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NOTE AND COMMENT.

We direct the attention of all concerned,
to the anntial niceting of the Dominion
Rille Association, which will be held in
the Railway Committee Ruom of the
House of Conimons; oh Wednesday hext,
the i6th inst, colmmencing at eleven
o'cluck. His Excellency the Governor
General, who takes a warmt personal
interest in the Association, has signified
his intention to attend as usual,
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An excellent portrait of Major-General
Ivor Hetbert has just been issued ftom
the “ Elite” studio of M. S. ] Jarvis. Tt
is of large sizey mounted on vard 18 x 24
inches, and is finished in the best style of
the photographiv arty as well as being an
excellent likeness.  There are two styles,
one taken sitting, the other standing.
This is5, we believe, the fivst large povtrait
of the Generel taken for a great moy
years, and copivs ought to be in dumand
to grace the quarters of the many vorps
with whom Geneval Hoerbert has adready
achieved an enviable popuianty.
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The annual meding of the Dominion
of Canada Rifle Association is to be Ield
ot Wednesday next, the w6th inst, At
this nrecting, and the Counel and Exceu-
tive Committee mectings which follow it
the principal business of the year is usually
transacted, as there is a fullar and more
representative gathering then than at any
subsequent meeting, unless something of
wnausual wrgency oocurs o call the mem-

bers togerher.
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It is desirable then that repirescntatives
attending thuse micetings shoukd be pasted
as to Wic opinions of membersupon points
of interest to themselves imd to the Asso-
‘ciation; and that they should be given an
opportimity to know something of the

l . .
before they detinitely decide upon the pro-

gramme for the work of the yar.
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The approach of the annual mecting of :

the National Rifle Association fills the
columns of the service papers at home

Pwith letters from well known  practical

shots offering suggestions for alterations,
additions and improvements to the pro-
gramme of that association which are
always a valuable assistance to those cn-
trusted with the managument in guiding
them 1o adopt a course in touch with
popular feeling so far as feasible,
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The D. R Al is admitted 10 be a well-
managed convem, and the competitors
or “grumblers’” mecting held during the
annual watches is supposed to give an
opporiunity to ventilate gricvances and
suggest reforms, At these meetings, how-
ever, it is occasionally found impo sible
to keep accyrate minutes of all sugges-
tions or complaints, and as the meet.ng is
held soure anonths in advance of  the
anhual wmeeting the opinions expressed
are often buried in oblivion before the
e for their consideration bas arrived.
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It would therctore be a decided ad-
vantage to the association and to mem-
bers i€ those who have either improve.
meits ~for evem the PR A satisfactorily
as it 4s found te ran might -doubtless be
improved - to propose or alterations o
suggest, would do so through the cdlumns
of this paper previous 10 the date of the
annual mecting. This would give others
opprotiumity to express theR views ather
ol approval dr giicreise, and the Counail
might be able to-obtain an antulligible
idea of the popular focing upon many
points on which they now have to work
n the dark.
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‘The regimental orders of ‘many Volun-

wishes and ideas of the awrembers generally | teer corgs in England indude motices of

$1.50 in advarce.

Morris tube practices to he held semi-
weekly or oftener.  If a similar course
was introduced here and made a part of
the annual training more benefit would
 accrue to the force from it than from any
other portion of the dutics performed.
We maintain, and the question does not
admit of discussion, that with the very
limited training which the Government
find it in their power to give the Militia it
it is impossible to obtain a thoroughly
tained, well disciplined force.
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It is, however, quite possible to have a
flarge force of men thoroughly trained
with their nfles who could be easily
knucked into shape in a very short time
if needed.  This can be accomplished at
very little expense and  without much
ditficulty by a liberal  distribution ot
Morris tubes and ammunition, followed
by a more liberal issue of ball ammani-
tion than now allowed.  This will caable
the men to practise in thewr armouries,
and get sume idea of how to hold, and
pull, and how to use their sights, before
they ave brought before the targets and
told 10 shoot, withoat having any previous
knowledge of their rilles, as 15 now o

often the <ase.
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In is cumvently rumoured that the Gov-
criment have now in store and issued on
loan a sutficicnt number of Xartini-1ienry
rifles 10 arm the force with if it was de-
sired 10 do so.  If this seport is true it is
unfortunate that pressure is not brought
to bear 1o have the old Sniders with-
drawn and the Martinis issued.  The
tacts wight be ascertained by an enquiry
ol the Hon. the Minister of Miling, and
# the report circulated s found correct
it ought aot 1o call for much persuasion
10 have the 0ld gas papes -called in, par-
ticularly .as the cartridge tactory at Quehec
is mow making Marta-tHcnty ammung
lwon.
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