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puttlxig, a rope through a l^ole which is made lit

their noftvils, little boys were always employedji

who could ftroke and handle them with impunity,

at times when the men'durft not^pproach them.'

. We we were now condu6^ed to. the town, which
coniidi of between twenty and thirty houfes;, built

clofe together. V.
,
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^ By means of my mpneyi ahdpointing at^diffi^^

e,n.t obje6ts in fight, I hadnp,4iiM<;uUy in n^iaking

a^an, who feemed to be the principal perfoaof
tjie company to which we were i^troduce^v.com-^

prehend the main bufinefs of our errand j andf
as readily underflood .frorghini^hat the chief or;

captain was abfent, but would fooh return; and
tliat, without hi^ conTent,; up purcl^fes^f. any
kind could be n^ade. ...
Having at laft procured a fupply of buf{aloe&

and fome fat hogs, oi> the 28th of January 1780>
we unmoored ; and, as iqpn ai^.we were^le^Qf
tlie harbour,, fteeped fouth fouth-weft* .
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. On the 2d of February, at eight iuf th^ morn-
ings Yre tried for fonndings, continuing to do the

ftme every hour, till we had pafled thte Straights

of.$unda, and found the bottom with twenty-t^ee,
falhoips of line. .^/ff ;,t .rr

_ Oa tlie 5th we approached the coaft ofSumatra^
The country is covered with <wood down to the

welter's edge, and the ihores, areffo low, th|i^the.

fea overflows the land, and waftie^ tjie trucks.of

t^e trees. To this flat ^nd roarfhy fituation of

the (bore, we may attribute thqle thick fogs and
yapours whjch v^e perceived ^yery morning, not

without dread and horror, hanging over tl^ciflandi,

till they were djfperfed by the rays of the fun-

Theifltores ofBanca^ whieji arejpppofijte, arepauch

bplder; and the country i^lapji rifcf to a.ii;io^e-


