
6.1 Con dcimed Sermon i u - ae

cepting the clergyman and the burgiar, of whlomn the former isstl
r oled up ait the bottomn ofthe condiŽmned pewv, iwhilst the eyes of
the latter are w;îndering round the chapel, and one of themn is oc-
casionally winked, inpudently, ait some acquaitance aamongst
the prisoners fur trial. At length tie Ozd(inztry pauses .aînd then,
in a dee) ltne, îvhich thougli hardly atiove a %i hisper, is audible
to ail, says-'ý Now toyou, my poor felloiw mortals, î%'ho are about
to suifer the awful penaîlty ai'the mI.v.' But %why should 1 repeat
the whole ? it is enough to say, that in the saîme solerrin tone he
talkis for about ten minutes, of crimes, i)unislimerits, bonds,shame,
ignorniay, sorrowv, sutferings, ivretchedness, pangs, childless pa-
rents, wiîlov., and belpless orplîans, broken aînd contrite he.irt@,
and death to-morrow morninrgfbr the benielit of society. WVhat
biappiness ? Tfhe (Iying men are dreadfully agitated. The young
steailer in a dwelling liouse no longer hais the least pretence Io
bravery. [le grasps the backi of the pew ; bis legs give sviy ; he
îztters a faint groan, amnd sinks on the floor. WVhy does not une
stir to bielp lîjîn? %Wi-ere %vould be the use ? The hardened burg-
lar moves not, nor does he speak ; but his face is of ashy paleness;
nnd, if you look caîrefully, you rnay sec bluod tricklin., from hiig
hip, wbich he bias bitten unconsciously, from raige, or (o rouse
is fainting, courage. The poor sheep-steaîler is in a pdarensy.

Fie throws bis bands faîr from hirn andi shouts zioud, ' !-Mercy,
good Lord ! mercy is ail 1 atk. The Lord in bis mercy corne!
There ! there! I see tite Lamab of God ! Oh ! how haappy ! Oh!
this is happy '-eohlthe clergyman, stili bent into, the
form of a sleeping dog, struggl os violently -bis feet, legs, hands,
and arms even the muscles of bis back, move witb quick jerking
motion, not naturally, but, as it were, like the affected part of a
galvarîized corpse. Suddenly he uttersa short sharp screaim, and
ail is stili. The silence Is short. As the Orninary proceeds 1 to
coTiclude,' the women set up a yelI, which is mixed with a rust-
ling noise, occasioned by the remnoval of those ivhose hysterics
have ended in faîinting. The keeper tries to appear unmoved
but bis eyes, wander anxmously over the combustible asssembly.
The children round the communion table stare and gape ivith
clildish wonder.-The twvo masses of prisoners for trial undulate
and slightly murmur ; whiie the capital convicts, who ivere lately
in (bat black pewv, appear Ciint with émotion. 'Tbis exhibition
lasts, for some minutes, and tiien the congregation disperses ; the
condeinned retu rning to the celis ; the forger carried by turnlieys;
the youth sobbing aloud convulsiveIy, ais a passionate child ; the
burgiair muttering curses ani savaîge expressions af defiance
wbilst the poor sheep-steaier shakes bands witb the tîîrnkeys,
whisties merrily, and points upiwards %vith madness in luis look."


