Mining-Conflict Scenarios

Figure 1. Linkages Between Mining and Conflict

Mining can cause conflict over:

e Control of the resource or resource-area

e Right to participate in decision-making and benefit-sharing

¢ Social and Environmental Impacts

e Means used to secure mining assets and personnel

Mining can also:

e Finance conflict
e Benefit from conflict
e Be targeted by conflict

e Be a supplier to those who profit from conflict

Conflict can emerge over control of the resource or resource-area. An example of this
may be the reported attempt by the Brazilian state mining company, CVRD, to evict a
group of small-scale miners from a concession in Serra Leste. The local miners are
alleged to have taken seven employees of the mining company hostage until their
demands were met'®.

Similarly, in Suriname, conflict emerged between villagers and Golden Star Resources
(GSR) over access to the region’s gold reserves. According to a special assessment team
assembled by the Organization of American States, "from the perspective of the small-
scale miners...these deposits represent a lifetime of employment. From the perspective
of GSR, however, ..mak[ing] available parts of their concessions to small-scale miners
may not be realistic from an economic perspective"'’. Small-scale mining, however,
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