
BRITISH COLUMBIA FINANCIAL TIMES

Prairie Grain Crop Estimate for 1915
oba Free Press Report Gives Wheat Crop of 222,000,-
Q0 Bushels with Surplus of 180,000,000 for Milling and
xport-A1 Grains Estimated at 536,265,954 Bushels.

lie Manitoba F~ree Press, wbose estimates are care-
:ompiled and have been invariably conservative, pre-
its eleventh annual estimate of the crops of the three
Sprovinces, showing a grand total of ail grains of

5,954 bushels, or 91,567,433 bushels more than any
us crop. The wheat crop of 222,184,071 bushels is
,550 bushels higher than any previous wheat crop
1 in the west.
rhile this estimate falls considerably below the ones so
:ently announced by the railway and milling com-

it is very satisfactory and hias at least the nient oi
prepared after very careful investigation. The coin-
LI editor bas been travelling almost continuously since
th day of last june. In that time 1,447 miles of ruotor-
ci driving hias been done through actual crop and 10,087
by train. Ail districts visited early in the season have
arefully re-cbecked and ail available sources of informn-
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and her cultivated areas are scattered over so large a terri-
tory that it is bardly surprising that in an unusual season
she bas suffered more than eitber Manitoba or Alberta. In
spite of these drawbacks, however, sbe bas every prospect
of nearly 124,000,000 bushels of wheat. The average yield
of 18 bushels is slightly below the general average of 10.
years, but out of ber area of 6,884,874 seeded to wbeat,
Saskatchewan baslost very beavily in certain sections f rom
bail and also from cutworm, and on ber northeastern boun-
dary she bas suffered considerably from the late frosts and
in tbe -centre and south to some extent from the excessive
beat just at the time wben tbe wbeat was in tbe milk and
soft dougb stage. In the sections which in 1914 suffered so
severely from drought sbe bias, however, a most magnificent
crop, which, at the present time, is practically out of danger
from depreciation in yield. There are many crops in Sas-
katchewan that will go 35 and 45 bushels to the acre and had
it been possible to get the exact acreage destroyed and wbicb
will not be cut, tbere is no doubt tbat the average of yield
of the remiaining portion would have been much bigber than
18 bushels.

The oat crop of Saskatchewan at 40 bushels to the acre
is sligbtly above the 10-year average. It is, bowever, con-
servative in view of tbe stand of straw, but will probably
prove sufficiently bigb when thresbing is reacbed, as many
of the very beaviest stands are flot filled in proportion to
tbe straw. In fields already cut there are many sbeaves
wbicb balance perfectly even when lifted by tbe band instead
of tbe beads turning the butts almost perpendicular as a
good crop sbould do.

Saskatchewan barley is always a very small matter andV' tbis year much of it was late. Indeed many fields of barley
e seem to be later tban either wbeat or oats.
g Saskatchewan bias tbe largest area of flax and even ite is small in proportion to previous years, and, generally
n speaking, it is a poor crop, thougb there are some very
Lt considerable areas that will yield beavily.
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