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MANUAL, ON THE OFFICE AND DUTIER OF
BAILIFFS IN THE DIVISION COURTS.

(For the Law Journal.—By V.)
CONTINUED FRON PAGE 143.

Daulics in Court.—It is within the province of
each Judge to regulate, subject to the express pro-
visions of the Act of Patliament and Rules, the
form and mode of conducting business in open
Court before him.  But uniformity in the business
of these Courts is greatly to be desired, und unless
otherwise directed by the Judge, Bailifls may with
propriety follow the subjoincd directions for their
guidance.

There is no rcason why business should not be
conducted in the Division Court with as much re-
gard to order and propriety as in the Superior
Courts.

“The apcedy despatch of business,” observed the
Judge of the County of Simcoe in a “paper” issued
for the information of the officers of his Courts,  is
an important clement in the Constitution of Courts
of Summary Jurisdiction—to sccure it, business
must be gone through on an uniform and regular
system ; where two or three hundred cases appear
on the Cause-List, even half a minute lost in every
case will protract a Court for hours—to the great
inconvenience of parties whose causes are entered
low on the List—which a proper economy of time
would save, to be used in the more important busi-
ness of hearing disputed causes.

¢ The ordinary routine business must be accom-
plished in the shortest possible time, and by proper
attention on the part of the officers this may be
speedily done. T would not have any indccent
haste exhibited, nor should there, on the other
hand, be be a single moment lost which discipline
can save. The public are disposed to form their
opinion of an officer’s efficiency mainly from what
is scen of him in the public discharge of his duties ;
and next in value to competence seems public con-
fidence in the officer’sability. “Take pains, there-
fore,” (Judge Gowan adds) “to prepare yourself
for the business of the sittings, and you will be
able to create a favorable impression on the public,
and will have attended to my wishes and order.”

On the day named for holding the Court, the
Bailiff should see that all necessary preparations
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have been made in the place appointed, making
the most 0" such conveniences as there are for the
suitable accommodation of the Court and the pub-
lic;[1] and he should be careful to be punctual
himself in attendance at the proper hour.  Should
the Judge be prevented from attending at the hour
appointed, che Bailiff, as well as all others con-
cerned, should remain and be at once prepared to
go on with business when the Judge makes his
appearance, According to the 7th section of the
D. C. Act it is provided that if the Judge does not
arrive before eight o’clock in the afternoon of the
day appointed for the Court, that the Court shall
adjourn to the following day, and so on from day
to day until the Judge shall arrive to open the Court
or give direction concerning it. After the Judge
has taken his seat and given orders for opening
the Court, the Bailift, being at his post, opens the
Court by proclamation to the following effect :—

Proclamation on Opening Court.

Hear ye! Hear ya! All persons who have anything to do
at tlas Division Court for the County of , NOW
here holden, let them draw near and give their attendance,
and they shall be heard.—God save the Queen!

After the Court has been opened, it is usual and
convenient in the first place to swear the Bailiff as
to the due execution of the confession taken before,
him, and this he should be prepared promptly to
attend to when called on by the Judge ; he should
also be prepared with his book or his list in which
the services are noted, so as to be able at once to
refer to any case, and offer such explanations as to
the time or mode of service as may be required of
him.,

{1] The following obzervations from the Law Journal, Val. I, page 101, are
very nuch to the point s~

It is necesAary wuder existing circumdances for officers 1o 1e8art 1o every
cxpedient. in remote Divisions. 10 give the room accupicd for a Court nuy thing
like & respeetndle appearance. atd o suit the armugcments to the olyeet< an
hanl=the holding u Court in a decent and onderly uannier, with as much
comfurt fs pussilie to seitors. Witnesses aud officerse The countny waick
denies the nieans of supplying suitable convenicnce 1o an infesior Court, while
it extends it to Supenior, Courts. 18 not based on any correet pruciple ; 1as ot
ceozomy; it is indelensible parsimony.  We hope before loug to see the matter
of accanundation for the D, C.2s tnhen up by the Legiature’s anthe meantuume
officera must do the best they can towards convenient accoimnodation. I two
or three of the Courts in the County of Sinicoc, = imovenble miling of a cheap
description is put up in the roonm nsed, aund really serves an excellent purpose,
We will uot astempt 10 set down the * specification.? but perhaps one of the
Bailiffs of these Courts taght 1 oty colunins give a hint 10 lus brother Badufs
clsevwhere that migint be useful.? ) 3 .

n Judge Gowan’s instructions to eficers is the following dircetion 31—

«*The following onder of things in the Court=romin arrangeiucnt should. when
practicalie. be observed 3 The Judge?s seat 1o b go placed that he can be heard,
when speaking in anordinary tone, by the suitors assemnbled,  The Clerk?s place
close 10 the Judge’s sewt, sothat \iu- hooks and pupers may be arranged cuuve.
niently at_his hand out of the way of being 1aken up or interfered with by
others, Directly facing the Judge. and rufliciently close to perunt his readily
hearing persons theretrom, a pluce shwnld be enclosed whereinthe partics und
their wititesscs may he free fromn pressire of the crowd, whitie their cause is
being heard. 'l‘hc%luihlr's position should be close to the enclosure for partica,
Should there be & Jury case, scats ure to Le placed for the Jury conveinert 10
the Judge’s scat—and whenever tarristers or attornies attend on behalf of
suitorn, 8 place rhouid be teservod for them from which they can conveniently
confer with their clients.?



