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. .A TALE OP THE PENAL TIMES.
“"* " In. the province of Munster, and at the very
. .mouth of the river Blackwater, stands the an-
.s.cient town of Youghal; immediately in front of
t; beyond the river, on the county Waterford

““side, Tises the bold promontery of Ardmore, ex-

“““hibiting ‘still, in perfect preservation, its old ve-

. . merable round tower which muny a mariner’s eye

«has viewed, in storm and in calm. The line of
. coast, here, is high and precipitous, displaying
- huge rocks, torn by the lury of the acean from
the mountain side. 1llere are, also, deep and
dreary caves formed by the edge of the wave,
- and so spacious that the sail hoat often rests an-
‘der their adamantine roofs, while those on board
. listen with silent awe to the rumbling echo of
- the waters, as they tumble through the chasws,
-or issue from narrow passages in the distant and
dark recesses of the mountain.
" This place was not without its utility in the
_penal times. With the so-called Reformation,
the fury of fanaticism and destruction swept over
all the religious establishments in and near Yough-
al. The two nonasteries, Franciscan and Do-
tninican, were doowned to ruin, and the noble pa-
rish church, in the erection of which kings, prin-
-ces, and even Popes,” had taken a part, wus now
converted into a pnew and strange worship, to
suit the character of that cold and unpoetical
creed what a transformation bad not the vener-
able edifice to underge! 'The varicd beauties of
the high gothic ceiling were concealed from view
~by a wretched curtamn of mortar, With that
screen between the worshipper and the emblems
of the primitive faith, this church is found at the
* present day —the greal eastern window has pe-

. - rished—the stained glass is gone, broken into
-~ fragments, because it exhibited the figures of

~Christian saints—the roof, too, has fullen; and

" ‘runping the eye over the massive curves and

. moss-grown mullions of this beautiful relic, - the

beholder may now survey the broad expanse of

- :the heavens. : P
- "' But other objects were there, destined for still

- greater desecration : crosses adorned the sum-

mit of the building and the several portals or
gates, exhibiting on the outside, mnumerable
Aigures cut in stone around the gothic arches ;—
these the Inconclast spared not—Tfor art was not
respected by the Vandals of the penal times, nor
‘would the creations of a Phidias or an Angelo
have been spared in the frenzy of those days.
While His churches were thus seized upon
and their ornamnents shivered into dust, the Ca-
tholic worshipper was hunted to the forests, glens
and mountains. Iiven at the holy well, or foun-
tain, where lus forefathers had congregated of
old, he was not permitted to adore his God.—
Acts of parliament had banned the ancient faith.
It was then that these caves along the sea-coast
at Ardmore, became retreats of the persecuted
Catholics, and in them they met, like the ancient
Christians in the catacombs of Rome, 10 cele-
brate the holy mysteries of religion. Stealthily,
and not without gloomy fears, did they pass oue
by one into the cavern where they had arranged
1o mect the priest on Sunday, to ofler for them
the lioly Sacrifice ot the Mass. In these drear
-abodes of the sea-bird, was the water of bap-
tism poured on the Lead of the new-born infaut,
and here, too, the marriage vow was made and
blessed. But the spy, or priest-catcher, was

. ever on the watch, and dogged the hunted Ca-

tholic even to this last refuge.
- The priest-catcher, of whom we would speak,
had been a Catholie, but he bartered his soul 10
" Satan, and many of his brethren to the prosecu-
tor, for English gold. In his features might be

. traced the malice of his mind, A fiend in bu-

man shape—lost to every generous feeling, and
as insensible {o pity and suffering, as the lictor

" who lashed our Liord at the pullar. It was said

that e had a wile and children; and such was
the savageness of his nature, thot even on them
“be dul not bestaw ordinary afiection. Religion
be had not ; though at times when there was an
occasional relaxation of the penal, he used, oc-

- casionally, to be. observed at Inass, reading—a
prayer-book{ no; but some old act of parlisment.
But  the mask was now thrown off completely,
ke was avoivedly, an unbeliever, heartless and
cold, on whose hardened brow might be distinctly
.traced the worse and fierce passions of a demon.
One holy sabbath, the Catholics had assem-
bled, and were one by one, proceeding to the
wild roclgchapel, on the beacl, when tiie spy,

" . with anumber of his accomplices, concealed him-
-self ‘at some distance and there waited until the
~last of the worshippers had steaithily entered the
. cavern. He watched closely, but could not as-

. cérlain whether the priest was amongst them;
-for in those days the rude dress of the person
concealed tie cuaracter of him who might have

