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4The Trumipet MNajoi-," republished in Macinillan's Co
Ionia] Library, makes the round dozen of ilardy's works tha
have appeared in this form. Those wbo have already rea
it are aware that while it is inferior in power to sorte of th
othier works of the saine author it is written in pleasin
style and appeals to the large class of readers who enjoy
fresh, wholesome romance free from soul-harrowing inc:
dlents. The scene is laid in a village near the south coast c
England at the time of the threatened invasion of Napoleo:
early in the present century. lIs interest turns upon th
varying fortunes of a soldier, a sailor, and a young countr
sq~uire in their race for the band of an attractive Englis
girl. A trace of the writer's pessimistic and, alas !not alt,
gether false view of life is seen in the harum-scarum sailo
winning the prize, while his high-souled soldier brotheî' i
sent off to die in the Peninsular war.

I isturbing Elements." This is a very pretty, wholh
soine story. We have a femnale villain in it, and she is
Frenchwoman, and she does not say or do anything lik
what she would probably have said or done in a French novel
and theni she is completelv defeated. But there are othe
characters besides bers, and although the end of the stor
looks sad, it yet offers an outlook for something better. Tl
those who are weary of sensational stories, and societý
novels, ani the new womnan, and bad reflections of the detest
able French nove], we can recommend this wholesomie book
The volume is one of the series known as Macmillan's Colonia
Library, and is sold for 715 cents in paper covers.

"Maureen's Fairing and Ouher Stories." We should
prefer to say "lsketches " rather tban "lstories "; for', ai
though these sketches are stories, their menit seldom consistý
in the story whicb they tel]. As sketches, they are nearly al,
good, and to those who know and relish Irish language they
nîay have a greater charm than for ordinary English readers,
Still some of the stories, such as a "lA Formidable Rival,'
IMac's Luncheon," and "lThe Murphys' Supper " are distinct

]y good, and IlStopped by Signal " is very Irish. As wE
said before, some of the sketches are probably more
ententaining to Irishmen than to mere Saxons. For our-
selves, IlMaureen'.s Fairing," "lA Cream-coloured Cactus"
and some others are distinctly above us.

"The Redemption of the Brahman." We have already
noticed, witb approval and commendation, this striking stony
of Indian life, and need now only note that we have here
a new and cheaper edition in paper covers.

Letters to the Editor.

Nol' PROVEN.

Sii,-I observe in an editorial paragraph in TuE WEEK
a somnewhat hasty criticisma of Sir Richard Cartwright's
statement that the Royal Military College was founded on
the model of Westpoint. I do not know on what supposed
autbority you attack this statment, but I can assure you, onwhat I think unimpeachable authority, that the contradic-
tion is a mistake, and that the Royal Militany College was,as a matter of fact, founded on the model of Westpoint,
whicb, at that time, at any rate, was considened to be better
equipped and organized than either Sanbunst or Woolwich.
'Wý hether the College should have been founded at all is open
to question, but certainly it was the business of the Govenn.
ment wbxcb founded it to take tbe very best model possible,wheresoeven this was to be found. Sir Richard Cartwright
is usually pretty careful as to bis facts, and he was not likely
to make a mistake in regard to matters with which lie is
naturally so familiar.

Most people will tbink that the critics of the Liberals
must be pretty liard put to it for proof of the absurd and
stale cry of ' lookirng to Washington," if the simple state-
ment of a histonical fact over twenty years old is to be taken
as "lconfirmation strong " of such a~ Ilweakness !" I thought
THE WEFK bad a bigher regard for its old-time reputation
for fairness and fneedom from partisansbip ? And does it

mento imply that we are to ban and boycott everything
American,-that we are to deprive ourselves of the advant-

1-age of adopting their numberless improvements in &Il direc
It tiofl5? If sol what traitorous developments we may find i
d oui raîlway and tram-cars, our American bicycles, type-lt
e ers, sewing machines, printing pnesses-nay, even inoU
g church belis and organs. Don't let us have one nule l'
a talking politics and another in private life.

