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; SATURDAY MORNING. API!L 10.
Prosperity on the Way

' A dofinite proof that business con-
! ditions in the United States and Can-

~ #Ma are on theé mend is to be found in

i the current issue of that remarkable
' Dublication. The Saturday Evening
Post. :

For the last two weeks this maga-
zine has been of an unprecedented size
owing to the enormous amount of
mational advertising which it carries,
and there is no better barometer of
business conditions than the advertis-
ing which appears in newspapers and
magazines, - . ;

Merchants and manufacturers al
over the States and Canada are realiz-

' img that. the purchasing power of the

Public is rapidly coming back to nor-
mal, and they are hastening to lay
thelr wares before the world /1t is
interesting to note that a large propor-
tion of the articles advertised are
something more than mere necessities;
motor cars, material for decorating
hemes, the latest things in wearing

apiparel for mén and women, tobacco,
| cMhdies and other luxuries are ex-
 tensively displayed. -
. Everyone realizes that the war must
. #oon be over, and that Canada will
' «xme out of it immeasurably stronger
. than she ever was before. We have

established ourselves as a nation that
' must be reckoned with in the future
history of the world: and it needs only
energy and co-operation on the part of
- our people to Place us in our sightful
. Position among the foremowt of com-
' mercial powers.

The Tax Rate

With a tax rate of 22.85 mills on the
i dollar the board of control can very
{ well Justify  its report to the ciwy
: eouncil. Another mill has to be added

‘M to this for the benefit of the provin-

clal government, but the city 14 not re-
' spogwible for this extra levy. There is
i notiing in the size of the rate to cause
; comysaint during a erisis such as the
: War has precipitated, and considering
i also the legacies that have been left
over year after year to be deait with
. by subsequent councils for many years
| past. There should be an end once
. for all of thege postponements, and if,
. Mayor Church gets the policy adopted
; of paying ax we go he will have done
. more dor the city than many more
highly applauded men., /

1t should not be forgotten in con-
sidering the tax rate that if Toronto
Wag assessed according o the Assess-
ment Act the rate would only be about
18 mills instead of 23.85. The provin.
clal governmerit is the body that suf-
fers most by the present violation of

- the act. The government asks for one

. mill on the dollar, but it will only get
seven-tenths of a mill, plus the col-
lection on property otherwise ex~
empted by the city, Some day these
compiications will lead to aotion by

| the attorney-general - or some other
power, and the Assessment Act will be
administered as it reads, and all Pro-

. perty will be assessed at fdts actual
value,

Sixteen mills on the dollar is no
heavy rate for Toronto, and the city
council should see that no further of-
fort is made 1o prevent business being
donc as usual,

An Arbitration Lemon

Artitration proceedings have nearly
always proved to be a miserable im-
position upon 'the city., The only ex-
ceptions have been where lands expro-
priated have been the property of
Lionorable owners who placed what
they belleved to be a fair value on
their land. The well-known process
of arbitration is to split the difference
belween what the city offers and the
owner asks. As all parties are sup-
posed to be aware of \is, the owner,
unless he is honest, asks twice as
miich as he believes he is entitled to,
and the city offers half what is X~
pected to be paid, The arbitrator then
splits the difference and charges g
fat commission for this skilful opera-
tion, The variations upon ‘this plan
are wo slight as scarcely to be worth
mention

=arybody knows how the city ought |
to purchase property, but for ﬂumnf

reasou the city hall administration
refusos (0 do what every large firm
pracorporaiin. does, It the city

wanted to buy the mystery block at
Cariton and Yonge streets the officials
concerned, acting under orders from
the board of control or some other
authority, would have hired a brass
band and visited every owner, and
after explaining the city’s object, asked
at what price the property. could be
bought. That, however, is not the
way in which the mystery block was
acquired by its present owners.