* - ‘Spent’many a happy year amidst igh-minJed and
_polished a:nociates, in the academic Lalls of Rome
..or Sulamanea. Nor loug did the priest-hunter

. * In 1463, Pope Paul I1. published & bull, grant.
ing an indulgence 1o snch persons as contribated, by
. pecaniary aid or.prraonal gervices, to the rebuilding

and eniarging of 8t. Mary's church, at Youghul,
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wait, but, creeping from his lurking place like a
werc-wolt on the trail, proceeded at onee to the
mouth of the cave, aml with loud skouts com-
manded the * bloody idolators” to swrrender the
priest.” There was no reply. Entering the
cave as far as the daylight permitted, no sound
came on his listening ear, save the occasional fall
of a water-drop from the ceiling. Still it was
certain the victims were inside, and as the loud
demands for their surrender were either not heord
or not heeded, their persecutors proceeded to
employ a mode of expulsion not unusual or ex-
traordinary in these drear days of our history.*

A large quantity of furze-faggots was pressed
into the mouth of the cavern. Between that
combustible heap and the outer entrance, a wall
of rubble stone was raised, the chinks and cre-
vices of which were filled up with the claminy
sea-weed of the shore. ‘Ilen through a small
aperture, left for the purpese, fire was introduced.
The crackling element threw out large volumes
of smoke, and fragments of the rock, split by
the fury of the fames, fell down, and blocked up
all chance of escape for those within. Eagerly

'did the priest-hunter listen, but no voice was

heard from the inside. Could there be any pos-
sibility of escape? One of the party was or-
dered to ascend the cliff, and take a survey of
the upper ground. He saw a2 volune of smoke
rising out of the field at a short distance, and on
rearhing the spot, found it 1o be aperture in
which.he could trace the foot-marks of persons
as if commg up out of the cave. Disappoint-
ment seized him, and be hastened to inform the
rest of the party of what he had been seen.—
After a litile observation, the conviction of a sad
[ailure dashed their spirits for the moment.

The fire was allowed to burn itself out, and |

as they might now enter the cave without oppo-
sition or fear of danger, lights were proeured,
and in they moved to examine the retreat.

After passing through several windings withont

T noticing anything remarkable, they entercd

spacious room, at one extremmty of which ap-
peared some articles on a projecting shelf of the
rock. Approaching they found it was a rude
altar, with candlesticks, chalice, and wissal rest-
ing upon it, and the candles appeared as if re-
ceutly extinguished. Another discovery was made
—it was the body of the priest in his vestinents.
It wus in a rechaing posture, pressed up against
the side of the rock, to which he had staggered
for support, or to get a little air from some
chasin. At a short distance, on the opposite
side of the altar, was also found the lifeless body
of a young female, about eighteen years of age,
holding a white lioen clath 1 her Lasds. The
minutest search revealed nothing else, except,
indeed, the traces of inany footsteps arauad the
altar.

The reader is necessardy anxious for an ex-
planation of these strunge facts. [t was for-
nished by the relation of the persons who had
escaped.

At the time that the effects of the fire began |

to be felt inside, Mass bad akready been com-
menced, and the priest had arrived at the most
solewnn part of the Sacrifice when be ceuld not
depart or ceasc even at the peril of his life.—
The attendants fecting ne such diffewity, fhed,
and saved themselves by the pasiage above the
cliff. In their anxiety for his srfety they urged
the priest to fly with them, and akso her whose
lifeless body was found in the cave. The for-
mer made no reply, but proceeded with the ser-
vice ; the latter whoxe name was Nora, with the
devotedness of a kind, spirited girl deelared she
would not forsake her venerable friend and pas-
tor. She was (o have communicated, too, on
that duy, and this expliins the vircwnstanee of
her being found with a. portion of the altar liaen
grasped firmly in her hands. It was maunifest
she had obtained the ohject of her devatioual
wishes, as the appearance of the chalice, Lhe
altar, all, clearly proved. the sacrifice to have
been just fimshed when the breath of death
reached them.

