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either pre'is-men or academicianis, this exqui8ite thing enjcys a very promi
nient position on the line.

1 hadl occasion to visit Mr. Bensonls studio iii Boston the othier day.
lis confrère, Mr. Edmund C. Tarbeil, received us. IlIn Sumuier " they
had idiotically criticiscd wlien exhibited before beîng sent to New York;
al. the deliejous simplicity they imaigiin.cd the artist had ohtained with little
labour or care.

"0 f course Benson felt rather out up about it, for, ven sec, through the
whole summer, as longas hie could possibly paint out of (loors, hie worked
on the picture." Verily Mr. Bonson shall have his reward, in spite of a
Bostonian verdict. You don't conte across such an artistic conscience
every day. IlYes, the people here are horribly opposed to the new achool
but the press knows as miuch about painting - well, as much as it knowm
about anything cisc. Here is a sea piece Benson will send to an exhibition
in Chicago, l'm. sorry 1 hia en't more of his te show yen. There are soule
family portraits hie has almiost flnished, but lie wouldn't like theni Hhown.
Yes, portrait painting for nioney is bcastly enough ;we like the money,
but hate the work. 1 have a portrait iii the New York exhibition, a girl
with a little three-cornered month. Benson will be sorry to have înissed
you, but he's gene te Providence to teach a school "-with a grimace-
"yen know we must make use of many ways and ine(ans." Mr. Tarbeli,

as you sc, was quite inclined te be mnost obliging. 1 remuembered after-
ward4, of course, that 1 had marked his excellent portrait with a double
asterisk in the catalogue. Salutary as opposition înay be, there is danger,
you knew, when the wealthy profane feel frce te express their arbitrary
opinion on every createci thing, that the cravings of our seul yield te those

* of our sternach, and fromn artists we beceme artificers, whcn our work s4hall
be rather the depicting of a parvenu's progeny thaut the painting of suljoct,

* a whole cou)imnunity nîiglht covet.
It is se uncommetin te like what wu like, think4 a French wriîer.

The wild laugliter and appîlause tbat resouiided throughenit the last
night of Errninie's two years' run at the Casino wý3re artistically unpromi-
sing enough, yet surely less s0 than the forced Il bravo " i Italian opeýra
and symphony concert.

"' First niglits " with New Yorkers excite noue cf the elithusiasin and
expectatien they do with people who look upon the theatro as sometIîing
above a place cf more amusement. Strong waa the (lerinan and Italianl
elemtent at the initial performance of Verdi's (flello; pleasarîtly streng

r when yen were not in the very midst cf tic poor devils who hall paid their
dollar and a haîf te perch amnong the Ilgods." Ail those nervous little
exclamations, those ill-suppressed b)raviss4imios, your phlegreatic, nature
used te rail at in continental towns you now liail witlî satisfaction after
the soulless commients cf unrespensive, self-constituted Ainericanl critics.

Sonie one said Otello Ilout-Wagnered Wagner?' Net at aIl. Tlîough
'Verdi hias kopt abreast cf modemn ideas, (flello lias grown ani ripened under
[Italian sunshine. If there are ne nielodies iii it at whlîi a so-called music-
loving public cani spring, Htili are science and romance very closely allied
thoughout the opera. Life human, piesent, is what our art depicts to-day,
axîd painters in sonnd as well as iii colour wotild show us work net se
much satisfying in itself, as conitainiîig a faithfui picture cf live sunlight,
cf real rain. (flello the, opera, with its clever orchestration, is a painting
which must be te us goed in proportion te the degrce cf faiîhbfuiness it,
exhibits iii depicting Othtello the play. Verdi seemis the illustrator cf
Shakespeare. Te say with any authority how far hie lias succeeded, one
must bave heard the work many times. Louis Lwi)..

