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Commonwealth an av

The Commonwealth ¢

national justice and progress,

to help resolve North-South issues,

MacGuigan told the Royal Common

October 9.

Excerpts from the sp

__From a number of perspectives, the
Commonwealth enjoys many advantages
for effecting change in North-South
relations, even though it is itself com-
posed of nations belonging to both devel-
oped and developing nations. For one
thing, it serves as a bridge petween the
two groups of nations, by promoting an
awareness  Of mutual Commonwealth
interests and interdependencies — and in
this it again mirrors the growing inter-
dependent nature of our world.

The Commonwealth also -provides a
rare opportunity for high-level consulta-
tions in an informal, frank and intimate
setting, avoiding the rhetorical or adver-
sary character of certain other interna-
tional fora. More importantly, it need not
be dominated by bloc-to-bloc attitudes or
strategies — factors which too often result
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an continue to play a key role in breaking down barriers to inter-
and Canada will continue to work through this institution
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It can also facilitate the mutual in-
ﬂgencmg of perceptions and the moder-
ating of extreme positions, thereby gen-
erating more balanced and pragmatic ap-
proaches to problem resolution. ;

Its function is best summed up in the
words of its Secretary-General in his
report for 1979: “The Commonwealth
cannot negotiate for the world; but it can
help the world to negotiate.” ;

Special interest

Frqm Canada’s perspective as a developed
nation, we have a special interest in ad-
vancing the North-South dialogue — a
perspective which emerges from our own
history....

Our -present policy has evolved in the
years since the Second World War. In
those early years, Canada provided b'ilat-
eral development assistance almost ex-
clusively to Commonwealth countries —
both to Colombo Plan countries and
later, to the newly independent Common:
wealth countries in Africa and the Carib-
bean. In 1961 we initiated an assistance
program in Francophone Africa. This
constituted the first development assis-
tance 'agreements between Canada and
cogntrles outside the Commonwealth
This particular program has grown in'
scope over almost two decades until it has
reached a point today where our aid to
Francophone African countries roughly
equals the level of aid we provide to
Commonwealth African countries. In
1979, it was approximately $140 million
Subsequently we have extended our ef:
forts to numerous countries, to Latin
America and to other nations, such as



