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as te nake the pricecs oit the original tenders
and tfhe prices of tihe contracte mrade upon
them inadejuate, Brut it hardly eeeme te
me thet the proper remiedy in lihose caeoe is
te enipcwer the Ptmaster 'General ta re-
vise tlhe contracts, and enter juta new con-
tracts 'witlh the idiividuale et present hold-
imig tihem. It rwould aeern te. me lihat the
propet rnetlhd, oit dealing wit.h these cases,
il the conditions oft the contracts ta-day -are,
,by -reaon of undoreseen circurnstances, in-
equitaMle, cwousld be tc, cancel the -existing
contracts and csJll for new tenders, wh'idh
tenders woufl Ihe mrade in view of and under
thie exi&ig conditions of to-day. I may gèay
that where it bhas 'been made clear to -the
diepartament that there was serious iaou re-
mul4ng f roui entirely un-foreseen circum-
stances, in not -a f ow instances the contracts
have Ieen cencelied and new tenders caled
for, and I ilhink T dnay 9ay we are inclined
to continue that policy. It dos eeem to mie
tilaat lit wouiM be an. unjustifiable procedure
WMiVnb te modify the conditione of existing
ontracts ini the direction of increaedng #the-
pricea; tihet, in effect, wouild be maaking e
new SonLract, and where there is a question
ait .raking e new contract the proper tlhing
in tihe puiblic initereet, in order that the 'best
price obtairale under existing conditions
shouitd 'be lad, and thie f airest course te
those who inay seek ta d& this work woaild
afpear to Ibe ta pro.ceed as I have euggested.
The depaxtenent is quite preparedi to aid in
thst way whenev'er a case ie made ah-owing
t.hat there is sericixsa oson tihe part ci thie
conitriotor. -In view o! that deularation-
and 1 'tiin-k apy hon. frdend 'wia recognize
thet thdo f the mure equitablè course 'both
fromx the point cf view of -the public interest
and the point oit view of eil those who nlay
b. in -a position te carry out this work-I
WOudl suggest to the hon. menier that,
peihape, lie niight iteel jus4ified 'in with-
dTawing his motiion.

Hon. RODOLPHE LEMIEUX: The rural
mail delivery systern is cèrtainly a great
boon, -particuiariy ta the farmers, and I arn
glad it hale spread irapidiy in the f ar West
as îweil -as in the eastern provinces. But,
uïseful and progressive a system as it -is,
tÉhe danger' lies in the fact that the expendi-
titr may b. increased unduly if soine safe-
guiardis are not provided. I quite agree
with what the Acting Postmaster General
(Ron. C.- J. Doherty) sys. My, own experi-
ence in the Posit Office Department leads me
to believe that, when tenders are called
quite a number will aiways be submoitted.
"It is not 'within. ny, reeollection that th.e
clepareit on any occasion recefved

no tenders when tenders were cAlled -for.
1 agree with tlke member for West Peter-
borough (Mr. Burnham) that the high cost
of living snd the circumatances of the war
have ohanged anid rnodified considerably the
aid state of thinga. Stili, it, is ta be rerner-
bered that ini every contreet with the Post
Office Department there is a proviso that
ithe Postmaster Generil may cancel the èon-
tract et any time for gaod çause; therefore.
if a mail cairier find that he is, aggrieved
by conditions arieing out of the high cost
of living or that he does not receiveenough
for the performance of his duties, lie cati
at any tirne state his case ta the minister,
who, if he is fair,. will cancel the cantract
end oeil for, new tenders. We have te
check carefully the expenditure cf every
departrnent, snd we cannot pirov 'ide ,toc
niany safeguards in the operation af a
systema which entails such a large expendi-
-ture as doee the rural mail delivery. Borne
years ago, the Minister of Public Worksg
could spend practically any arnount of
rnaney without csilling for tenders if the
expenditure iu question could be considered
as unforeseen. 'The doverrnent of the day
put -i check on that lexity, and now.there is,
a provision that the departmrentcannot spend
a surn exceeding $5,000 without calllng for
tenders. Th1at -was e proper siaitguard bo,
take. Wiith nul due regard ta the iebr
îor WeMi Peterborough, I e.bnit that the
Postdraster Gener&l shoiuld guard sgainst
any laxity in the expendiîture of rontey,
even, for ncb a -worthy abject as rural maiil
délivery. When tenders axe cailed any muan
is free te send in a tender, and in justice
ta -every ane I tb-iuk tJiet the mnuinqster
alhoirld uiat huve thie privilege, of selecting,
,mithout regard ta the arnount 'of the tender,
the pen»in rwho abhould get tAie contmest.
The departrnexit is doiug well in caliing for
,tenders snd acepting -the lowest tender, as
bas heen done in the pat. I admit,' with,
'tAie hon. niewuber for 'West Peterborough,
that thie deiay in cal1uing for -tenders sho&ild
be dose awey with. The Acting Postmaeter
Genewal shxmld, h-oweveT, lirit the zone of
advertisernents calling for tpnders for mail,
services; qt ie ngthhing ehort of e scandisi ta
eee advertisemoents ti psapers, puiblished àn
Vancouver, Alberta, and Maniabýa, nu con-'
nectwon with meil contracta in Nova 8Sots
or tli provinS el't~Quebeo.

MT. DOHERTY: May 1 sak when'bbat
beganP

Mr.-E. PROULX <'lrescott): I support
the resolution ofl the hon. mnember 4be WeMt
Peteiitorough (Mr. Burnb.an). -When thie
rural mil délivery systern wss eeabliâhed


