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Now, Mr. Speaker, I seem ta be picking
Up newspapers today, and I have another one
in my hand. This is the issue of December
31, 1954, of the Winnipeg Tribune, a news-
paper published in my awn city. There is
something on the front page, again of a human
interest nature, which I enjoyed reading as
I arn sure ail did who saw it when it was
published on New Year's eve. The Winnipeg
Tribune has followed the practice in recent
years of inviting its readers ta send in nomi-
nations as ta who shouid be given the fic-
tional titie of "citizen of the year for Winni-
peg". For several years they have been carry-
ing an the practice and varlous people have
been named. The newspaper has simp1ý
followed the practice of awarding that titie
ta the persan whose name is sent in by the
largest number of its readers.

This year the titie of citizen of the year
was given by the Winnipeg Tribune ta a
very good friend of mine, a chap with wham
1 went ta college years ago, the Rev. Fred
Douglas, minister of aid St. Andrew's United
church on Elgin avenue in the heart of the
canstituency of Winnipeg North Centre. This
minister of the United Church is indeed a
very fine chap in every way; and in his own
right, being the kind of persan he is, and in
view of the kind of service he renders, he
deserved beyond question the honour which
was accorded ta hlm not just by the Tribune
but by the readers of that paper. I think han.
members wiil be interested ta knaw why
the Rev. Fred Douglas was awarded the titie
of Winnipeg's citizen of the year. It was
because of something he arganized, something
he did for aid age pensianers.

Two and a haîf years ago a few littie homes
for aid age pensioners were built under his
leadership where couples who had nothing
else on which ta live but their $80 a month-
in that case it was always a couple that had
ta go into the quarters--could find a place ta
live. It took a good deai of hard work on
his part, a good deal of going around ta
people who had a bit of maney, ta get them
ta help him out. He was able ta get other
people ta donate variaus services-and they,
too, deserve credit-and he was successful
at that time in getting that first praject under
way. It was recognized by everyone as such
a good move, drop in the bucket though it
was, that Mr. Douglas was encouraged ta go
on and do something mare.

During 1954 he was successfui in opening
another of these projects near the church of
which he is minister, right in the heart af
mny canstituency. This time he was able
ta build two rows of houses that are joined
together ta provide accommodation for twelve
single aid age pensianers and also adjoining

quarters in which a married couple live
who look after the premîses generaiiy. In
addition there is a common room where the
people who live in the individual units can
get together. The arrangement is that only
people who have nothing but their aid age
pension ta live on are given an apportunity
ta live in these homes. Single persans pay
just $12 a month but, in view of what has
been put inta the project, that cavers the
cast of maintaining these homes.

I wiii not take further time ta give addi-
tianal details s0 far as the homes are con-
cerned. Wihat I think is interesting is that
this service to aid age pensianers, this
attempt ta provide homes for these people,
was sa widely recognized in Winnipeg as one
of the finest pieces of work done by anyone
in aur city in 1954; hence the overwhelming
number of those who took the trouble to
write the Winnipeg Tribune as ta who shauld
be citizen of the year said that this was the
man, this friend of the pensioners, this man
who did something ta make life a littie better
for at ieast a few of Winnipeg's aider
citizens.

I want ta pay my personal tribute ta what
Fred Douglas has done, and 1 pay a similar
tribute ta other individuals and arganizations
in Manitoba and other parts of the country
wha, here and there, have dane something
ta pravide homes for senior citizens. I know
of other projeets in Manitoba. I know of a
praject in Vancauver and of one in Windsor.
No doubt there are others, though they do
not came to my mind at this moment.

The point that impresses itseif upon me
is that citizens generaily lilce ta see something
done fbr aid age pensianers. What a fight we
have had across the years ta try ta get the
aid age pension i the first place, ta get the
means test abolished, ta get the amount Up
ta $40 a month and to get something paid
at age 65. This gavernnient acts as thaugh
the people of Canada did not want their
maney spent in that way, but in that view
the governmnent is wrong.

I say these letters of tribute ta Fred
Douglas show that the people of Winnipeg
feel that something shouid be done for aid
age pensioners, and I arn satisfied that the
people of Winnipeg are no different fram the
people of Canada from one end of the coun-
try ta the other. I say ta the government
that I feel it is not responding ta the good
will of the Canadian people. It is nat aware
o! what is in the hearts of the Canadian
people when it sits back and thinks it does
flot need ta do anything more about aid age
pensioners, and can just let things remain
as they are. The only word about aid age
pensions we see in- the newspapers is that


