
36. We are deeply concerned about recent missile flight tests and developments in missile 
proliferation, such as actions by North Korea. We undertake to examine further individual and 
collective means of addressing this problem and reaffirm our commitment to the objectives of the 
Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR). 

37. Effective export control mechanisms are essential for achieving a broad range of our anns 
control and non-proliferation objectives. We will continue to look for ways to strengthen these 
mechanisms. At the same time we stress the role of the Nuclear Suppliers' Group in preventing 
nuclear proliferation. 

38. One year after the nuclear tests by India and Pakistan, we reiterate our concerns and reaffirrn 
our statement from the Birmingham Communiqué. Recent missile tests have further increased 
tension in the region. We encourage both countries to follow first positive steps already 
undertaken by joining international non-proliferation and disarmament efforts and taking the steps 
set out in UN Security Council resolution 1172. 

X. Tackling Global Challenges 
39. In many countries, violent conflicts and civil wars continue to be an obstacle to making good 
use of the opportunities of globalization. Effective crisis prevention and management must 
address the root causes of these conflicts. These causes include the political manipulation of 
ethnic tensions, economic and social inequality, and extreme poverty as well as the absence of 
democracy, the rule of law and good political and economic governance. They are often 
exacerbated by human rights violations, environmental degradation, scarcity of resources, rapid 
population growth and the rapid spread of diseases. 

40. In order to improve our ability to prevent crises, it is necessary, consistent with the principles 
and purposes of the UN Charter, to: 

enhance the capacity to recognize and address the potential for conflict at an 
early stage. Risks and causes of violent conflicts must be more effectively 
monitored and the information shared to forestall them; 

ensure that our security, economic, environmental and development policies are 
properly coordinated and are conducive to the prevention of violent conflict. We 
will, in our dialogue with other countries and international institutions, work to 
coordinate our policies; 

recognize the important role the United Nations plays in crisis prevention and 
seek to strengthen its capacity in this area; 

- monitor systematically military expenditures in the larger context of public 
expenditure patterns and in the macroeconomic context for growth and 
development; 

- encourage and support the efforts of regional organizations and arrangements to 
expand their jurisdictional and operational ability, in accordance with 
international law, to help control and resolve conflict in their area; 

promote a free press, establish fair electoral processes, help improve the 
democratic accountability and functioning of legislatures, of judicial systems 
and of the military and the police forces, and improve human rights monitoring 
and advocacy. 
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