WIIAL 18 GAMBLJNO"

Smeiî three or four montlîs ago the Wlilnesq, cf Montreal, drew attention
te the existence in that city cf certain establishments, knowit iii popular
slang as bucket-shtops, which prefess te trade in stocks cf varicus kinds, but
which, as a niatter of fact, scarccly make even a pretence cf traiisferring

fromt seller te bnyer the stocks which are prefessedly soid and boughit.iThe Witne88 centunded that such transactions de net constitute tradinig
either in the real or iii the legal sense cf the terin, but are strictly cf the
nature cf gambling. Day after day the indefatigable reporter cf the news.
paper kept furnishing his readers with freshi descriptions cf the alleged
gambling, coloured by a few tragic pictures cf the tinancial and moeral ruiîî
te which it had led. Public interest certainly, if net aise public indigna-
tion, was aroused; and the preprieters cf the bucket-shops assuredly did
net allay these feelings by entering a suit against the Witness for danmages
of a somewhat startlîng amount. As the authorities were called upen te
stop the business of these establishmients, but as ne steps were taken in
that directien, it may bie inferred that there was at least some deubt as te

t"the applicability of existing laws te the case, Tbis is confirmed by the
fact of the lien. Mr. Abbott having brought a Bill into the Sentîte, which.
is intended te put the business cf bucket-shops under the legal stigma cf
gambling. From the obvions current of public opinion it may be pre.
sumed that Mr. Abbott's Bill will become law, and many social refermers
will bie apt te rest satisfied with such a deliberate public cendemnation ef
gambling, evea when it is cleaked under the ferais cf trade.

But it is always well te remember that legisiation, even when wise, is
at best merely a political reforre, and does net itecessarily împly any moral

4imprevement ef seciety. On the centrary, if a law dees not-and a law
rarely can-represent the very highest moral côniceptions, it may often
check, rather than stimulate, the f ree and full expansion of the moral life

* by leading men te confine their moral aspirations within the bare letter of
legal requircients. This in fact is eue ef the most constant impediments
in the way of moral elevatien; and therefore aIl great moral and religieus
reformers have been obliged te adopt the lins of teaching, familiarized by
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the miemorable example cf the St'rnîont on the Mount, which insists that
the fulfilment cf law requires its observance, net iii its letter alonte, but in
its spirit and its trilth. It may therefere be w ýrth while considering what
is the meal height and front cf the offence involved iu gambling, in order
that wc may appreciate those demands cf the spirit of justice, te wbicb
gambling is essentially eppcsed.

l'le terni guombling is eriginally another ferre cf garniing, and expressed
therefore at first the idea of play -a word wbich, it is scarcely necessary
te add, is aIse often used for gambiing eperations. This enigin cf the idea
1.5 in(icated in alher languages aIse, as in the French jeu, and the Germa',
spiel, vith their derivatioii.. Now, ail sorts cf play-all gatres and sports

-are distingui sled freont the earîîest work cf life by the' fact, that tue exer-
tiens they iinvelve atmi at ne end beyend th."îiseives, the player being satis-
fiel with the simple pleasure cf the, exertion. The mari cf healthy body
amdinmmd dees net seek any additioiîal inducement te sport ; and gaules
retain their innocent and whîolesomie fonction in buman life, se long as
they are kept frue freint extraneous excieients. But the saine morbid
craving, which turus away front tire simîple joys cf nature and prefers the
unhîealthy excitement cf tîrtificial stimulants, whether material or spiritualý
seeres te have inifected at amn eariy peried the natural passion for play;
and, as a resuit of this, utider tl grades cf civilizamien the- device ceeres te
be famoihiar cf trying te vemîhance the pleasure cf genuine sport by adulter-
ating it witlî the whlîoly distinct desire cf gain, which lias ne proper place
except in ceminectien witli the, seiomns busîiness cf life.

TPle evils, flowing frontî tiuis uiilappy inisahliance, have beeti inanifold,
but have mostly teiîdtd iii two directions: tlîey have cerrnpted either the
pure enjeviieiits cf sport or the pure pursuits cf business. Both cf these
evîls have cahil'd foithtihei earne,"t effort.i of pilianthropie minds, theugh
it i4 naturally tue latter tlîat bias iiîainly excited the ulenunciations cf
moralists, anid le te the iirohibhitory mieasures cf legîsiators. Neyer, per-
haps, in the history cf tAie worid bias tuis evil assurned sucli appaiiing
ferres ami proportions as in our own day. Driven frein nmodles and places
cf acknowledged gainbling, the spirit cf the ganîbier lias seuglit sbeiter
nnder the forais cf legittînate trade, aîîd appears te be se successfui ini
this ruse, tiîat legaml inignuity niay possibly be baffled in its endeavolir te
dicentangle the confusioni tlius created. At Ie-ast it wili be wise net te
trust tee tirîrîiy iii the, pohîiticai expedient cf prohîilitory legislation. -ý'
long as the gaming spirit exists, the cunig, with wbiclî it has been
cemmioniy ailied, will endeavour te ontwit, aîîd wili probably often su0C
ceed ini eutwitting, tue incst ingenions devices cf jurisprudence ; and tbeie
eari be ne ccmiplete security agaiiist the inventions of this cunining tili the
reasen and conscience cf the conunity ha~ve heen thoroughiy impressedy
îîet nîerely with the iniqnity of bucket.sbops, but with the essential mil1