The mayor is to be commended for
his stand agdinst the arbitration
award for the Miller property on Duf-
ferin street, There are four acres and
the "arbitrator thinks the city should
pay $16,000 an acre for the privilege
of turning them into a playground. The
Alexandra Park on Bathurst street,
eontaining. eight acres cost $80,000,
and the idea that land out at St. Clair
avenue and Dufferin street is worth
more shows. less what land values are;
‘than “iow very unreliable in his judg-
ment an arbitrator can be.

' Why i§ the whole ccurt of revision
not made the arbitration court for the
city? Mr. Drayton does not monopol-~
ize the whole knowledge and experi-
ence of the court, and some of his
recent decisions would have made
@ hockey or rugby crowd chase him
off the field.

The city is not bound to accept the
present decislon, and it would be
well-advised to reject it, and buy elgs-
where, The ground in question lies in
a hollow and is not specially desirable
for park purposes. _There are other
parcels of land available on which
options could be obtained at more
reasonable terms,

Another point in tais connection is
obvious. . If the city had a proper
metropolitan area under regulation
park sites and other land required for
municipal purposes could be acquired
ahead of settlement ‘and much
money could be saved to the
taxpayers. This must come eventu-
ally, but much sooner,’ and im-
mediately if possible, there must be
some change in the arbitration me-
thods by which the city is stuck every
now and again with a decision which
ought to make the official arbitrator
blush,

This Waiting War.
Some critical experts in war are
getting impatient at the course of the
campaign in ‘western Europe. They
are inclined to describe it by the de-
finition Pope gave of the Alexandrine,
“which like a wounded snake drawf its
slow length along.” Because spring
bhas arrived and the great forward
movement of the allies has not begun
they express doubt whether it will ever
mature, and even hint the'war may end
In a stalemate with Germany keeping
what it now holds of Belgium ‘and
porthern France. This seems to be in
accordance, too, with the German idea
after eight months of campaigning, It
is not at all unlikely that Germany
and her allles would welcome the
close of the war by an arrangement of

that nature, in effect a substantial
success, if not o declsive as Germans
anticipated, but at least a stage fur-
ther towards the goal. y

Critics who judge after that fashion
Permit their impatience to lead or
mislead .their judgwent. Prohably at
the cost of a vast expenditure of life,
the French, Belgian and British forces
could commence and pursue an'ag-
gressive campaign that would end
with hurling the Huns back into taeir
own territory. It might be attempted
even at that wefe there less cvidence
of co-operation among the allies in the
west and Russia ic the east. All the
allied commanders have shown them-
selves possessed of large patience.
They have known how to 'wait and they
are not going to put the advantage
they hold in jeopardy by any forward
movement too. premature to yield de-
cisive results. The war is costing
much money, but lives uré of greater
value, and if delay will reduce the toll
taken of the young and brave it will
not be condemned,

BRITISH TORPEDOED
OWN BATTLESHIPS?

Ocean and Irresistible Report-
ed Destroyed to Prevent
Capture.,

LONDON, March 30~Private ad-
vices have been received here from
the Dardanelles to the effect that the
British battleships Ocean and Irresis-
tible, sunk during the bombardment
of the Turkish fortifications on March

18, were torpedoed by British war-
ships after they had been damageq
badly by the fire of the Turkish forts,

Information from eye-witnesses of |

the battle is that after the Irresistible
was struck amidships oy Turkish
shells, “one of our craft finished her
with a torpedo.”” The fate of the
Ocean, it is said, was simflar| Hav.
ing struck a2 mine which almost
wrecked her, “she was despatched by
a British torpedo.”

It is said this agtion was -taken to
prevent the helpless battieships from
drifting ashore, where they might
have fallen into the hands of the
Turks.

The statement of the British Ad-
miralty said that the Irresistible “sank,
having probably struck a mine,” and
that the Ocean, “also having stiuck g
mine, sank.”

