
The Russian Enigmna in Trade and Finance,
Canadian Trade Commissioner Regards Field as Enormous-Manu-
factures Have Geased and Imports are Large/y Cut Off-Political
Action Necessary as Prefimsînary 10 Trade Connections - Trans-
Portation and Finance Facilities also Necessary to Promote Trade.

THAl' an tinustaI opportunty for the promotion ofCanadian trade abroad exists in Russia is the opinion
of Mr. C. V. ju'4i, \\ho) for some tant past ha-s been

Canadian Trade C)ommissioner in Moscow- Prior to
1914- 01 ore usi' rnia trade was vvith Ger-
many, flot onIy because of geographical contiguity,, but
also because the Kussian miarket was ca:refully dceelop-d
bv the Germian int-erests. Th'iere ajre ;ilso. in Canada at
tit. present time two other Canadians who arc faimliar
with Russian conditions, namnely, Mr. R. S. Botsford, of
the Russian Reclamation Company, of Petrograd, and
Mr. J. W. Mitchell, of the R. Miartens Company, of
Petrograd. These two, gentlemen, together with M.Nr.
Juist, recently adressed the Montreal Board of Trade re-
garding the p<,ssibilities of export business wvith Russia
and outlined the followving preliminary action which they
considered necessary. First, co-operaîion on the part uf
Canadian manuifacturers for the production of specialized
articles; second, tbe provision of adequate transporta-
tion facilities to Russia; and third, the arrangement of
financial machiniery.

Mr. Just bas been connected with the Canadian de-
partnient of trade and commerce for a lonig rime. Prior
to the war, Mr. Just was Canada's trade commissioner in,
Germany and for nine months subsequent to the outbreak
of war hie wiis confined In Ilambourg. His exchiange,
liowever, as cffected by the B3ritish authorities and after
returning t0 Canada lie was sent to Ruissia iin 1916. Mr.
Just remained there uintil the outbreak of the revolution
when lie was comipelled to give up his wvork. He accom-
panied the British, Frencli and Dtalian Embassy officÎiis
to Hielsingfors, in Finland. Froni there lie succeeded in
reaching Sweden and Scotland.

Regardingy action on the part of the Allies, Mr. Just
recently stated : -Thie main thing for the Allies to do at
the present time is to impress on the Ruiýsins that they
are their friends in spite of ill. If Commissions are seen
10 assist Russia, the, miust render practical help and take
care not to give an impression that they intend to exploit
the country. That is Germany's policy and one that miust
be avoiled at ail costs b>' the Allies.";

Mr. Just views with alarm the nationalization policy
which is being attempted by the Bolshevik governiment.
He forecasts the overthrow of the present administration
as soon as the pensant ciass becomes alive to the fact that
the lands wbich the>' now hold are not theirs in fact, but

are real>' held by the government, under the systemi
which has been inaugurated. Mr. Just has great faith
in the systeni of provincial governiment in Russia and
believes that these units have helped to maintain the or-
ganîzation of the country.

Mr. Just. is particu]arly firm in the view that the Allies
must not abandon Russia, and favored the suggestion
that commissions be formed b>' the allied countries to
establish the national services of Russia on a soiid bais,
as soon as a responsibie governiment has been formed.
These views are in fine with generai opinions in England,
and the United States. T-he recent annowicemnent of the
United States governiment is, in fact, in the direction of
stili mulder action. Suggestions regarding the political'
and economic reconstruction of the country' are to be
made and the services of the Allies are 10 b. at the dis-
posai of Russia. The only militar>' force'that will be,
sent, ho'wever, according to, the recent announicemrent, is
a smnall one, just sufficiently large to guard the actions of
the Allies and to prevent interference, from German
sources.

It seenis, in fact, that in this case a politicai arrange-
ment mnust precede commerci al relations. It is useless 10
attempt trading with Russi]a until a reasonable strong
governmrent is established and the necessary financial
machiner>' is in working order.

Opinions oýf c-onsiderab4>e authorit>' on tbe Russian
Situation were recentl>' expressed by Mr. William Martin,
wvriting in the Swiss; "Journal de Geneve," as folows:

Economk ic lfe has stopped completel>'. The strike
lias become gemerail. Thie few offices thiat help in the
search for employiient ar-e directed by illîtecrate and dis-
honest wvorkmen. Trotzky himself, at a recent conference
lield in Mloscow, said: 'I am compelled to admit that the
results obtained by- the workmcn are equal to nothing.'

"The officiaIs of the. old goverrnment agree to do biard
work 10 earn their living. Manufactured products are
lackirig because the>' are not being manufactured; food
provisions are lacking because the farm~ers are keeping
tbeir products for themnselves. In addit1 on, the mean', of
transportation are Iacking, and the mone>', whicli is being
conceailed.

"Nôbody carnies any money to the confiscated banks,
wbich are slowly being emptied. In Moscow alone tbe
banks have paid out 1,700),000,000 rubles (nominally


