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Increase in rersonnel of the R.C.N~. during the war (from about
L.800 ini 1939 to over 80,000 men and wonman i.n 1944) has been paced Wy an
Lncrease in ships. Froni six combat ships at the beginndng of the war,
-he Canadian navy has grown to 250; t'rom seven auxiJi.ary vessels, to 450.
'hus there has been a 54-fold increase ini nuniber of ehipe.

Canada is now t'½e third largest naval power amoîag the United
Jations. Canadian shipyards have concentrated onthe production of small,
;turdy ships, fast and manoeuverable enough to elude enemy torpedoes and
'un down eneiny subniarines * Greatest strength of the Canad_ýn navy lies in
.ts corvettes; but the-Ri.N. also sails fr.gates, fairmj.les, minesweepers
Lnd destroyers buiit in Canadian yards.

To inorease offensive strength, Canada is to have a flotilla of
ýight Tribal class destroyers, the largeet, fastest and most powfrful type
)f destroyer afloat. Four of these, built la Pritieh yards, are alroady
.n use and the other four are being built in Canada.

f)uring April, 1944, a new Fleet class destroyer was aoquired by
,he R.C.N.
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