Thin People
Can Ing__re_a;e. Weight

Thin men and women who would like
to increase their weight with 10 or 15
pounds of healthy, “stay there” fat
should try eating a little Sargol with
their meals for a while And note results,
Here is a good test worth trying. First
weigh yourself and measure yourself.

l—one tablet with every

weeks. Then weigh and

ineasure again, It fsn’t A question of

how you 100k or feel or What your friends

say and think. The scales and the tape

1l their own story, and

) man or woman ¢an easily

add from five to eight pounds in the first

fourteen days by following this simple

direction. And; best of all, the new flesh
stays put.

Sargol does not of itself make fat, but,
mixing with your food, it turns the
.utnrs’ a:ond 1s!tla.rchea of what you have
eaten Into rich, ripe, fat-producl nour-
ishment the tissues and bl:o‘l—m-

easily-assimilated ¢,
can readily accept, mﬁ ion

t now passes from your
body as waste. But Sargol stops the
waste, and does It quickly, and makes
the fat-producing contents of the very
same meals you are eating now develop
pounds and pounds of healthy flesh be-
tween your skin and bones. Sargol is
safe, pleasant, efficient and inexpensive.
All leading druggists in Toronto and yi-
cinity sell it in large boxes—forty tablets
o a & guaran weight
1mmm -y
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Hhavy Conitioiiting Khoue o
Begin on Toronto-Hamil-
ton Highway.

AN ARMY OF WORKMEN
Employment Office Wil Pro-
. Grading:and Building. -

| s

- Agtifities are about to commence
on; the Toronto-Hamilton hichv'm;
WItli ‘the spring break-up, Prepara-
tions are now being made by Chiet
Engineer H. 8. Van Scoyoc, to begin
the actual heavy. construction work

within the week. A large number of | the

men will be employed and small loco-
motives and trains of dump cars will
be put. into commission. & %

To thoroly handle the work from
the labor point of view an employ-
ment office will be opened on Scott
street, and in‘ addition to the winter'
camps at Clarkson’s and Burlington,
new ones will be struck at points four
miles west of ’s, four miles
east of Oakville, one in Oakville
proper and another four miles to the
west, Accommodation. will be Ppro-
vided for 1000 men.

Eighty Steel Cars.

The new railway wiil call for eighty

steel cars and fifteen miles of track-

age, and access will be had to the|$
G.T.R or lake points. The cars will |

bec made in Canada aftér an originaj
design of the commission engineer’s,
and will hold 1% cubic yards of earth
which can be Mandled dquickly, Ac-
cording to estimate, this work will
cost. $60,000 less than by employing
ordinary means. ’
Freight tonnage will reach 250,000,
and 200 teams will be needed to, haul
the mu.eﬂ% culverts, etc,
The method of employment will in-
clude all municipalities interested, and
each will have their own men at work,
according to their share in the enter-
prise.
Since the special bill was passed
in the legislature the commisgion is
and the work of finan.
more broadly and re-
Sponsors of the bill who
bore all the responsibility until the
present,

NINE CASES READY
FOR THE ASSIZES

Spring Session Opens Mon-
day and Important Argy-
ments Will Be Heard.

S ————

Nine cases are docketed to be tried
in the spring criminal assizes which
oben on Monday, lor Boyd
will preside. The lists are: Emil Ner-
lich. high treason; Dr. B, Roy Tyre;
murder: Dr. Tyrer and Alex. McCor-
;modal;. conspiracy to commit a Ser-
ous offence: Harry Asher, attempted
murder; McCutcheon Bros, and M.
Cook. conspiracy to defraud
lic: Leo Cole and Albert
tempted offence againsta o | &
Basgen, mansiaughter: Burriil Thomp-

br P Gn‘ o

MILITARY TRAINING ASSOCIA-
s TION. PRV

Clinton cotpy of the Torontg Military
Training Association met Essex corps
in & rifle match gt McGregor-Me-
Intyres’ range, in which Clinton corps

of the survivi

a difficulty as to the
‘partner: in |
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STARTS NEW LODGE.
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