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ENERGY REQUISITE FOR THE TEACHER.

In another part of this Journal we have devotad some attention
to the consideration and essential importance of the  proper arrange-
ment and natural sequence” of certain branches of study, and the
symmetry and thoroughness which should characterize all kinds of
Education. To guard the teacher against too much minuteness,
and thereby feebleness, in his mode of instruction, we have selected
the following excellent counsel from a late number of the
Massachuseits Teacher:

Energy is an indispensable requisite in almost ‘every employment:
especially is it necessary for the teacher. The artisan works upon
brute uuconscious matter, moulding the crude and shapeless mass
to forms of beauty and utility. The laws by which he operates are
simple and uniform. The teacher works upon mind : the image
of the Eternal Spirit. How much more subtle and complex are the
laws of mind than of matter. The physician has to deal with our
outward frames—organized matter, instinct with life and sensibility.
The laws of matter thus ennobled by contact with mind, become
more complex and abstruse. . But it is mind iteelf that is the subject
for the teacher’s forming hand. 1If energy be necessary for the
artisan who works on wood or stone, and for the physician who
deals with organized forms, much more ia it necessary for one who
shapes the immortal mind. He must have soul enough to animate
his own body, and all the bodies around him. The whole school
must be pervaded by his spirit, instinct with his Jife. He must
have vitality enough to arouse the slothful to action ; power to hold
in check the heedless impulse of the thoughtless ; and decision to
subdue the obstinacy of the wilful. His is the controlling energy
to guide the course of all those committed to his care, in the paths
of knowledge. The mind that the teacher is called to mould, is
often presevted in the most unfavourable condition. Vicious habits,

cherizhed by parentsl indulgence, are to be corrected, aversion to
study almost- insuperable is to be overcome, and wilfulness that
spurns at wholesome restraint must be eubdued. These things are
expected of the teacher, and woe to him if he is of feeble and irreso-

Inte purpose. It was deemed a hard requirement when the tyrant
demanded of his physician,— e

“ L o

"Fluck from e memmany s aomind discased

Rase out the written troubles of the brain ;

élnd w::l:hs:rsx:z f?:ﬁ‘ oblivious antidote '

W iaigﬁ weighs u;;on !(}’lseoII:‘e:lt:;‘;’l’ttt petilous stuff
If the teacher is not celled upon to rase out of the brain of his
scholers,  written troubles” and “rooted sorrows,” he is expected
to ‘eradioate sloth, correct perverted activity, and by proper culture
to remove all the - perilous stuff” with which young hearts are
fraught. - Baflied by the obstinate dulness of some of his pupils, he
is 10 try again and againto erouse their minds to action. Vexed

by the levity and inconstancy of others, he is never to despair. He
must seek for new methods of arresting the attention of the cave-
less. He must invent new plans to illustrate to his scholars those
principles, trite and familiar to himself, but wholly unperceived by
them. He must regolve to eucceed ; to yield to- no diecourage-
ment ; to be hindered by no obstacles. A school will not be prop-
etly governed unless the teacher has energy and decision of char-
acter ; and, without proper government, there will be but litrle
intellectual improvement. The scholars soon perceive this deficiency
ina tescher. There may be any amount of blustering, an abundance
of impotent threats, or a succession of cruelties inflicted by the
imbecile tyrant who site enthroned in the desk, wielding a ferule
for a sceptre, but there is no government. The energetic teacher
has sufficient force of character to quell all incipient rebellions ;
or rather he holds so steadily the reius, that no resistance is
attempted. Calmly yet effectually he controls thase under his’
charge, Without energy in the inetructor, the whole process of
teaching degenerates into a dull routine of disagreeable exercises,
tiresome from their monotony, and almost useless from their lifeless-
ness. It is a stereotyped edition of dullness. No wonder that to
the buoyancy of youthful vivacity, this becomes an intolernble
burden ; and mischief is continually resorted to, that the insipidity
of their daily drudgery may have some seasoning. There is some-
thing contagious in energy. It arouses the slothful and inspirits
the discouraged. Energetic teachers will have energetic scholars ;
while dullness propagates itself indefinitely. If a teacher has a bad
school, it will not do for him to cast the blame on circumstances ;
he lacks the power to controul the outward circumstances by his
own resources. This characteristic of the successful teacher is
not to be obtained by simply wishing for it. No one bowed down
by tame pursuits and indolence, can by a single purpose break the
chains that have long bound him. Yet he need rot despair. A
beginning of a nobler life may ne w commence. Each act of self--
denying duty, each foolish habit broken, and each tempation over-
come, shall increase the power. The oak that throws sbroad its
giant arms defying the tempest, receives strength and nourishment
from each fibre of its branching roots, and each leaf on its boughs
that trembles in the breeze. Our destiny is in our own hands.
To man is committed the helm ; he may steer his bark sgainet .
the current, or idly float down the stream, till he is lost in oblivion.
There is a miserable caricature of energy by which some impose -
upon themselves, in mistaking for force of character a restlessness
of mind, and a showy, bustling manner of doing ordinary things.
The eagle in his high flight moves round his broad circles.through
the sky, without fluttering his pinions ;—while the summer insects,
dancing in the sunbeams, makes little progress, though his quiver-
ing wings vibrate thousands of times in a second. One who has
real energy is not solicitious to exhibit it by a blustering manner.
Silent and unostentatious moves on the course of nature ; clothing
the earth with vegetation, and bringing forth i18 sustenance for all ;
spreading out the pomp of its forests, and the garniture of its fields.
Thus the truly energetic act calmly ; yet efficiently press on in the
path of duty ; delving in the rich mines of thought, and bringing
from the quany, those now rude, who, when polished by education,.
ge to become pillars of state, or living stones in the temple of our
od. "



