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1 mericmn Rhodes Scholcrs.
IN the Newv York Nat1oni of Septeniber 17, thiere is a vcry intercsting six-column

treainient of the subjeet: Wliat does O xford tiiik of the )cmierican Rhodes
Scholars, by Mr. F. 1. Wy lie, Secretary of tbe Rhiodes *"frustees. 1XIiluc lias been
beard of Oxford fromn the point of vicw of thiese schiolars, but littie, if anything,
lias been heard on the other side, that is, fromn Oxford. At the University tlije
are less thaii tbrce tbotisand students ; tbe Rhodes scliolars make upl a p)ossible one
liuiiclrcd and iiinetv, an iiclaf of tbis niber are Arnericans.

UJniversity opinion acccpls tîlese seliolars as an eleineiît of real value. Ox-
fordi, in its traditions and rate of growth, lias been couservalive. It is fed by pub-
lie schools wbichi are essenitially, provincial, aud tbe influence of the Amnerican in
Oxford is of no sniiall impilortance in tlie inatter of brînlgîng the English public-
schiool boy to realize tit tbere are othcr xvays of doing tbinigs and other points of
view than those to whicb lie biad been acctustonied. A few sentences oleian<l quo-
tation:

"And the influence \xbîcb tbeyv (the Ainerîcan Rhiodes sebolars) exercise is
"flot nierely fresb, aud so stinilating. It is iii itself biealtbv. T1'le Ainerican
"'Rhodes scholar is, as a ride, sincere and robuist; lie is, on tbe average, older thani
''unr Englisli undergraduate ; lie knows better wlîat lie wants, anid is more strenui-
ýous in Iryiug to get it; lie is more independenit iii bis ju(lgnients; aud hie lias more
"perspective. Doubtless lie bias his own conventions ami sbibboletbs ; but, as tlîey

"are different from- ours, lie conminîoly gets tbe credit of beig less lianipereol by
"sucb tliings than we are. This mîay lie an illusion ; but if couints. ()ne way or
"1anotber, lie cornes to be regardeol iii tbe end1 1w undfergraduiates as well as dons
'-as a person with stuif in iibimi, aiid iuteresting; coines, nlot nlecessarily to be uii-
"clerstoocl, but cornnionly to be respected; to be geîîuinely liked ; to lie, iii acttial
"fact, very welconie."

It is only on the ptirely scliolastic sidle tbat lic gets au'. adlverse criticisin. This
is to the effect tbat, altholiob bie bias sbowu iniiself alert and versatile, quick to
take a point ami alive to the interesi of tliings, lie is wantiug i tborouglmness and(
proftundity. On tbis point, the writer says "If it is the case tlîat tbe education in
"the rnajorîty of Amierican colleges, su far at any rate as tlic A. 8. courses are
"conceriied, is miore broken upl tban ours intu stages and conipartnients, tlîis duf-
"fereuce may hielp) to. account for tlîe imipression wliicb seenîs to lirevail biere that
"the Anierican college mian, while bie is conspicuiously intelligent, aîul knows sontie-
"thing about a goud niany subjects, is deficient iii the grasp of any one subject,
',and nut sufficiently exacting in bis standards."

Tue Oxford autliorities tend to look uipon tbe Rhiodes scliolars as "mni pick-
"cci deliberately fronli a crowd of eager ami oistingiiislicd conîipetitors ; as curning,
"ini fact, weighted withi a wliole state's learingi ani( prestige" ; and aitbouigb tlîev
say that the examination resuilts obtained fronii tli are creditable, yet they admit
ihat tbey felt at first a tiny sbiock of disappointmient.

As f0 the extent tu which the Ainricaiis, as an elemient in the place, fuse with
flic other eleinents, there is a divergence of opinion. No general answer, how-


