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mneasure submnitted to us. It would be un-
seemly, to say the least of it, If a Bill were
submitted to us for consideration and wve
were not permitted to discuss it with per-
fect freedom. A great deal of money is
ask-ed for, but a great deai of money is re-
quired. Twe]ve years have made a won-
derful change in Canada. It is qulte true
that some of this prosperity may be credit-
ed to the Canadian Pacifie Itailway. We
have spent a large amount of money on that
railway, and we sbould bave got something
in retura. We have got more than the
most sanguine expected perhaps. Lt bas
been a great enterprise, and bas doue mucli
flot ouly for the older parts o! Canada, but
for the newer portions. Lt hss opeued up
the prairies of the w-est and contributed to
the settiement of the country, probabiy a
million lu the-w-est alone. But beyond w-bat
the Canadian Pacifie Railway bias donc for
Canada localiy, it bas doue a great Geai for
us abroad. Lt bas called attention to the
great resources of this country and has been
the means of attractlug immigrants, and a
good Geai of the deveiopmeflt w-e bave at-
tained and of the expenses we are obliged
now to assume, have arisen from the de-
velopment nrisiug from that great enter-
prise. Moreover, we have derived a good
Geai o! prosperity from the wise tariff which
this present government bas adopted. I am
flot a protectlonist, as that doctrine Is gen-
ernily understood, but 1 ain a protectionist
s0 far as may be necessary to proteet our
own Industries against the undue competi-
tion o! foreign industries.

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-You are flot far
froin the kingdomi.

Hon. Mr. ROSS (M.ýiddlesex)-Not far, but
still far enough not to be one of the pro-
tectlouist party. Ail the civilized nations
of the w-orld except Great Britain have ac-
cepted this doctrine, and w-e cannot be i-ery
far w-rong w-heu we are In company w-lth
such great governmenlts as the United
States, France, Germiauy and Italy; but
whether w-e are right theoreticaliy, we are
right practically, and the policy o! securing
the Candian market to the Canadian peo-
pie, ait the saine time without aliowing
combinations injurions and oppressive to be
formed, Is a sound policy for Canada, and
this tariff secures tliat end better, perhaps.

Hon. Mr. ROSS ÇMidd'lsex).

than any tariff we have bad. Lt bas con-
tributed to our prosperity. Having. this
prosperlty and this large income from these
varions sources, !rom the increase of popu-
lation .and the natural accumulation o!
wealth, what are we to do witb the money?
We are to restore that money to the peo-
pie ln such a way as to add to the generai
prosperlty. In the matter of aiding rail-
ways, the provinces, uow that their subsi-
dies have been lncreased, should be entrust-
ed *wltb the development largely o! local
railways, and w-heu a eubsidy is ask-ed. for
by a local railway It must be ciearly shown
that that rond Is contributary la a very sub-
stautiai degree to a railway o! national im-
port. I would wlthdraw the subsidy ex-
cept lu cases of that kiud. But ail thîs
money spent for the deveiopmcut of the
country comes back to the treasury in in-
creased revenue, and Increased population
and prosperîty and national standing. A!ter
aI, the greater the degree to which the gov-
eraxuent contributes to the national stand-
ing, to thiat samne de.-ree do we strengthen
our position, increase our resources and se-
cure accretions to our population. The
Transcontinental Ra!iway w-i cost a large
amount of money. WJiether it wlll be a
profitable Iuvestment or not, remains to be
seen. Some o! us, at one Pme, thought the
Canadian Pacifie Railway w-ould not be
profitable. The freight and passenger traf-
fic o! the new railway wll be great as the
country grows, and we trust that it will be
a profitable undertaking. But look at the
enormous developmcnt whicb must arise
from Its construction? Beginning at
Moncton, and running through the centre of
Quebec, lt opens up a new country. Lt
costs something to open up a country. Lu
the early development o! Canada, the lin-
peril goverument built our canal; Inter
tbey subsidized the Grand Trunk, Railw-ay
and later stili guaranteed the bonds of the
Intercolonial Rallway. What the Imperial
goverument did for us from abroad, we
ougbt not to be afraid to do for ourselves.
We are no longer minors; we have attained
our majority. If we open up central New
Brunswick, sureiy w-e are promoting the in-
terests of Canada as a whoie. The saine
is true of nortbern Quebec and remarkably
true of northern Ontario, because in this
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