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Last year, as I swung round the circuit of Japan's
great clties - Tokyo, Yokohama, Nagoya, Kyoto, Osaka and
Kobe = I was profoundly impressed with the Japanese Associa-
tion's wealth of splendid lay leadership. The sure, con-
structive way its laymen were shaping polisies, both lonal
and national, was ample evidence of the place it had won in
the lives of the people and gave ground for hope that on
the eve of its fiftieth birthday the Movement was ready for
a great advance,

That promise has been realized, After commenting
on thelir reconstrustion program after the earthquake, Dean
Abe, the newly-elected Chairman of the National “ommittee,
went on to say: "With the completion of the reconstruction

of the buildings our whole national movement feels that it
ras reached a mountain top from which the future may be
viewed...I must not take time to refer at length to the
celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of
our movement 1ln Japan; suffice it to say that this forward-
looking tendency was so strong that the celebration took on
the nature of a convention to plan for the future, rather
than solely to sommemorate the past."  Coming fram the lips
of this vital, statesmanlike young nollege principal who is
nimself a symbol of all that is best in our lay leadership,
these words are doubly inspiring. '

Dean Abe is an impressive personality. He 1is
the prinecipal of one of the largest Thristian colleges in
the Empire. Yet he finds time to fill many important posts
in his own church, among them that of Secretary for Home
Mlisslons, to serve as a director of the Toxyo Association
(he has been an active member of the Boys'! Work Committee
fer six years, and to answer calls whink come in from all
over the country to address important gatherings. In spite
of his strong opposition to the preposal of his name for
bishop 1n his Shurch resently, on ascount of this pressure
of work, he nevertheless missed elestion by just one vote.
in accepting the national leadership of the Assoniation, he
has bestowed on it a signal honor.