i-FAIRIPLV

e OUR E>UC ULION XL SY5'lEM.

y
h Sî-nT]iE WEEK of April 24th Mr'. GAit bas

article in wlîich he deals somewhat trenchantly With Our
r Ontario System of Education. Mr. Gaît has two cOIBPli,,)nfsto, enter against it :(1) The systemn is ton costlY. ()1

accomplishes ton little.
In support of this first contention he gives the tOtI"

amount expended during the past twenty years on publie aD i
high schools, viz., seventy-nine millions of dollars, anld l.a italics mean anything, bie affects to ne amazed at the 111gfl t1

e tude of this amount. A point of veny glreat importancedýe
fails to mention--that this represents tbe amtounit expende

ron the education of nine million pupils, which by simPle
Y division gives in round numbers, a cost of nine dollars fer

~pupil per year, an amounit which cannot certaiolY be consid
ered either costly or excessive;- and yet with' this ainoua
Mn. Glt is dissatisfied because of the lack of - productiofl
of scholars and great men." In migbt occun to other realI

ta hsamount is excessively small for the accomPlishoeeu
of the purpose Mr. Gait desires. To other readers "ho
believe that Ilpoeta nascitur non fit," the presence or s8&

1of any system of education is immaterial. ltThe second charge that our systema accomplishes O i
tle, Mr. Gaît assumes to be proven. by two statemnefl';
negative-we have produced no scholars and great n0e11
and a positive-we are a nation of newspaper and nOve'
readens. Whethen these are the correct and only mnea5'1Î'
of what a system of education should or should not &O3co1"

*plish seems open to question. There are many people W'
think that the development of the executive abilitY O h
boy or girl is a serious and important function of educatiOv'
Measured in ternis of this unit, will Mr. Gaît declaI'e thst
the people of Ontario are ini any way inferior to any Other
people in their ability to initiate and carry through refor1's
or in their management of thein commercial and legisltI
affairs? That Mr. Gait is quite positive of the value Of his
standards of measunement also appears doubtful. The"' '4
a gleam of consolation in tbe clause "lwhen we do prOdU ' e,:
Gilbert Parker " (the italies are ours) and Of ne<yret in
is conipelled to become an exile in order to maIe a livinlg
on accounit of Ilthe narrowness of our market eveii for works
of fiction." Mr. Parker is known as a pleasing novelise _bUle
to read novels is an evidence of the failure of our sySt' of
education. Lt is true also that we have a narrow glarket
only five millions of souls ; but surely that is not the f&Uî"'
of our educational system. It gives very many a great des
of pleasure to ead THE WEEK, anothen evdence accordîo*

to Mr. Gaît of the pernicious eftècts of our systemi of educ"Ition. The point I wish to make is, that it is a very huld"
thing to say specifically'what a systen of education hol
accomplish, and a much more difficult thing to Oetl
ineasune its results. ùoUr

The remedy proposed by Mr. Gaît is "'to restriet
efforts to public sohools only, and by making the -cours o
study more intenesting and îess pretentious we would Wat'
a more thorough education and would stay the annual exPla
diture of millions of dollars." How make the courseo td
more interesting? Mn. Gait would not have music or telpeacalgebra, geometry, bookkeeping, physics, or botb'1yrbut the plain and simple thnee R's. if Mr. (lt nvsà'

way of making eading, wring andurthei aloe ilee
esting for seven years of scbool life, hie would bc irdn ds
benefacton to tbousands of teachers if hie wouîd let theffl
know bow it is to be done. Hie also speaks of ]opping Oi
millions annuaîly. 11mw many millions? The annual 0 ePel
ditune is four and one-haif millions. oeaking away he
least possible number of millions, we have two and Oinubl
millions for the education of four hundred and fifty tho"t vwe
pupils; about six dollars per head, and for this anloun,'are to expect a yeanîy crop of "lscholars and great n'enl
it wonuh whiîe discussing the question funther from Mn. r î
basis ? W. H. JESKINS.
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