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A NEGRO “ISLAND OF
SAINTS.”

iNew World).

Perhaps it may surprise many ofi stricken flock to

our readers to know that there is
a model Catholic community in

this country made up entirely of*yssist them at

colored people.

from Alabama mainland by

called Mo Louis Island and com-
as  the Islapd  of
States,” latter  appelation’
may = seem  an exaggeration cons
sidering the reports circulated by
nearly  all the papers of the coun-
try about the “degraded negro.”

The people of the community are
colored, but they are also Catholics
of the strictest kind, As to their
sterhng faith, the testinwony s not
that alone of the writer, but also
of four bishops of the Mobile dio-
cese and  of all the missionary
priests who have at diflerent times
attended this model community.

The first trip the writer made to
this place will never he forgotten,
because ot the exemplary  faith
there manifested und the like of
which he never before witnessed in
any other place in his missionary
career. When be pot off the train,
some thirty odd wiles from JMobile
City, he found himself at a  small
station.  There were ne cabs to
drive ‘thr(mgh the woods to the
Catholic scttlement, and
he was sent to sav Mass. Meeting
two young men near the railroad,
he learned {rom them that he had
yet to travel some three miles be-
fore reaching his destination, and
knowing there was no teain on
hand to go there, the two young
men generously offered to take the
priest in their naptha launch down
the river to the objective point,
which they called “Settlement.”
The day wase hot, ther¢ was no
shade in the Tauneh, and no breeze:
on the water. The reader can im-
agine the condition of a traveller
in Alabama waters on such an oc-
casion.

After an hour we reached a ship-
vard at the mouth of Fowl River.
On arrival we were joyfully wel-
comed by a colored family of Mon
Louis Istand. The father was at
work, but the mother leading the
family came to  the priest, and,
kneeling, asked his blessing for her-
self and her children. This, certain-
Iv was the mast welcome address
any priest could desire. This house
formed, as it were, the outpost of
the settlement, which wus reached
by a short jaunt through the
woods.  Approaching  our point
proper, the people came forward,
and with glad smiles welcomed the
priest and asked his blessing.  The
houses are all  clustered together,
not, however, too close to prevent
each family from having a small
yvard for garden. From house to
house the priest went, simply by
leaving  one and entering anotlier
through gates, which opened each
into its neighbor's vard most con-
veniently. Evervywhere neatness
and cleanliness were noticeable. the '
countenances of these good people
reflected the purity of their hearts.
Coming to a small church-shaped
building, the priest was told it was
the “Oratory.” On the walls were
small sized stations, a small altar
in front and the statues of the
Blessed Virgin and St. Joseph. The
inner roof of the building was bare,
and the rafters hespoke their age.
This  was the first church these
good people put up some seventy
years ago. Over the door was the
cross, and near it the hell.
present this so-called “Oratory’ is
used for daily pravers and de-’
votions. KEvery morning at six the
bell calls the people to morning
prayers; at midday the Angelus is
rung, and again at six o'clock in
the evening all the vear around;
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the third bell calls every one for ,n. o month.

the recitation of the beads.

After highly commiending this de-'
votion to the Queen of the Holy
Rosary, the writer was told why
they were so faithful in the daily
recital of the bheads. During the;
civil war the Confederate forts ati\
the mouth of Mobile Bay were in.
danger, every available man was}i
taken awav from Mon
needless to

old had to go. It is

say what sorrow this occasioned. | Voice from God for
The good Jesuit Father who was | guidance,”
was]

visiting this place at the time

Patrons will confer a favor on the publishers of the ‘“Review”’

The location Of; The misfortunes of war, particular-
this community is on the west, |y (he
shore of Mobile Bav and is cut Oﬁzcamping grounds, left little hape in |
! ! .b"“'l.the hearts of the mothers, wives'
River, thus forming a little lsland‘and sisters for the return of their

to which h,g

Louis'her to deliver France
Island to defend them. Young and{ English:

“the only one the people could turn’
;to in their aflliction. And he, to!
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comiort and console them, led the!
iway to the “Oratory” and recited
tthe beads. He advised his sorely
say the Rosary,
every day, that the Mother of God
imight protect those in war and,
the hour of death. !
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beloved ones,

One cvening, however, about six'
o'clock, as the people were coming -
out of the QOratory after the re-'
cital of the beads, their hearts sad!
but reconciled to God's will, the\'%
were startled by cheering which re--
echoed in the piney woods. Belore
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WRITE TO-DAY FOR BLUE RIBBON PREMIUM LIST.

they had a chance to realize the Blue Ribbon Mfg. Co., §5-87 King St., Winnipeg, - S
N A |
situation, thev  heard the strong i
voices of their fathers, sons, bro- Afgenjs

thers and husbands Joviully chant-
Ing a hvmn to the Blessed Virgin.
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voices. This was certainly abeauti- Our stock of Coon Conts s peritaps
volces. This was certainly a beau-

the Tarpest ever shown 1ts certeiniy

tiful thanksgiving rendercd publicly
to God by a whole community:
and pood reason  they had, too,
Blanr Was missing. The
forts which they were to  defend i prssible to buy,
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the day before their arrival at the
mouth of  3ahile and they
were allowed  to  return to their
homies in Mon Louis. The Rosary
been recited every day since
by these good Christion people, in
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Look Neat and Tidy =
Keer vour Clolhes Well Pressed and Cleaned

