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DR. J. M. HARPER ON "THE CONSOLIDATION
OF THE EMPIRE."

(A Review),

An opportune article, f rom the pen of Dr. J.. M.Harper,
Of Quebec, recently appeared in the Quebec Chronicle. The
Pleading of the article, whi"h is under the title oif "The
COnsolidation of the Empire," is a practical one, and sug-
gests that a dloser consolidation of the Empire may readily
el-ough he brought about in and through a "Possible Par-
liamnentary Assimilation," ln termis of which the various
Overseas Dominions may shiare wîth -the motherland in the
administrative rule o! the Em~pire as a whole. And one
cannot but marvel at the coincidence of a renewal of the
friction on the part of the Irish leaders, whule the deihbera-
tions of the temporary Imperial War Cabinets a1re ýr
sOlemn progress, and the appearance of Dr. Harper's arti>cle,
as somnethlng whlch cannot but draw public attention to
the question of Imperlal Federation that bas to be settled
sooner or later In some way or another. Certain membe'rs
Of the lately constituteil Lloyd-George Cabinet, lncludfing
the Prime Minister hlmself, bave b."en telling ils f hat some
Ikluâ of a practical and fundamental change in our lm-
peril organization is la sight as a post-war necesslty.%
Oue Ca.,adian Minister, in comimenting in the articlesaS

"The points that D-r. Hlarper depals wlth are, inteoeestîng
')ne,,," that Miniister of the Crown say,ýs, "and the publica-
tion of the article em1bodylung them will no dOuibt stimulate
tliougbt upon a subject whiicb, always Of interest, assumnes
ýýreater importance under the present conditions wbichi
the Empire finds ltself placed, and the problems il wll
have t0 meet after the concli sien of the war."

The visit to London of Sir Robert Borden, as a co-adlseir
Wlith the euflarged War Cabinet of the day, seems f0 have
Formed the direct incentive lu iDr. Harper's mind to re-air
the subject which bas ever been o! great iuterest to the
British subject whenever it bas been mooted. The reason
Wbhy it bas been. so often laidl aside, wltb no practical
'esults emanating from the discussions over lb, isý easy of
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fixing of a co-relative provincial statue for Ulster axid
Wales and Scotland. The heterogenelty of rule of the
Overseas Dominions forbids them taking any part In the
fixing of suchi a status. And, if the House of Lords la to
be so reconstructed ln terms of a democratie demand
so as to admit of representatives fromn ail parts of the
Empire being given a seat on Its floor, that re-forming
bas to be brought about by the motherland herself, as a
prelimlnary to a possible Imperial Federation. There can
be no opening of the doors o! the Hou:se, of Commons to
the Overseas Dominions, since that is a body composed
of mem.bers directly elected by the constituencies of the
motherland in proportionate ratio."

And Dr. Harper proceeds to show that the second
chamber o! parliament in the motherland, called by what.
ever name may be given t0 11, i's where a lastlng and prac-
ticai Imperia] Fede'ration mnay be given ls first parlia-
mentary status. And the story of his argument is some-
thing whlch ougb-It to b)e read and spoken of by everybody
who has the future welfare, of our Empire at heart., The
Quebec Chronicle deserves credIt for having- the enterprise
of producing the article in full, with the reference made
in if f0 the visit oif our C'anaian Prime Minister and bis
thiree colleagues to London, to share ln-the deliberations of
the ampllfled «War Cabinet o! the day.

- DAYLIGHT-SAVING IN EUROPE.
A decree, bas been promulgated directing ail Itallan

clocks to be adlvanced One hour from April 1 to Sep-
tember 30.

.Ail dlocks ln France were put forward one hour at mld-
night on March 24, accordlng to the summer time bill
which bas been. passedi by Parliament.
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