ness cf th(e spirit wlîich leads te gambliuig iin aîîy forni.
Aid therefore we cari corne back upen the question, What is it thit

constitutes tAie es3eice cf the garnber's vice? h iougi mnany turn With
seine conteiîpt front the practicai id wlîich looks at social problettr5

maitnly freont the standpoint cf ecenomny, yet lîcre, as in many other cases,
it is the econonieai view cf a question tîmat furnishes the key te its moral
and politicai l)earings. Ngw whti aitilini t ecnitiai aspect'I
It inipiies essentially a payint for nie value received. It lias of course
o ther evil featares wlîiclî assune more or less proîninence in peculîaIlr
eîrcunistances. On these it is unnece.ssary here to dwell. Underyifl9
thein ail], and formng a permnanenît distinction cf ganribling arnid ail itS
variations, is the fact thiat the gamebier is seeking te obtaîn a porticn of the
wealth cf the world, whicii lie hias donc notliing te preduce, and for he
hie gives ne equivalent. In every tranîsaction cf legittînato trade it '0
unmlerstood thiat the parties interested shahl give eacb other a genuine qzi
pro quo: in gaunbliîg it is assumed that oe party shall winl, an.d the other
shahl lose, a quid pro nihtilo. It is thîis that censtitutes the essential illJt-S5

tice and meaineesH cf gambling ; and it is becanse this inherent meannes
eati be canningly ceuiceïtled, tlîat ganîbiing fernis quch a subtie poisoniii
the social life cf a people.

For it is cniy whem the intriîîsic nature cf the operation is glozed O0er
by cerne ingeîions fititon, thiat mon cf lionemîrable feeling ailow themsevn
te ho drawn into iL. AIl trade is exchange, andi every just transaction i
trade is ai exehange cf equivalents, se that the parties are understeod to
be lef t, as far as values are coîîcerncd, in the saine relation te e"Ch Othe,
as that in which they stood before the exebange teck place. This a55an~p
tien cf justice cari explain some curions facts in the industrial histOrY O
the world. Frein any ch er peint cf view iL wouid ho impossible to er
stand the singular unanimity with whichi ail the great thinkers, Pag~an afld
Christian alike, of the ancient as weli as cf the medioeval worid, cond~entned
the takimîg cf interest or Ilusury," as iL was cemmonly termed on 1ne
lent. Te there it seenied that the usurer was sîmp]y taking froilith
borrower more than hie had actually lent hire, and was therefore exacting a
payment for whicb lie had given ne equivaient. The modemn mind is a180

snrprised at the moral objections which ancient thinkers very g. eaose
frei th sae sorce Th anientthiker 1k th eniralî

expressed against tradinîg, especiaily in retail. But the objection f th
rnerchant's labeur as an addition te the value of bis commedities, regar
hum as stmp]y exacting front his customters more than hoe hireself W paid

something, therefore, fer which hoe bad given ne equivalent. An t
the clearer industrial thongbt cf thîe modern worid it is aise selfeîdm
principie cf commercial justice, that neither party in a commercial traan.
action shail overreach the otlier so as te obtain fronm bir mere thai a! fa
equivalent for wlîat hoe receives. How far this principle wouid reach imite
the ecenemical relations of inen, iL is impessible at present te sketch evOll
in vague outline. Any one, who meflects on the distribution cf the Wat
which is preduced fremn year te yeam, must sec that the toiiing hav
receive but a very meagre equivaient for the labour whtch they
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