Skinner Dhuv, the spy (for such was his name
—a name of terror—the adjunct dhuv or dack,
being given Lim by the people to express s
of person as well asef character), wishing to
make the 1a0st of his present suceess, determined
ou leaving the bodies in the cave, hopinyg that
when their friends came to take thew away they
could not escape his snares.  T'o remove all sus-
picions of such intention, he and his party waved
off tawards Youghal, witbout appearing to. have
wade any discavery.  When arrived at a small
promontary which cut off all view [ron the
ground near the cave, they retired for the pur-
pose of concealment umder a projecting rock,
while Skinner Dbuv crept back again’through
the durk and narrow passages, to walch the

* Mnjo=-(Feneral Lndlow speuks exalting!yr of one
of these ficta as huving heen achlsved by himself in
Dundalk After deseribing the mnde of smaiharing
thoss in the cave, Ludbow snys, that “awmong the
dead they found the prieat's robes, a crucitix, ehslice,
and otber furniture of that kind."— S:¢ Ludiow's A<
moirs, published in 1569,

mevunient of thase he kaew would come to look
after their friends, and give the alarm.

The day which up to the prescat moment was
calm and sunny, suddenly changed. The wind
rose, black clouds drifted from the sea tewards
the land, and the tide which hed been for
some time on the ebb rushed to the base of the
ekl with a2 fearful roar. There was, too, a
drizzling rain, not a little increased by the foam
and spray fram the bilivws. In the meantime
the spy was creeping along om kis way to the
cave, so itent on his ohject, and fearful of being
seen, that he never adverted to his danger til} he
fouad himself hewmmed in by the sea in a small
bay, from which the rocks rase perpeadicular.—
The tide was still rushing on. He cast a wild
look areund, seeking some passuge to escape.
Al in vain! the spot on whick ke planted bis
fect to take that riew, was covered by the
waters. Il uttered 2 (earful ye, which even
if heard, ceuld have been of no avail, as ne ku-
man being ecould approach the spot hie now oc-
cupied. The voice, iowever, was lieard by per-
sons on Lhe very sumimnit of the clif. 'Who were
they? They came to the very verge of the
frightful precipice, but he saw they were nat his
party. By this time he had thrice fallea in bis
struggle against the surl, aud it wus manifest that
kis strength and courage were giving way. The
people ou the clifl evinced uo nnall anxicty about
him, but it was impossible to render any aswst-
rauce.  After a considerable perisd of desperate
struggle, during which he bad been for some mo-
ments (reqwently under water, a heavy wave
came on, threw hitn down, zad on ifs return, after
breaking on the rocks, it was seen dragging the
body apparently motinnless, out to sea.

A thrill of horror passed the spectators above,
and one exclaimed—¢ A prayer for Lis soul 1’—
They all fell on their knees, their eyes continu-
ing still rivetted on the spot where the body dis-
appeared,  After some moments they rose, and
he who had called for the prayer said :—4¢ T'ho’
lie 1s the murderer of my danghter, and of our
good aud faithful priest, I forgive him § and may
God forgive i I “ Amen §” resounded from.
the group,

By the report of a person who had entered
the cave at the departure therefram of the »py
and his party, they had been wade aware of the
sad catastrophe, and were waitivg an opportu-
nity to remove the dead bodies. This they were
now ufforded by the deathh of Skinner, and the
escape of his less ardeut associates.

Long w the memory, and afiecwards in the
traditions of the simple people of that rewote
district, did the terrible vccorrence survive.—
Their imaginations chained the ghost of the spy
to the spot on which he died, au a pusishment for
his erime. And when the sea is more than
usually troubled, partieulurly at aight, the herds-
mau returning from bis cuttle, or the fisherman
fram' the beach, is even now accustomed to teli
his frieuds at the fire-side haw he heard the ago-
uized scream of Skioner Dhuv, high above the
roaring of the winds, and the ever-restless dash-
ing of the breakers. It is the coloriug of funcy,
thir, but it iy alto au evidenee of that harror
which the faithful Leish entertain for the rene-
gade. Need we say it is also a proef of thei
deep-seated sywmpathy for thase who steod by
theic holy ereed, when stupid bigotry banned 1he
religion of Peter and l'ius IX.—Duffy's Irish
Cuthalic Maguiina.

REV. DR. CAHILL
ON INDIA.

(Prom the Dubitn Catholic Tekegrapk.) .
Englaud kas now eutered on the secomt year
of her campaignin ludin 3 aud frowm the aceurate
‘information that can be plcaned from all sources
of intelligence, it would seem an if the spirit of
rehelliou bas rather incresed iben diminisbed ;
and that the witimate succe. . of th English arms
is more distant thaa ever. The assauk and the
pessession of the tn 3 cities of Delhi and Luck-
now are, undoubtediy, brifliant Wostances of stra-
tegy and courage whick have not been surpassed
i modern warlure 5 the names of the generals
who hed their brave cempunions on these eriimon-
ed Bulds of British and Lish glory will be hand-
¢l down to posterity as ex unples of mii .ary eni-
nence apd as objects of naticnal love, But these
victories have been folle vd by no great pracus-
cal advantages ; ea the contrury, England has
bost mare than she gaised in these trimphn § Eog-
lish blaad and English treasuie, when weighed in
a Just bakunce, are by far a greater loss than all
we have acquired by thess transecadant «on-
Hicts ; and as an anciest geueral once said, after
n successiud batthe—* Anotber sueh victory und

