
(By way of reaction, Quebec's
birth rate today is the lowest ini
the western world, after West
Germany.)

Arcadian Myth

The arcadian myth was se
strong among the province's
artists and social elite that it
pcrsisted well into the era
when the majority of Frenchi-
spcaking Quebeckcrs had
become city dwellers, working
ini tactories or the civil service.

il was flot until the 1930s that
painters sudh as Adrien Hébert
began depicting urban land-
scapes instead of the
province's bucolic byways.
And with the exception of a
few writers sudh as Émile
Nelligan, or Gabrielle Roy,
whosc novel Bonheur d'occa-
sion (The Tin Flute) describes
the life of a proletarian faniily
i Montreal during the
Deprcssion, most artists drew
their inspiration from rural
thernes. Even the delicious
morality play that is the basis
of Roger Lemelin's novel,
Les Plouffe (The Plouffe
Family), is infused with tradi-
tional rural social values,
despite its working-class set-
ting in Quebec City's "Lower
Town," at a time when the
world was rocked by the hor-
rors of the Second World War.

The novel that best conveys
the myths at the root of tradi-
tional Frendli-Canadian soci-
ety - and does se in a clear
and seber style that renders it
a great work of literature - is
Maria Chapdelaine, by Louis
Hémon. Maria, tic daugliter
of hardscrabble settlers in the
Lac St. Jean area, is courted
by three men who ecdl repre-
sents one of Uic three currents
running through Quebec soci-
ety at the time: the desire te
reconquer lest lands and to
escape thc confines of flic
prescrnt; thic lurc of thie United
States te the seuth; and thc
cail of duty and devotion, rein-
ferccd by Uic attadliment to
the land. Maria is charmed
by tic handseme coureur des
bois (Quebec's answcr to
Aincrica's mountain men such

as Daniel Boone) who holds
out thc dreamn of adventure,
but he is killcd in a river log-
ging drive. Fer a moment, she
is tempted te follow ber sec-
ond suitor who had eniigrated
to "The States," te Uic "big
city" (Lowell, Massachusetts)
and spins shimmering talcs of
Uic comforts and prosperity
sIc would fmnd Uiere. But
Maria chooses Uic liard but
blessed life offered by 1cr
neighbeur, a dirt farmer aie
her fether.

IGeneviève Bujold:aileaing Qucbec
actrcss of interna-
tional repute.

Upon Uieir retum home, Uiosc
artists remaincd on Uic fringes
of a society from which they
feit more alienatcd tIen
before; they were, more then
ever, victims of Uic preveiling
conformity which considercd
enything marginal te be
unsuiteble, even tbreatcning.

The cuit of egalitarianism
remains te Uiis day one of Uic
deflning charactcristics of
Ouebec society. After Uic

clites of New France rctumned
te Uieir homeiand, lcaving
behind a population of humble
pioneers in Uic grip of Uic
Cetholic cicrgy. In Uic
absence of a solidly estab-

:eurse, lishcd bourgeoisie, economic
For devclopment was achievcd

largcly througli co-eperative
i a vir- ventures. This explains why,
1 a even today, cultural manifesta-
ýT te tiens in Quebec stress popular
Puri- involvement, rather tIan Uic
at restricted participation of
ing elites or connoisseurs. The
ut Montreal International Film

Festival, for instance, is one of
felt the few film festivals in Uic

te world wbere screenings are on

a first-come, flrst-served basis,
and the hallmark of Montreal's
popular International Jazz
Festival, held at thc bcginning
of July for thic past 10 years, is
Uiat it effers numerous first-
class, free performances -

which, i Uic best Canadian
tradition, arc supportcd largely
by govcrnment grants.

fTransforming Upheavals

Ail this was to change radical-
ly bctwecn Uic 1950s and Uic
niid- 1970s, when tbrce great
and simultaneous upheavals
transforined Uic French-
Canadian mindscape. First,
was Uic acceleratcd de-.cleri-
calization of Quebcc socicty,
which abandoned Uie Church
and turned te govcrnment -

Uic provincial govermcent,
which was rapidly laying Uic
foundation for a modem,
social -democratic state. Seme
dreamned of transforniing this
new Quebcc into a fully
sovercign state, separate fromn
Canada.

The second radical change
was thc modernization of Uic
school systcm. and Uic acces-
sion of Frendli-Canadians te
Uic business bourgeoisie.
Finally, Uiere emergcd, in Uic
wakc of student protests and
liberation movements Uic
world over, a strong protest
movement that challenged Uic
social and cultural order of Uic
day. This was largely integrat-
cd with a petent independence
movement, which, theugh it
was neyer able to rally Uic
majority of Uic population te
its side, neverthcless pro-
foundly affected Uic thinking
of Uic province's young peo-
plc, artiste and intellectuais for
two decades.

Prom Uien on, nationalism,
and, for a time, Marxism, and
Uic rcvelutionary eUiic,
inspired many of Qucbcc's
creative minds. From militant
works, such as Nègres blancs
d'Amérique (White Niggers
of America) by Pierre Vallières
te Uic more subtle satires of
Jacques Perron and Jacques
Godbout, many of thc era's
forcmost litcrary works lad a
pronounced political or social
content, and most of Uiem heU
a resolutely urban tene.


