of tho Straits,
and gromothing more than half-way up
towards the west ond. on the 29th
Qctober, and It was st entlrely open.
The ponds of fresh water on the land
weres then frozen »old.”

“What about the ‘unip® in the jco
that the Diana sustalued, and where
Aid it happen?”

“Thix happensd near Big Isliand, on
the north shoro, about hadfl way up
the Stralt, Yes. 1t was o serious nip
—or rather, (6 put tho ship in serl-
ous peril, and wo did not know ot

whit moment wo might have to ab-
andon the vessel and tak: to the ice.
Thero was pressure of this kiwd for
two duys, T think, the 1irst and fourth
of July. Fortunately. howoever, we es-
caped withont actual mishap to any
of ux. True, tho ship sulfered consld-
erably from the pressure, but not so
as to unfit hier to procoed on the voy-
ﬂ&:c." .

“I suppose that you met with «
good many of the natives?”

“Yox, wosaw something of the BEs-
kimo. and I would be glad to tell you
about them. but I am afrald it would
be too long o statoment for the pres-
cnt,”

“You see,” sald Myr. YFisher, in con-
cluddon. “that I have given this state-
ment hurriclly. without referning to
my records. but I have uo doabt 1 hiave
given you the dntes correctly from rec-
ollection.”

‘The new llcense act in the territorits
allows wholesale druggists to sell a'-
cohol In quantities not exceeding five
gallons, to rotall druggists and phy-
siclans, The B bas not Leen finaliy
passed yet,



