
1 Newsprint
Early in, 1951, the International Materials Conference (IMO)

was established in Washington. This is an independent association
of states which is not allied with the United Nations, the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization, or any other international organiza-
tion. Its formation was originally sponsored by the United States,
the United Kingdom and France, and the object of the conference
was to provide international co-ordination in the distribution of
scarce raw materials. Separate committees were established to
deal with a number of specific commoditieq or related groups of
conimodities, each committee being composed of the principal pro-
duciiig and consuming countries for the commodity in question.

In April 1951, a pulp-paper committee of IMG was formed to
study supply and demanci problenis for newsprint and for kraft
Pulp and dissolving pulp (materials used in the production of
newsprint). The committee was to xnake recommendations to the
meinber governments for appropriate action in connection with the
distribution of these commodities. Canada, which is the world's
largest prod'ucer of newsprint, became a member of the pulp-paper
con-mittee.

Newsprint itself proved to be the greatest probleni facing the
committee. Althougyh demand exceeded supply by only three or four
per cent, a number of countries faced serious deficits. The coni-
znittee immediately set to work to devise means of meeting the
emnergency needs of ail countries. A special emergency allocation
was made to France in May 1951, and this was followed in June
1951 by the first genera] emergency allocation to a number of
countries. By the end of 1951, 33,650 tons of newsprint had been
allocated to 18 countries. This action, it miay be emphasized, had
no connection with the United Nations.

In the meantime, however, the subject of newsprint had been
raised in varîous Specialized Agencies of the Unxited Nations,
lnitially by France and Beliuni, heginning at the sixth session of
the Jj- nited Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Ognz-
tion (UNESCO) in Paris ini June 1951. At that session the preli-
ininary discussion showed that several countries were in f avour of
calling an international conference, under the sponsorship of
UNESCO, to consider international action to increase world pro-
duction of newsprint and to ensure fair distribution. Canada was,
of course, keenly interested in the newsprint situation; it sym-
pathized with countries experiencing shortages, and was auxious
to see these shortages alleviated as quickly as possible throu4gh
iternational action. At the sanie tume, Canada recognizedth

substantîal progress already achieved through IMC. For this eaon
an to avoid duplication of effort, Canada opposed the calliing of an
iternational conference under UNESCO. Iristead, recogin ta

there were loniz-range aspects of the» obe whieh wre mr


