
THE CANADIAN. SPECTATOR. 291

the conclusion that tbere is sometbing wrong somewhere. Outwardly, one
must grant that it looks ver' iveil. There are churches numerous and fine,
popular preachers enough and to spare, and pews with well-dressed listeners.
But, fo]low those listeners to their homes ; read the semi-sentimental religious
books the>' read ; listen to the worldly and business gossip the>' talk ; hear thé
glad anticipations of the youth clustering round the evening service, at which
hie bopes to meet tbe maiden wbom. be at present worships more devoutl>' than
anything else; commune with 'the maiden aforesaid, and catch the strange
medley of love, bonnets, pull-backs, choir music and Ilthat love of a preacher,"
wbich falîs from bier lips,-and then state your solemn convictions about the
real meaning and object of Sunday observance among the influential class
of Ilworldly-boly " people who frequent our churches. Are the>' much dis-
tinguished from that other despised division called Ilwholly-worldly " ? Abuse
me not, dear reader, for these bighly descriptive titles. I am flot guilty. I
merel>' quote an eminent writer of this present age.

Now, granting that regular church attendance, total absorption in so-called
religlous reading and conversation, and a Puritanical, Calvinistic depression
of spirits over the ever-present thought of our sins and iniquities, constitute
strict Sabbatarianism froni an othodox point of view, is flot the above true
description of things as they are a dismal picture ?

But to the non-orthodox it is full of meanînfi. Tbere is one noble, con-
sistent idea running througb aIl its lines, flot very dîstinctly brought out as yet,
but full of promise for the future. It is tbis,-that a mani's religion is hi: i/e,
and that neither man nor woman can have any other. To wliatever outward
fornis or ceremonies, denorninated Religious, bie or she may conform, they are
mere excrescences. It is the life tbey lead-not the cburch tbey attend-which
is their religion. Thorougbly awake to this fact, the>' cast off the shams of
religious demeanour the moment the>' leave the Ilreligious édifice " in wbich
the>' are supposed to worship,--cburcb we cannot caîl it, for that is more tban
a building; their church, like their religion, is their life. So universal is the
sympatby with this line of conduct that people are nîo longer asbamed to live
their ordinar>' life even on Sundays, amîid their chosen friends or associates,
though hardly yet prepared to cast off their allegiance to the ostensible code
of the outside religious world of wbicb the>' form a part.

The tume is coming wben this too will be done. Then men will show
more plainly wbat they really are. Respect for Sabbatarianisnî as an outward
and visible institution, respectable from its very antiquity, once gone, men ivill
appear in their true colours. W'hat will then become of Sabbatb observance?
If it be no part of the real life of tbe man, the place that once knew it 'ivilI
shortl>' know it no more. But let it not' be understood by this that any
abrogation of tbe Sabbath as one day iii seven for rest and relaxation is to be
feared. That is a necessit>' of our physical nature, and mankind know this too
well readily to forego it. Yet men differ in their ideas of rest. 'lo one man,
physicailly and rnentally over-wrouglit throughout the week, rest is slecp, or
absolutc lîhysical quiescence. To another, whosc occupation is sedentar>' and
monotonous, a day's ramible iii the country, fishing, boating, &c. &c., is refresli-
nient and joy. Anotheïr, whose sphere of labour lies chiefi>' far aiva> from wife
and littie ones-a traveller, for instance-fiîîds bis rest anîong bis children at
bis own fireside, or rambling on the green-sivard of the parks in utter idleness,
loving to see tbem play' arouind bim, conscious of bis presence and rejoicing in
it. The need of rest is fulI>' met b>' these and various other means. It is flot,
therefore, safe to base the existing strict Sabbatarianism on the tbeory of the
necessit>' of one day in seven for physical rest.

