
Sailors' Songs.

- *lic ran - way, Uh, poor Paddy, corne work on the rail - way.

Many other songs might be named, when all hands are on deck at a time,some of which, peculiar to the Liver- and a dozen ropes are pulled on at epool packets, are of a rowdy nature. is most suggestive of Babel. One learns
One cannot but regret that a more to recognize the sailors' method ofrational set of words bas fot been in- singing ; when lying in his berth in thetroduced to this service of song. A cabin he can tell what man is leadingsphere offers for some philanthropic and by the measure of his cadence canpoet to provide a more elevating style judge what class of ropes is beingof composition. On the old theory. pulled. He thus can often divine the

the ballad-maker may accomplish more changes of wind and weather withoutreform than the law-giver. going on deck. The wakeful captainIn addition to these songs are the with nerves harassed by contrary windsunnamable and unearthly howls and will recognize the hauling in of theyells that characterize the true sailor, weather braces by the cry, and with onlywhich are only acquired by years of sea this evidence of a fair wind will dropservice. There is the continuous run- off into the slumber he so greatly needs.ning solo of "way-hey he, ho, ya,' &c., At other times he will be impelled to&c., accompanying the hand-over-hand go on deck by the evidence that thehoisting of jibs and staysails. Then outcries betoken the hauling of clew-for short "swigs" at the halyards, we lines and buntlines at the approach ofhave such utterances as "hey lee, ho a threatening squall. By attention to1p, or.yu," the emphasis and pull com- these and other sounds, and the motionsing on the italicized syllables on which of the vessel, an experienced mariner
the voice is raised a tone. Then comes knows the condition of affairs abovethe more measured " singing out," for deck witho#t personal inspection.the long and regular pulls at the The songs of the sea, as I have said,"braces." Each sailor has his own invite attention and research, and Ihowl" peculiar to himself, but for- shall be glad if this brief sketch maytunately only one performs at a time on incite another to more thorough inves-the same rope. The effect, however, tigation.
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