CONVENTION FOR THE STRENGTHENING
OF THE INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION
ESTABLISHED BY THE 1949 CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA AND THE REPUBLIC OF COSTA RICA

(“ANTIGUA CONVENTION”)

The Parties to this Convention:

Aware that, in accordance with the relevant provisions of international
law, as reflected in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS) of 1982, all States have the duty to take such measures as may be
- necessary for the conservation and management of living marine resources,
including highly migratory species, and to cooperate with other States in taking
such measures; -

Recalling the sovereign rights of coastal States for the purpose of
exploring and exploiting, conserving and managing the living marine resources
within areas under national jurisdiction as provided for in UNCLOS, and the
right of all States for their nationals to engage in fishing on the high seas in
accordance with UNCLOS;

Reaffirming their commitment to the Rio Declaration on Environment
and Development and Agenda 21, particularly Chapter 17, adopted by the
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (1992), and to the
Johannesburg Declaration and Plan of Implementation adopted by the World
Summit on Sustainable Development (2002);

Stressing the need to implement the principles and standards of the
Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries adopted by the Conference of the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) in 1995,
including the Agreement to Promote Compliance with International
Conservation and Management Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas,
1993, which forms an integral part of the Code, as well as the International Plans
of Action adopted by FAO within the framework of the Code of Conduct;

Taking note that the 50tb General Assembly of the United Nations,
pursuant to resolution A/RES/50/24, adopted the Agreement for the
Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation and Management
of Straddling Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks (“the 1995 UN Fish
Stocks Agreement”);