And Hawe Them Done af ihe & B

Maple Leaf Renovating Works
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£0 to church and sing  miost de 1 Persian Lamb, upwards ‘

votedly the Litany of the Blessed $75‘00
Virgin.  After this, prayers are | Write for Catalogue ** B,
said for the bope, the bishop, the | =rmsmn i s e
poor souls in purgatorv and for ' |
the conversion Iof iinn‘er's. At the S HAMMOI\ D
close of this pious excrcise the Dc THE FURRIER.
Profundis is slowly recited, and the ; 430 Main Street
church bell is tolled as if there was !
a funeral. This tolling is called the i
“De  Profundis bell,” and all who |
are unable to attend at the church !
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silently recite the Prayers for the' Tﬂ o o R i
dead. . 1t The Harinfelt :
The first Saturd ay  the writer:

was there he heard ahout seventy
penitents—all that could possibfy
get there—and to say the confes-
sions were a source of

Mattress -~

If you have ever slept on one, §

you could pick it from a dozen
) other kinds in the dark,
15 only 1o express the fact mildly. The only Mattress that while
I the priest remains g few davs, rou sleep dry, fresh aic is con-
Mass is attended bv the ])C()r)lf“’lf b stantly cireulating through every
. X - ’ A vt of it keeping it cool, dry and
iy RPN . . . ) part s 1y s Gl

x o'clock. Some of the men work perfectly ventilated.
their {farms, some are engaged on

edification
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It combines all the goodness of

the river, others in the woods and ! the all-hair matiress and the best
at the shipvard., The women amnd it mattress with any  bad
A . qualities le .

girls  have all that Christian: palities left out

modesty and refinement about them
which is so characteristic of g good | i—i
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Catholic maiden or mother, Sun- Is built up in several alternating .
day is a tvpical Sabbath resting lavers of soft white cotten felt and

day wherein all are happv. The clean springy black hair. !

children are delighted to receive a ' Ve are sole agents for them. {
holy picture or gmcdal fr(gnfl cth(;: t\;c oot cotren S Stock of all |
R . ) 1e best cotton felt mattresses. |
priest. Their little Rosary beads |
are entwined on their fingers or
hang around their necks. In every
house is  the crucifix, holy watel:,
blessed candles, religious i)ictures,
and very often the photos of nuis--
sionary priests, who have visited
the place durin the last seventy' — e
or eighty years.g The chalice uset}i’}\l- P. RHLE!GH» D-D'S'J
by the writer when saving Mass! DENTIST
vas one presented to the Mon |y, 1074, 53413 MAIN STREET
Louis people by Bishop Quinlan, the ! Christie Block. Cor Main and James Sts.
second Bishop of Mobile. LT
Never has the writer elsewhere
met people more grateful for Mass, |
benediction or sermon than he has RESIDENCE [ 232 DONALD STREET,
found these good people of Mon: TELEPHONES
Lauis Island. The last though not OFFICE 541. RESIDENCE '863}:
the least, gact to he recorded in' ~ T T B .
favor of this model community is, ‘¢T¥ much [rightened. It was mid-,
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that theyv follow their religious day, in the summer in my father's

practices now and have ever done &2Tden. . . . I heard this Voice to |
$0, without the assistance and in- MY Tright toward the Church;
couragement of a permanent pas- farely do 1 hgar it wit.hout its be- |
tor. They simply have the benefit !N accompanied by a light. . It
of a travelling }nissione1rx- priest, Seemed to me to come .from‘ lips I
who calls at their good scttlement Should reverence. I believe it was%
i sent me from God. When I heard |
it fur the third time, I recognized
e that it was the voice of an angel.g
'The Voice has always guarded me

JOAN OF ARC. well, and I always understood it; |

It is likely that Joan of Arc will| it instructed me to be good and to
soon be numbered among the re-;go often to church; it told me it
cognized saints of the Church. In! was necessary for me to come into
her testimony at her trial, she gave France. . . . It said to me two or
this account of the voices that led ! three times a week, ‘You must go |
from the|into  France.' My father knew |
Inothing of my going. The Voijce|

when I had agsaid to me, ‘Go into France.’ Itl
my help and|said to me, ‘Go raise the siegef
she says. “The first; which is Meing made before the
time that I heard this Voice, 1 was | city of Orleans.’ " >
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ARE REMEMBERED LONG AFTER THE

PRICE IS FORGOTTEN.

I'M HAPPY!

WHY »
Because 1 have at last found a place where T can get my linen laundered
just right. and my suits pressed and cleaned to look like new. Their Dye
work is O.K. At 309 HARGRAVE STREET (Telephone No. 2300)
you will find

o> The Modern Laundry and
Dye Works Coy., Ltd. . .

Located in buildings erected specially for their work, Their line of mac-
hinery \operated by experts) is the most modern that money can buy.
Their expensive Water Softening Plant furnishes soft water for washing,
saving the company the cost of chemicals and soap, and our linen does not
rot, crack and tear in pieces. I recommend their work, Give them a
trial and enjoy life.—Yours truly, HAPPY JOHN.

Special Attention Given to Consignments from Country Towrs.

.. Che. .
North [est Laundry €o.

Limited.
—— CORNER MAIN & YORK STREETS

Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s Clothes Cleaned,
Dyed and Pressed. o - K 5
Dry Cleaning a Specialty. & st o

Telephone 1178

Our Rigs call everywhere in the city. Satisfaction Guaranteed or no charge

by mentioning its name when they call upon the advertisers-
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