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of the United Nations. There are those who
detract but, as the minister said, imagine
what might have happened in the Middle East
or the Congo if there had been no United
Nations. Those were difficult situations. It is
easy to criticize when you have had no ex-
perience with situations of that type. I am
of the opinion, as I am sure are all the mem-
bers of this group, that if we did not have
the United Nations we would have had the
storm of war long before this. The United
Nations has played a very effective role. We
urge the government to continue to do every-
thing it can to strengthen it and also to build
up support for the principle of a United
Nations police force so that gradually we
shall be released from these regional pacts.
In the United Nations we can have a police
force to which we contribute for collective
security whenever necessary.

I conclude at this point, Mr. Chairman. As
I said before, I trust another member of our
group will have a chance to deal with some
matters that I have not had the opportunity
to discuss.

Mr. Sevigny: Mr. Chairman, I wish to take
advantage of this debate to report to the
house some of the observations which I made
during my recent trip to South America.

It was my privilege to represent Canada
as an observer at the special meeting of the
inter-American economic and social council
at ministerial level which opened at the re-
sort of Punta del Este in the republic of
Uruguay, on August 5.

This meeting grouped together delegates of
the countries of South America, Central and
North America and observers from almost
all the nations of the world. This conference
was probably the most important event of its
kind which has taken place in the history
of Latin America and what was decided there
may well be the turning point in the socio-
logical, political and economical life of all Latin
American countries. At long last, the Latin
American countries have realized that they
must unite in spirit if they wish to be strong.
They appreciate that they must direct their
cultural tendencies in the proper channels if
they wish to survive. They face the fact of the
necessity of increasing their respective pro-
ductive facilities and their trade relationships
if they wish to prosper. The leaders of these
countries are particularly aware of the fact
that some countries are faced with the choice
either of moving forward through the applica-
tion of the proven methods of democracy
which will mean a better way of life and a
better standard of living for all citizens or
yet face the inevitable upsurge of communism
in their midst with all its dire circumstances.

We arrived at Punta del Este on the first
day of the conference and we were surprised
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to find the considerable unrest which animated
the 1,500 or so delegates who were crowding
all available accommodation in this beautiful
resort. We did not know, of course, and we
learned much to our amazement, that many
political, cultural and business leaders were
worried by the influence exercised on the
thinking of a great many people by the Cuban
actions of the last year and by the Cuban
propaganda. There are many who were truly
worried that the arguments which were ex-
pected to be put forth by the leader of the
Cuban delegation might promote certain
tendencies which could be disastrous to the
necessary unity which is sought by the sound
thinking people in the southern hemisphere.
It is most difficult for us in Canada to
appreciate that a small island like Cuba,
populated by 4 million people, more or
less could exercise such an influence on a
continent populated by more than 150 mil-
lion people. But it must be remembered, in
order to appreciate the situation, that there
are in Central and South America many
small nations which have had to live for
decades through a series of disastrous revo-
lutions, people who know the horror of
famine, of extreme poverty and of economic
chaos and confusion.

The people who have nothing are ready
as always to throw themselves at the mercy
of the first person who offers what may look
like benefits or an improved situation. Many
have been impressed by the Castro propa-
ganda which claims the success of the revo-
lution and which bluntly declares in the most
deceitful fashion that Castroism has brought
the golden age to the Cuban island. There
are some who feel that what supposedly can
be accomplished in Cuba can also be ac-
complished elsewhere under the merits of
the Castro regime. Since the Castro propa-
ganda is based almost entirely on a violent
anti-United States campaign, it is rather ob-
vious that if such a doctrine became success-
ful, it could, to a certain extent, isolate Latin
America from the North America which we
know. It was, therefore, with anticipation and
a certain apprehension that the delegates
greeted Mr. Clarence Dillon, the Secretary of
the Treasury of the United States, when he
rose to make his initial address in the early
stages of the conference. It was with much
joy and relief that all heard the most gen-
erous offer of aid which was made to Latin
America by the United States statesman.
Even the most optimistic governments were
stunned by the magnitude of the aid offered
and greatly pleased by the attention which
the United States government is giving to the
Latin American area.

Will you call it six o’clock, Mr. Chairman?



