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ail communications pas sed.

In 1912, an aot was pe.ssed placing the Department directly under

the Prime Minister,auid since.A0 pril 1 of that year he lias hej.d the

additional portf~olio of Secretary of State for Exterilal Affairs. The

appointment of a separa.te minister for the DepartuÈnt-?îaa been con-

sidered front tinte to tinte but no action wastakenuzIe-1 arch, 1946,

when a bill was introduced to repeal the section of oEect of 1912

which provided that the Prime Miniater was to be the Becretary of State

for External Affaira. The passiflg of the bill on Apri1 2, 1946, p3.aced

the Department in the sgzne position as other government.departients,

but until a separate minister is appointed the Prime Minister contitiues

to act in that capacity.

Fu ins of the Dea!a0flt

The main funotions of the departmuent of external affairs juàcludet

(a) the supervision of relations betwaen Canada and othe' counti*ig

and of Canadian participation in international organizations; 
the pr''

tection of Canadian interests, abroad;

(b) the collation and weighing of informnationi regarding deveWý,

ments lilcely to affect Canada' s international relations;

(o) thie corresponderioe with other goveri2ments and their re-

presentatives in~ Canada;

(d). the negotiation and conclusion of treaties and o-ther inter4",

national~ agreenfts;

(e) the representatioli of Canada in foreign capitals and at
4"+.Arnational couiicils;


