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CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARIES OF THE
WAR OF 1812.
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VIIL.—THE BATTLE OF RAISIN RIVER.

January 22.—There was no winter truce in the
west. _ Colonel Procter—the correct spelling of the
name—had been left in charge of the Detroit fron-
tier by Gen. Brock.” He had called for more troops,
but no more had been sent for there were no more
to send. On the Maumee, or Miami, which runs
into the western end of Lake. Erie, there was an
encampment of United States troops under General
Winchester; and on the Sandusky, a few miles to
the eastward, was the headquarters of General
Harrison (afterwards President Harrison), who,
when General Hull was made prisoner, had suc-
ceeded him in command of the army of the west.
About half way between the mouth of the Maumee
River and Detroit, there is another stream entering
the lake. This is the Raisin River, or River au
Raisin, (Riviere aux Raisins,) so called by the
‘French because of the abundance of wild grapes
along its banks. Here a small company of British
troops held a little French village, known in the
history of the war as ‘Frenchtown, now the city
of Monroe.

Harrison’s plan was to unite his two forces
for an advance on Amherstburg and Detroit.
Winchester was the first to reach the mouth of the

Maumee, the appointed place of meeting. Learn-

ing there that Frenchtown was occupied by the
British, he sent a strong detachment which drove
them out and took possession of the village. He
then moved forward to Frenchtown with his whole
division, though without orders, and encamped
there to wait for Harrison.

This occurred on the elghteenth of January
Colonel Procter was at Amherstburg when he

heard of the movement, and he was prompt to

take advantage.of the situation. On the following
day, he led all his available men across the Detroit,
which here 'is four miles wide. One who was

pr&sent tells of the  weapons of the soldiers gleaming
in the sun, as they wound along a rough pathway

over the frozen river; and of the rumblmg of their
cannon wheels, which made the ice resound like
the roll of distant thunder. Next day they were
“joined by the militia and Indians who had been
driven back from Frenchtown; and by the evemng
of the twenty-first they were within five or six
miles of the enemy’s position.
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They were agam. '
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in motion on the twenty-second, two hours before
dawn; and had reached  their destination .and
were half formed for attack beioxe theu' presence
was discovered. i

Thus taken by surprise, the Umted Staw fa;'cgs
were defeated with’ terrible  slaughter. . Fe
escaped. Nearly half of those engaged “we
either killed in battle or overtaken and slain by
the Indians as they fled from the field.. Geml
Winchester himself was taken captive by Round-
head, the Wyandot chief; who, in the a

Tecumseh, was. in command of the dnmm ‘

To save the lives of the rest of his men, Winchest
arranged with Colonel Procter for. t:h&' nmediate
surrender; and thus it happened, in a little m ’
than six months from the time of the ﬁlﬂtgm ]
that a third United States genetalﬁ I :
became prisoners of war..

gwen up to}Colopel Procter at
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