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elles to 3 and 4 ; (6) conscience, which
a1Pplieg ta ail.

As to abstinence, of whicb famous
fllôdern examples are the late Mr. John
!right', speeches, Voltaire was happy in

Le secret d'ennuyer est celui de tout
dire ";Y but it takes a good snip to excel in
the art of cutting out, And as to con-
Bcience, though it should be an easy one,
and no coward-maker, the great writer that
leck8 it will not hold a second generation.

J- O'N. in the 8peaker.

ONE LIGHT.

-This earLlh shalh vaxiish and shail icave no trace
Wandernc star-dust through the halls of
$Pace;

snakçod soul shall meet Truth face to face.
'et, While we wcar these veils of doubt and

Adkdream,
11()knw ilot things that are froin things that

And struggwle in black waters of time's strearn,

'lhere gleanis beyond onie light that shahl not

b an whose least reflection s;hall fot pale,
l0oe that streîv'theîis wln our spirits

(juail.
WILLIAM CAItMAN EOBE BTS.

A VETERAN OF 1812.*

A1rnong9 the names8 of those who have
doue good service to Cmiada in ber bour
OÎned that of James Fitzgibban deserves

honourable mention. The storm arnd strass
01 early days, in our now peaceful land,
1ý%de the need of brave, strong men to bear

1t irPerative...men of rugged frame,

'4glltc9courage and indomitable will.
Il tonY Creek," IlLundy Lýino " and
tQoeenston ileiglits " boar witoess ta the

tYPe of men who then stooci for Canada.
8tiscb as those was Fitzgibbon. Born

k1780 in that green island which bas con-
'tributed Bo iargely to Britishi renown ; the
'%ou of an Irish freeholder, whose ruined
etOne bouse, and paved courtyard may stili

the eeii on the south bank of the Shannon;
t*Young Irish lad began lifo in stirring

tiOleg. At the age o! seventeen ha carried
the Pike, and wore the sword and sash

o Yeomnry sorgeant. In 1799 Fitzgib-bo'Wag draughtod into the 49th regimlent
'a regalar sergeant, and soon bad bis tirst

oabl(f War in the short campaign against
th rencb in liolland, where his regiment,

Untder the gallant Colonel (aftewards Sir

ita10f crok rendered a good account o!
Itefat E-m'ont-op-Zee. Tkncpiei

th"'batie h ha a bsteof hife in a French
Prison. In April, 1801, the yonng soldier
Wa8 doing duty on hoard the Xonarck, in the
engagement~ at Coponhagen. Whilo on ser-

Vice witb the fleet he bad many opportuni-
ties 0of 8eeing Nelson, who, ho says, Ilap-

P'edthe most mild and gentle being, and

IWall doightful ta me to hear the way
th ailors spoke o! him." The 49tb wasUt11ately sent to Quel2ec and Fitzoibbons'

Soldierly qulitis-bis industry, integrity
86nd intelligene-gecured for bim rapid pro-
k1otioni and in 1806 Il Colonel Brook oh-
taind an ensign's commission for bis ' fav-

Qota sergEant.maj or' The character of
COlonel ]Brock may, in a measure, be gath-

f'ed froin the following paragraph : lFitz-
gibbon always said ho owed everything ta

Oiel Brock, lHe lent bim books, hall
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him witb him at every opportunity, encour-
aged him in the effort ta improve and edu-
cate himself, nlot only in every brandi of
bis profession, but in ahl that was oither of
worth or likely ta be of practical use ta
him as a gentleman, or in any position he
was ever likely ta fi11, at home or in the
colony." The following anecdote reveals
another phase of bis Oolonol's character.
IlUpon one occasion, at Quebec, in 1805,
Colonel Brock asked the (thon) Sorgeant-
Major why he had not done something ho
bad ordered. Fitzgibhon replied that ho
had found it impossible ta do it. ' By the
Lord Harry, sir, do flot tell me it is impos-
sible,' cried the colonel ; 1 notbing should
be impossible ta a soldier. The word im-
possible should not be found in a soldier's
dictionary."' A supplementary anecdote
forcibly illustrates the lasting impreasion
made hy such a teacher : IlTwo years after-
wards, in Octob2r, 1807, when Fitzgibbon
was an ensigo, Colonel Brock ordered him
ta take a fatigue party ta the bateau guard,
and bring round ta the lower tawn twenty
bateaux, in whicb ta embark troops sudden-
ly for Montreal, fears being entertained
that Americans were about ta invade the
Province in consequenco o! the affair bo-
tween the Leop)ard and the Chesapeake.
On reaching the bý.teaux the party discov-
ered that the tide hadl left them, and about
two hundrod yards o! deep, tenacious mud
intorvened between them and the water.
It appeared ta Fitzgibban impassible to
drag the large, heavy flat-boats through
sucb mund, and he had given the word, 'To
the right face ' whon it occurrod ta him
that, in answor to sucb a report, the colonel
would ask, ' Did you try it, air?1' file
therefore gave tho word 'Front,' and said
ta bis mon, 'J1 think it impossible for us ta
put the bateaux afloat, but you lrnow it
will not do ta tell tho colonel so, unless we
try it. Lgt us try, there are the boats. 1
arn sure if it is passible for men ta put
thomn afloat, you will do it ; go at thom.'
li bal! an bour the boats were in the wàter.
The troopq were thug enablod ta embarkod
a day earlier than if the ordor had not been,
carried out." Lt was by sucb teaching tbat
Brook inspired the men with whom he
saved Canada for the Empire. We can but
refer ta the affair at "l Bcaver Dam " wbero
Fitzgibbon, baving been flrst warned by the
intrepid Laura Socord, by bold and daring str-
tagy-9ven wben bis Indian allies were re-
treating-succeoded with 47 men in captur-
in, a fa rce of about 550 American saldiers.
Throughbout this campaign Fitzgibbon dis-
tinguished bimself as a daring and skilful
soldier, and many interesting anecdotes are
told of maving events of thoso stirrinz
times. The IlBeaver Dam " affair won for
Fitzgibbon a captaincy. ln the campaign
of 1814 he hold a commission in that fine
Canadian corps, the Glengarry Fencibles,
and at that time formed his most romandie
marriage. in 1816, as assistant Adjutant-
General of Mihitia in Upper Canada, the
subjeet o! aur biography occupied a bouse
in theolad Fort at Toronto. 1837 saw tbe
rebellian and its suppression by men corn-
manded by Fitzgibbon. This was an im-

