
DOCS 

CA1 
EA 
C20 
November 
1994 
Copy 1 SS 

gept.Wienœrei 1994 • of ExterrÈ Affairs

er 

 

NUV 	1994 

Diverse Needs and Approache RETURN TO DIPARTMENTAL LIBRARY 

MOURNER A LA BIBLIOTHEOUE DU NINISTERE 

REGIONAL OPPORTUNITIES  IN  MEXICO 

Many Canadian business peo-
ple have become familiar in 
recent years vvith Mexico 

City, Monterrey, Guadalajara. 
A few have specialized regional 
knovvledge of other areas because 
of their particular fields, but to a 
great number of Canadians, 
exporters or not, the rest of Mexico 
is unknown terrain. 

But the fact is that Mexico 
has 31 states and a federal 
district. It has long Atlantic and 
Pacific coasts, and a geogra- 
phy that includes mountain 
communities, deserts, coastal 
plains, large urban centres , 
and villages with less popula- 
tion than a high-rise. This is a diverse 
country with diverse needs and 
opportunities. 

Exporters looking for new opportu-
nities might well consider learning a 
little about the diversity of Mexico, 
and about how to approach poten-
tial customers, clients or contacts in 
the area that attracts them. And, 
although Mexico has been address-
ing its regional development needs 
in recent years, it is only now begin-
ning to recognize the potential mutu-
al benefit of its new foreign trade 
opportunities and its internal devel-
opment needs. 

In Canada, we are used to hear-
ing about various initiatives for the 
development of one region, one 

• 

industry, or one sector. This is a part 
of modern Mexican program design 
as well, and the increase in recogni-
tion of regional needs in Mexico can 
open doors to exporters and 
investors with interests beyond the 
major financial and business centres. 

The Salinas government, which 
will shortly conclude its six-year term, 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
Mexican Investment Board 

• NEWMEX Plus • informatics Sector 

introduced in its early days a 
National Development Plan. One 
aspect of this scheme, informally 
known as Solidaridad, has as its 
principal objective an attempt to nar-
row regional disparities. Its major 
thrusts have been in modernizing 
and expanding infrastructure, on the 
rationale that better roads, electricity 
and the like would aid communities 
in developing their own resources 
and strengths. It is intended to be 
community-responsive, and projects 
have, in some instances, been under-
taken as a result of direct, focussed 
requests by community governments. 
The success of the program, which is 
ongoing, is varied — government 
officials have acknowledged that the 

events in Chiapas were an indica-
tion that action was too slow in 
responding to some needs there — 
but there are indications elsewhere 
that many problems have been 
addressed. 

Another way in which the Mexican 
federal government has moved to 
encourage regional development is 

through incentive programs. 
They are simple in concept: pro- 
ductivity is rewarded, prices reg- 
ulated or supported in order to 
assist a region in developing its 
own resources. 

Something relatively new to 
Mexico, according to the new 
SECOFI Minister in Ottawa, Jose 

Poblano, is the plan of the Business 
Facilitation Centre of the Mexican 
government to deal directly with 
the states. 

This initiative is at a seminal stage, 
but its objectives make a lot of sense 
and will be of value to exporters and 
investors as it begins to see results. 
SECOFI is planning a database of 
information culled from state gover-
nors' offices, as well as from those of 
state trade, public works and finance 
ministers and of industries located in 
each state. This will identify their 
requirements and their resources, so 
that interested exporters and 
investors can more directly contact 
potential business partners or 
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