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THE RIGHTS 0F THE PUBLIC.
A bit of news in the foreiga dispatchea; to the effect that

Stonehenge had been bought by a public spirited man and
presented to the British public, lias a close relation to a
recent decision of a New York court. The prehistoric
temple in Salisbury plain icnown as Stonehenge which
brings to this age a mystic <message from the past was
carelessiy placed by its builders upon lIand that afterward-s
came into the possession of a certain Englishman who
threw a barbed wire fence about it and charged visiters a
shilling admission-presurnabiy to pay for the wire, for
the "owner" had done nothing else In the wayof service
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NOTES PROM THE PUBLIC.
The N. Y. LegIslature la to be appealed to place a limnit on

the Urne that unImproved property can be held by church
organizations and charitable institutions free 'from taxes.
Jacob A. Cantor, president of the New York Tax Board,
has decided to take *is action after the discovery on the
tax books of hundreds of thousands of dollars' worth of
property exempt from taxes, mucli of it unused and con-
stantly lncrasing in -value. Somne of the property lias been
held twenty-ýseven years, and .1s stili unimproved ani tax
free.

Amos Pinchot, who argues for the cre-ation of a Federal
Business Administration for the purpose of freeing the
government and the public from the evils of the profiteer,
states in a letter to Chairman Kitchmn, of the Ways and
Means Committee that 287 of the larger business cor-
porations In the United States made excess profits aggre-
gating $1,559,331,730 during the fiscal year 1917. The 1917
profits of the United States Steel Corporation were $457,-
685,000; Its pre-war profits were $63,585.77. In support of
his. dlaim that the 80 per cent. tax wfll flot cruali business,
Mr. Pinchot cites the Increase In British trade under an
80 per cent tax. Great Britain's export trade In 1915 was
£384,900,000; In 1916 it was -£506,300,000; ;and Ia 1917 It
was £ 526,000,000.

w political. group, called the
by a number of Liberal and
tish Parliament, lias recently
)osais for social reconstruction
al levy, retention of the exce
îate form, a tax on ]and vaUi

Council, and
members of

1t. MnifAuta