portant avant in bis career and is given
,ith sufficient detail. The conduet of Sir
Francis Hlead, as described even at this
time, cannot fail ta prove exasperating and
contrasts Most unfavourably witb tbat o!
the strong and capable soldier wbom ho
thwarted and afterwards misrepresented.
Heaven preservo the empire fron sucb dis-
astrous incapables, o! wham, alas!1 we bave

had toc many. The details of Fitzgyibbon's3
later life are interesting and toucbing , and
tbe reader cannot but follow tbemn witb un-
flagging attention-till the brave aId
'knight of Windsor" drew bis last broath

on the lOîh of December, 1863, and was
laid at rest in the catacombs of St. George.
The stary of bis oventful life is well and
brightly told. This is another booki that
should ho in every Canadian library,
wbether public or private.

THE SYRIAN CHURCH IN IDA

À handsomely bound octavo volume of
388 well-printed pages and seven illustra-
tions centains the varied and valuable, in-
formation which the iRev. Mr. iRae bas
collected relative ta the Syrian Christians
o! Malabar. At present these Obristians
are 400,000 in number, and their story is
as interestîng as that of the numerically
mucb smaller community of white and
black Jews inhabiting the samoe ragion.
Prior te the publication of this hook, the
ordinary student af ecclesia4tical bistory
conte3nted himself with what was recorded
concerning these two peoples or classes iii
the Christian IResearches in Asia o! Dr.
Chaudius Buchanan. Now, however, wbile
it cannot be said that mucb fresh ligit lias
been shed on the origin of tho Syrian
Christians af Malabar by Mr. Rae's ex-
haustive examination of their record, the
student is furnisbed witb aIl the available
material for the story of their Church down
ta the pre3ent day. This work bas been
carefully and conscientiously parformed,
with many side lights of oriental bietory
and ecclesiastical antiquity pleasingly
tbrown in, and the wbole clothed in lang-
uage that is oftc-n graceful and at times
poetical.

The native Christians o! Malabar use
the Peshito version o! tbe Scriptures, one
af the very earliest translations from the
originals, so far at leagt as the New Testa-
ment is concerned, and tbis, o! course, came
from Syria, whereochurches hadi been
faunded sbortly before the commencement
o! St. Paul's missionary labours. Malabar
Christian tradition, and the statements o!
certain fathers o! the church, combine ta
ascribe the faundation of Indian Christianity
ta the Apostles St. Thomas and St. Bartholo-
mew, and tho latter source o! information
makres a Hebrew version o! St. Matthew's
gospel play a part in the evangelizition o!
the East. Although the conquests o!
Alexander the Great, the annais o! the
Greek kiogdom o! Bactria, and the narra-
tives of travellers bad made the nameaof India
known, that name in the eariy Christian
centuries was applied with great careless-
ness ta denote remate ragions in the eaet or
in the south. Abyssinia, Soutbern Arahia,
the shores of the Porsian Gulf, Parthia,
and other provinces a! tbe Persian Empire,
were indiscriminately called India. To say,
then, that Pantienus, of Alexandria, in the
second century, went on a mission ta India,
and that John o! Great India subscribed
the decrees cf the coecumenical council o!
Nice in 325, is not eougli ta establish the
existence o! a churcb in any part of in-
dustan, inasmuch as Frumentius, the apostie
o! Abyssinia, and Theophilus of Diui who
laboured in Arahia, bath as late as the
fourtb century are represented as Indian

* Tie Syrian CburchluIinndia. By George Milne
Rae, M.1A.. Felew of the University of Madras,
late Professor in the Madras Christian College.
Edinburgh and London: Williamn llacksv(od, &
Sons.
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