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our protective force ini Canada, should be
considerably increased for the men at the
Iower end of the- scale.

There is another matter which concerns the
personal comfort of the members of the Royal
Canadian .Mounted Police when on duty. 1
refer to those men who are on show in front
of our buildings, who add dignity and, shall I
say, some interest to the tourist trade. I think
that is a fair description of their noie out there.
They stand in front of these buildings in the
sweltering heat, clad in full regalia, with high
boots. These men are splendidly equipped, but
it seems to me that they are flot comfontably
dressed for their job. I suggest that the
minister should take up with Commissioner
Wood the matter of issuing to those men some
form of sensible summer garb to be worn
duning the time when they are employed in
positions where they cannot get under a tree
and enjoy a cool breeze for a few moments,
and aiso change regulations to permit them to
remove their tunics.

There is another niatter which looks
like discrimination against non-commissioned
olllcers in. the Royal Canadian Mounted Police,
and to which I would direct the minister's
attention. It may be that he will make a
statement cin the point, because 1 notice that
in his annual report Commissioner Wood bas
drawn attention to it. Commissioned officers
in the Royal Canadian Mounted Police are in
receipt of pension riglits for their wives to
whicb the commissioned officers contribute
notbing. That grant to the widows, by virtue
of the faut that the commissioned personnel do
flot pay into the fund, is not on an actuarial
basis. The widows are entitled to one-haîf of
the pension allowance of the husband before
his decease.

What is the position in respect of the non-
conimissioned officers, and men? The men
receive pensions, without contributions having
been made. But to assure the payment of
pensions to their wives, in the event of mar-
niage, since 1934 it bas been compulsory for
non-coinmissioned officers and constables to
pay into a fund which is kept actuarially
sound. This is where the discrimination arises,
when we compare that fund with pensions pay-
able to judges' wives, and the like. Those non-
commissioned officers and constables must pay
into the widows' pension fund five per cent of
their salaries, On their decease an actuarial
calculation is made, and a petty pension is
granted to their widows.

This savours of clasa distinction which is flot
in the best interests of the members of the
force. To my personal knowledge their esprit
de corps lias always been excellent. I believe
that in general they command the respect of

ahl Canad-iaffl, because of the manner in wbich
they conduct their police duties. I regret that
instances have arisen carrying the suggestion
that there has been a policy under which they
should spy on individuals acroas Canada. I
assume that they do carry on a form of investi-
gationý, and I should. hope that that practîce
would not be, continued.

Would the minister give us some assurance
respecting the marriage privileges of single
constables? Will lie, too, give some suggestion
as to wliat relief may be expected in connec-
tion with the widowe' fund for non-commis-
sioned officers and men, and respecting a gen-
eral increase in pay for those at the lower end
of the scale? Then., too, he might diiscuss
some remedy for the condition of the men
who stand out here on -parade each day in
their regular garb.

Mr. DIEFENBAKER: The Royal Canadian
Mounted. Police re-quire no commendation,
because ail of us realize that their achieve-
ments, and the heritage that is theirs are
unequalýled anywhere in the world. My exper-
ience with the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police extends over many years. I can remem-
ber some of the old-timers wbo served wîth the
original force.

With mucli of what my hon. friend lias said
I am in agreement, but I must say that after
an extensive practice in. the courts, running
over a peniod of twenty-4five years, I have yet
to see a member of the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police who bas been engaged in any-
thing bordering on spying. Their actions and
activities, in. aIl my experience, have always
been consonant with the higbest traditions of
the force to *which they helong. Wbile there
have been suggestions to the contrary-and
suggestions are easily made when proof is not
required-I say the moun-ted. police, as a
whole, have performed a work which needs no
commejadation eitber in the bouse or out of
it, a work that lias resulted in the building up
of our western country, and makîng it a law-
abiding land, unequaleL anywhere.

I join with the bon. member in lis ne-fer-
ence to the marriage provision, a matter which
lias been discussed befone. I arn familiar with
the resns given by the commissioner and
tbe minister for flot allowing constables to
marry at au earlier age. But I believe to-day
that, wben it is sa necessary to have efficient
men in the mounted police, notbing should
be penniitted to exist which in any way would
cause detenioration in the force.

In addition to wbat the hon. member has
said, I would refer to the difficulty experi-
enced by young constables with nine or ten
years expenience receîving promotion. To-day
those promotions are too slow. Many able


