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INTRODUCTION 

A. Historical background  

paragraph 1  

The founding of the United Nations after the victory in the Second World War 
and the emergence of independent States following decolonization were some of the 
important events in the political, economic and social liberation of women. The 
International Women's Year, the World Conferences held at Mexico City in 1975 and 
Copenhagen in 1980, and the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development 
and Peace contributed greatly to the process of eliminating obstacles to the 
improvement of the status of women at the national, regional and international 
levels. In the early 1970s, efforts to end discrimination against women and to 
ensure their equal participation in society provided the impetus for most 
initiatives taken at all of those levels. Those efforts were also inspired by the 
awareness that women's reproductive and productive roles were closely linked to the 
political, economic, social, cultural, legal, educational and religious conditions 
that constrained the advancement of women and that factors intensifying the 
economic exploitation, marginalization and oppression of women stemmed from chronic 
inequalities, injustices and exploitative conditions at the family, community, 
national, subregional, regional and international levels. 

Paragraph 2  

In 1972, the General Assembly, in its resolution 3010 (XXVII), proclaimed 1975 
International Women's Year, to be devoted to intensified action to promote equality 
between men and women, to ensure the full integration of women in the total 
development effort and to increase women's contribution to the strengthening of 
world peace. The World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives of 
the International WOmen's Year, 1/ adopted by the World Conference of the 
InternationallItimen's Year at Mexico City in 1975, was endorsed by the General 
Assembly in its resolution 3520 (XXX). The General Assembly, in that resolution. 
proclaimed 1976-1985 the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development 
and Peace. In its resolution 33/185, the General Assembly decided upon the 
sub-theme "Employment, Health and Education" for the World Conference of the United 
Nations Decade for %mesas Equality, Development and Peace, to be held at 
Copenhagen to review and evaluate the progress made in the first half of the Decade. 

Paragraph 3 

In 1980, at the mid-point of the Decade, the Copenhagen World Conference 
adopted the  -Programme of Action for the Second Half of the United Nations Decade 
for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, 2/ which further elaborated on the 
existing obstacles and on the existing international consensus on measures to be 
taken for the advancement of women. The Programme of Action was endorsed by the 
General Assembly that year in its resolution 35/136. 

Paragraph 4 

Also in 1980, the General Assembly, in its resolution 35/56, adopted the 
International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade 
and reaffirmed the recommendations of the Copenhagen World Conference (General. 
Assembly resolution 35/56, annex, para. 51). In the Strategy, the importance of 
the participation of women in the development process, as both agents and 
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