Sometbing mc Ire is needed. A higher, bolier thought must bc inherent ini
the terni Sabbath, or it is weîl nigh meaningless. Tlhe Sabbath wvas nmade for
man, flot man for the Sabbath. It is flot a dlay-one special limited time-but
a state or condition to wbich men may, by God'q help, attain and live in con-
stantly every day ftom Sunda>' to Saturda>', both inclusive. If it is Iawful to do
go0d on the Sabbath day, it is equall>' lawful to do good ever>' day. If it is
Iawful to do evil on week days, it is no less lawful to do evil on Sundays. We
have no special record of any difference in tbe outward life or conduct of our
Lord God and Saviour on the Jewisb Sabbatb. He went about domng good
every day, because He was, and is, Goodness itself, the Infinite Good-Grod
Himrself the one Jehovab-infinite Love and infinite Wisdom. Tlhat is Our
exan-ple. Not a religion for Suindays, but a Life for ever>' day,-a life drawn
froin Hini into our being, and permitted free course into our every act. 'lrue,
He did flot do away with the fourth commandment. He came flot to destroy
the Law and the Prophets, but to fulfil,-to fill full with His Divine Life every
jot and tittie of the Law. He came and showed in Life the inner mean-ing of
the truc state of Sabbat,-a state of truc rest, in wbich ever>' faculty, ever>'
Power within us rests on Hîm, willing and ready to do His will in every, or an>'
path of life. Such Life is Love-not love of self, but love towards others. B>'
that Ifla5fl only can we exercise ail our powers of Will, Intellect, and Act, fully
and usefully, so that flot one facult>' iithin us shall be a strain or torture to the
other, but each work barmoniously in restfiul activit>', filled to the full measure
of the man with a Divine influx of Life, for wbich our gratitude to God can
neyer in this world find full expression. That is the Sabbat,-our true and
hol>' rest.

Sucb is the highest state to which man can attain. Alas 1 it is slow in
coming; but onl>' because ive do flot ivilI that it should. coine. With but
feeble love and longing do we repeat the words : IlPh>' kingdoni corne, Thy
ivilI be done on earth as it is in Heaven "; but the powver is there if we will
but perfiiit entrance, There is no path in life which it cannot fill-no work
of ours in1 the world. which it cannot penetrate, if we are working for others-
flot for self. There is the test. If an>' man will serve God, let him deny
himsdf, thus take up fis cross dail>, and follow God in that path which He
trod as the Divine-Humanity.

Man>' are doing this, and their influence is spreading, because it is practical
influence-not words, but deeds. The views of humanit>' are changing. There
will short>' be much greater changes. Sabbatarianism, however strict, must
give way to the good of humnanit>'. Charit', kindness, love to one's fellow-man,
must take its place. The day is flot far distant whien such a phenomenon as
this ivilI be seen, good men, honest, pure, and Christian, ivill be found willing
to minister to the physical needs of their fellows, even on the filrst day of the

week, by running trains, steamers, and other means of conveyance on that day
to enable the toiling denizens of cities to breathe the purer air of the country,
visit their relatives or friends, and enjoy the intercourse and refreshment which
social communion with those niear and dear to us is intended to give, but which
is too, often denied them by circumstances beyond their control throughout the
week.

The use/ul work of the world need flot cease because of the Sabbath, yet
none need be denied a seventh day of rest. It is simply a matter of those
dollars and cents which men love much more ardently than they love their
fellow-men. An extra staff of hands on railways, steamers, &c., is ail that is
required to make it possible to give a/i one day's rest in seven. To put it
practically, the one-seventh of extra outlay for wages would be, more than
probably, repaid by the one-seventh of extra receipts. And surely if the men
pine for the "lservices of the sanctuary," there ought to be devout clergymen
enough fouind willing to devote a day, or an evening, in the week to preach to
those who thus sacrifice the conventional Sabbath to do good to others on
that day.

Verily this is an insane idea 1 saith the reader. Is it? It certainly seem s
s0 in this selfish and grasping age, which believes but little in the truth or
beauty of self-sacrifice. But none can deny that it is practicable if we will to,
makeé it so.

