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dently this is the view which the
and eloquent Dr Locke takes of
duties. The increase in. patronage.
something enormous since he took
‘of the libraries and began to

e’ the branches. There has
lately been a controversy about the
central library, many having had the
idea that it was neglected. if not
closed up, in favor of the new refer-
ence library and branch on Colleze
street. It was news to some that the
central library on Church street was
better stocked with books than ever,

. and that there .were more facilities
for getting new books and referring to
'pld ones, than in the past.

i One of the jmprovements of the lJast
year is the withdrawal of over 13,000
books from the fiction department.

~ These are volumes out of date, going
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1| back to 1888, no longer read, but valu-

~able for circulation elsewhere. Over
80,000 have been added by purchase
and presentation. In all 1,186,012 books
+have been used during the year, and
the intelligence of the citizens has no
doubt gone up several degrees in con-
sequence, No: fewer than 18,677 new
borrowers were added during the year,
gnd this is probably the best tribute
to the library that can be produced.
In connection with the library the
‘very valuable historical collection 'of
drawings and paintings made by Mr.
John Ross Robertson, which is on ex-
hibition free to visitors on the main
floor of the.reference library, attract-
ed 12,642 persons. In times that are
@s historic as any the British race has
Seen, a collection of this kind will
Mndlev'the finest instincts and the
highest patriotism in those who. visit
it and give it study. ;
The library has also done wvaluable
vo-operation work in sending volumes
withdrawn from the . circulating
ghelves to Dr. Grenfell’'s mission in
Labrador, to the House of Industry
the House of Providerce,  the Jail
' Farm, the City Jail, the Boys’ Domin-
fon, the Y.M.C.A. camp reading room,
and other camp reading rooms, and to
various missions. senitaria and set-
tlements. : ; ;
$till another activity of wide-spread
Saerest s the. children’s story teiling
movement. Those who have not
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midable to be easily overcome. But

if 4t s solved and the invading army
comes within fighting distance 6f ‘the
canal its situation will be critical in
the extreme. On the eastern side of
the waterway the water is undrink-
‘able. - The only water lies tn front
and between the invaders and that
water stand the imperial forces as-
signed to the defence 6f Egypt. To
save itself from the agonies of thirst
‘the Turkish army. says Mr. Renwick,
must effect a crossing within twenty-
four hours. If it fails its awful fate
will be to retreat over the desert with
water ten days’ h away. That
knowledge may incite to the most
desperate of attacks, but no doubt
exigts that the imperial forces will
prove competent for their work
They will be aided too by the power-
ful guns of the warships patrolli
Probably nowhétre within the fields
of war is there présented so striking
a picture of the extent and might of
the British Empire as is given in
Egypt. From the motherland are of-
ficers and men of the regular army
and of the yeomanry and territorials,
of whom a whole division from Lan-
cashire is at the front. There are

Sikhs, Ghurkas, and Pungabs from

India, as ‘well as several Imperial Ser-
vice Corps, the fine soldiers of many
of the states whose rajahs have sent
them' to  fight in the battles for the
empire. Aligned with them are the
contingents from  Australia and New
Zealand, described as men of magnifi-
cent physique, and lastly ‘there are the
native Egyptian and Sudanese troops.
Most of these soldiers are accustomed
to the .climatic conditions ‘they find
in Egypt and their presence has com-
pletely reassured the people who seem
to have been little, if at all, affected
by the efforts of the German agents
to create a panic and foment dis-
loyalty,

Ontario Safety League

During the first ‘year of 'its exist~
ence the Ontario Safety. League has
done much excellent work in further-
ance of the cbjects it was constituted
to acoomplish. That work has been
almost entirely educational, for the
matter of protecting the public from
itself ia of ocourse very different from
that of dealing with an organised body
of workmeén who oan be eompelled to

“Justice’ Middleton evidently

| thinks bail shonid be granted in such | Skas
ca.es, a5 he his allowed ball in Rex|
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dered judgment ot ‘Mr.

reported in the Ontario Weekly Notes
of December 26, 1914, Volume 8§, No.|
16 &t page 487, and his judgment reads

as tollqws:

Charge of treason. Application on be-
half: of the prisoner for bail. T. H.
Lennox, K.C., for the prisoner. Ed-
ward Bayly, K.C., for the crown.
Lennox; J.: The prisoner is a Rus-
sian, gaid to’ be well educated and of
good antécedents apd character. He
is awaiting his trial upon a. charge of
treason, founded, it is alleged, upon
his aiding and abetting the King's

eénemies in an attempt to leave Can-

ada. It is argued that he is:clearly
not guilty, but. he having been com-
mitted. I must assume that there is
at least a prima facie case, and Je
is charged with the commission of a
capital offence of the gravest char-
acter known to the law. It is not an
extraditable offence; and if, it should
turn out that he is guilty—an enemy
of the crown—there is no money com-
pensation which could Jpe regarded as
the equivalent of the public injury re-
sulting from' his escape. He is of ‘the
nationality of one of our great allies.
Substantial bail has been offered, and
I dm inclined to believe that the ap:
plication iz made .in good faith, and
that he would await his trial. But this
is a time of war, a time of great na-
tional stress and peril, when no
chances should be taken; and, upon
the whole, I do not think it prudent
to accede to the application. The case

can be brought-to trflal in January,
The application is refused. I make
no aorder as to costs.
5 Justice. »
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ion. '
; in Chambers. Dec. 17,
| 1914, Rex. v. Rowens. Criminal law.
_application  for bail, state of war.
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-According to reports from nine rural
regiments in the. second military di-
vision, out of 28 officers and 970 men
required for the third contingent, all
the officers and 695 men have been
recruited. : S i

The 10 officers wiho are being train=

ed by Major W. P, Butcher for mus-’

structors are as follows: Ma-
m.hi Turnbull, Major J. H, Por-
O aata, Liotts, W I Heases weo:
euts. % 3 3
Anﬂ‘;:ewa'ﬂ':wski; Gibson, Boyce and

Lieut. A. B, Duncanson of the Gov-
ernor-General’'s Body Guard has been
promoted to acting adjfgant; Lieut. G.
C. Nixon to assistant tant, Ldeut.
C, A. Moss to assistant paymaster,
Lieut. A. . Allan to assistant quar-
termaster. ; :

There appears likely to be g little
trouble In the ranks of the o
Guards owing to the cal off of the

de and drill which was t6 have

h at their armories on Wed-

day. Lieut.-Col. W. T. Stewart: {s
ghly Indignant at the statement
hich appeared in the evening pap-
ers stating .that-the parade was can-

celed, which resulted in only 500 being |

present. d
ject to Vaccinatien.
The Nafional Anti-Vac¢eination Lea-
gue of mggn‘ I%nth.nd. hvop;g: cl;-;
to Fonto warning e
Szu serious effect of vaccination, de-

claring that a soldier died after in-.

noculation. The cireular statés
Lord Haldane said th.t “there are no
regulations compelling; officers and
wmen of the territorial forces to be vac-
cinated.” e

Lieut.-Col. J. T. Fotheringham, med-
ical director at the camp, declared that
the statements were

pernicious false-
hoods and that the statement of Lord"

dane only refers to times of peace.
Mmm Bentinck
Boyd, of 35 Eigin avenue, has been

m en & commission {n the Gordon
; and Lance-Corporal Will-

Highlanders, has

jam E. Wyatt of A c'%mn'ny. 48th |
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