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been opened up by the new railroads. In Lillooet, Cariboo,
Fort George, Fort Fraser, Skeena, Hazelton and Kamloops
Districts, the railroads have given access to millions of
acres, of land available for purposes of agriculture. In
these, and other land districts, large areas are shown on the
pre-emptors' mnaps-a series of maps prepared by the De-
partment of Lands covering 50,000,000 acres showing the
lands open to settlement-available to settlers. During the
past five years 16,000 pre-emptors have gone on the land;
the number is steadily increasing each year. <>

Hon. Franklin K. Lane, Secretary for the Interior of
the United States, writing in a recent issue of the National
Ceogaphcal Magazine, said: "The old philosophy that
'land is land' was evidently unfitted to, a country where
land is somnetimnes timrber and somnetimes coal; indeed where
land may mean water-water for tens of thousands of
needy neighbouring acres; for the lands of the west differ
as men do, in character and condition and degree of useful-
ness. We had not recognized this fact when we said that
land is land.' Lands fitted for dry-farming and lands that
must forever be unused without irrigation ; lands that are
worthIess save for their timber; lands that are rich in
grasses and lands that are poor in grasses; lands underlain
with the non-precious minerais essential to industry or
agriculture; lands that are invaluable for reservoir or dam
sites-these varieties may be multiplied and each new
variety emphasizes the fact that each kind of land bas its
own future and affords its own opportunity for contribut-
ing to the nation's wealth. So there bas been slowly
evolved in the public mind the conception of a new policy-
that land should be used for that purpse for which it is
best fitted, and it should be disposed of by te Government
wîth respect to thi
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application. Some excellent agricultural tracts-the ri
Fraser River Valley is a noteworthy example-have be,
developed on logged-off lands.

In the dry belt, in Nicola, Lillooet and Lower Caribc
where the annual precipitation is light, the question of t:
best method of farming under these conditions has receiv4
the attention of the Department of Lands. Last year e
perimental farms were established in Lillooet and. Nicol
the latter at an elevation of 3,900 feet above sea level, ai
there various crops are being grown with success under t]
principle of dry-farming, with results equal to those o
tained on irrigated lands, despite the fact that there wvas
annual rainfaîl of from. 12 to 14 inches., Theseexperimen
are fraught with the greatest consequence to the develo
ment of the large areas. Success means the possibility
profitable cultivation of some millions of acres of plates
lands and gently rolling uplands considered utilable heret,
fore only as open range. The prospects seemn bright, ar,
the expectation is that ere long, as a result of this exper
mental work in scientific dry land farming of the no
empty places of the great interior, will be filled with se
tiers who can develop the land advantageously along thei
lines.

Each and every problem is being dealt with in dt
broadest mnanner, so that the best utilization of the r
sources of the Province to the greatest benefit for the pub
weal may be secured, and there is a steady advance in la
settlement and developmnent under much better conditior
than would be possible if the Government induced settle
to go on the further lands without preparing the wayb
means of surveys and transportation facilities, expenimert
work and aught else required to provide for settlementt
der conditions which offer greater chances for success a
the pioneers had when they went to the frontier in adJvan
of sîmilar facilities and access to markets. Much goodla
awaits the settler ini British Columbia, and more is bel
gradually opened up by the extension of railroad and oth
transportation facilîties.
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