Question, rather, Is it right ? Is it a truth worthy of a life devoted to it ?
If so, do it-in your place and station as far as you can. If the day is every-
thing, the outward semblance of religious rest ail important, such action is
clearly wrong. If, however, "lail religion hias relation to life, and the life of
religion is to do good," it must be right to observe the spirit of the Sabbath
and conform the letter to it. The letter killeth-the spirit giveth life---life that
cares for others' life, for others' happiness, their physical as well as spiritual
well-bting, and sees that neither can be benefited separately. The Sabbath is
a state that was made for man. It is bis true condition. To that hie must rise
if hie would fulfil the order of his being. Man was not made for the Sabbath
as an outward thing, but as an inward state, which, when attained, will evolve
an outward and constant daily "SABBATH.'

CORRESPONDEÉCE.

T!2 the Fditor of the CANADIAN SPECTATOR:.

DEAR SIR,-The writer would have taken no notice of a communiication
wich appeared in your last edition, signed "lElector," had you not-to some
extent at least-endorsed his views, and consequently accepted as correct the
reasons lie advances for holding such views, and I now Write for information,
which doubtless IlElector" or bis adviser will be willing to give. I would
like answers to the following simple questions :

i. How is Montreal suffering from the rechiess financial policy of the present
Governinent?

2. How bias this p~olicy destroyed the tea and sugar trade ; and whiat
evidence is therc tbat it bias paralysed manufactures ?

3. What importers are leaving Montreal and going West?
4. Does not the saine policy obtain in the West as in the East?

I oppose Mr. Devlin's candidature (having previously warmly supported
bhim), because hie now wishes to separate his Irish Rom-an Catholic friends from
the rcst of the conimunity with different interests and duties, and therefore
requiring a diffèrent policy, &c. But I do not see in that gentleman's past
history any warrant for the averment made by IlElector,"1-also endorsed by
you,-tbat "h le (Mr. D).) will be subservient to the Mackenzie Government."
Mr. Devlin is somcewhat tenacious of bis opinions, be they good orbad, wise
or unwise, and what lie says lie generally does.

Thbe remark imputed by IlElector " to Sir John A. Macdonald, that Mr.
Devlin was Iltoo sliîpery a fish for his net," proves that Sir John-splendid
fisher of men as hie is known to be, baitinq his hooks witb any or everything-
tried to catch Mr. I)evlin, and failed. Sir John may console bimself, bie has
flot caught Mr. Devlin ; but bie bias landed an IlElector," and hias him safely
basketed,-there let bimi remain cool and moist in the mud and moss of Pro-
tection, and joy be witb him and unto him. But froni the endorser, better
things were, and still are (by another elector>,

"HOPED FOR AND EFFECTED."

Toù the Edilor of the CANADIAN SPEVCTATOR:

SÎR,-I sce a great deal in tbe newspapers just now about protecting our
manufacturers, and I hear a great deal of talk about it too, till I anm quite tired.
For my brother is a member of the, Conservative Association here, and lie
attends meetings every evening, and after the meetings he comes home with a lot
of men-sorne of thern are nasty fellows that I hate, but hie says we must show
theni some attention to try and carry the election. And they sit and drink beer
and smoke on the verandab, and talk very loud and -fast, and sometimes theY
even say bad words about the Governiment. Though I arn sure they can't saY
anything that is tao bad about themn, for I think Mr. Mackenzie and Mr. Cart-
wright must be very wicked men to, spoil our trade, and starve our workiigflItel
and their poor wives and children. I may tell you, my brother started a factotY
some years ago, and was doing ver>' well tiU sorne mean Arnericars-the>' are,
generally a low set of people, the Arnericans-c<arne over and pokked hini of al
his profits. And 1 know my papa bias been robbed in the sanie way, for hie hias
flot allowed me to buy a silk dr.ess for more than fifteen months. Anid it's a
shame and disgrace that respectable people are obliged to économiise and live
as meanly as the poorest beggars. pm sure I amn glad that the élections are
coming on, and that we ivill get a new Governmxefit who will protect us from
the people who steal our money froni us a.nd take it to foreigfl counitries.

But, Mr. Editor, there are some persons that want protection as badl>' as
an>', and I think it is tune that sornebody should speak for them. I was flot
sure what paper 1 should Write to, for none of theni ever seem to think of
protectiflg us, but 1 knew that you allow ail sorts of people to, write Iin your,
paper, though I can't sayI approvýe of your allowing anybody to, write ini