[am ruined.”? '
The hot season has now sel i, when the Se-
poys can march forty miles a day suceessively for
several daya, and are even said to be able to ac-
cotnplish, whrn bard pressed, xixty miles; wiile

three successive days, perforul half the distance.

Knowing well that chimate, marchiog, d's sse and

the European soldier can, with difficulty, for

fatigue will thin the English rauke more than the
bullet and the sword, the IHindoos are now
. simultaneously” collecting several small arin'es
at seversl distant points. Their movements
are so rapid the Eiropeans cannot avertake
them: their poiatls of concentration are so
distant thev can mature theic plaus, perfect their
commissariat, organise their forces, and be
pravided with all the munitions of war without
fear of molestationj and lastly, they are con-
vinced that as the English army is so small
the Commander-in-Chief cannot divide his torces
wte secticus to attack at ance the varions and
dutant pesitiens which they at this mament oc-
cupy, in compact and well appointed nuwnbers,.—
Experience bas Caught them that their own
farces, however numerous, have been on almnst
all occasions, beaten by a bandlul of English
troaps ; they have, therefore, in this year changed
their tacticsj they now assembie ou several dis-
tant points; and they hope that sickness aud eli-
mate will waste and conguer the army which they
are unable to withstard in pitchied batile er regu-
lar siege. EE

This is the most dangerous feature which the
Tndian war has yet assumed.  The clinate now
is 50 intenscly hot these men reguive small cover-
ing, while they slecpin the apen air an the
srousd: their censtitution as well as their re-
ligion require little foed, and this food is me ely
boiled rice and vegetables; hence their com-
missariat is easily furmished ; while 1hey caa run
like hares, climb trees and rocks like cuts, d's-
appearing - and  re-assembling hefore the enemy
like a flock of wolves. DBeing thus educated in
twe modes of warfare—namely, their own gue-
rilla faskion aud the Eaglish skilled manccuvre,
the Eastern mutiny has assumed 2 mo-t formida-
hle acpect ; and uo doubt is now entertuined in
Fraance, in Austria, and o Russia, that if the
Scpoys carry out their present military scheme
lwith skill and perseverance, the Tudian empire
must he necessarily lost to Eugland. In the
case bejore us the defeat of a Sepoy army, the
taking of armed forts, the possession of fortified
-cities, have no sensible effert on the rebel cause ;
they assemble agaia on new points and make the
same houtile demonstrations as. be‘ore thae de-
feat.  Neither daes it appear that the slaughter
of their battations in the fight or in the retrem
diminishes to any despairing extent, the surviv-
ing forces ; the hestile population belny counted
by fens of thousands, hundreds of thou-ands,
millions, tens of miflions, and hundreds of 1ni'-
lions, it fo'lews that all the taen who can be
killed by British valor make no sensible diminu-
tian of the enemy.  After the successiul sieges
of Delbi and Lueknow their beaten forces srem-
ed as unthinned and as numerous as the day be-
fore the battles the hundreds of their spiked or
captured guns, which are said to be lost to them,
sevined to lie repaired on the following day : and
the rebed troaps which have been reported in to-
legrams as hilled in beaps, are ull replaced with-
in favty-eight hours, as if the swords of Have-
lack, Qutraw and Campbell had cut uo crimsoned
g:ps in their reeling and bleeding ranks ; like the
plaated dragan’s teeth, the dead Sepoys seem to
ris¢. up foom their graves on the field ot bartle,
and even to double their numbers i men—Jiving
men—the day after the fight. The only liope,
under these new circumnstances, on which Eng-
lund can now rely far the final subjugation of the
cosntiy, is the interminable mutual jealonsy and
contention of the petty princes; their unsteady
characterj the want of union amongst the pea-
ple, aud theie perfect indifference about what we
vabe so much—namely, the love of country.

Sir Colin Campbell already feels the appalling
dificulties of his situation ; and wherever it can
be dane, he has ardered his troops into summer
quarters, to escape sun-stroke, and (ever and
cholera, and dy~entery 5 aud he is compelled to
be a invionless spectator at the present moment,
while thousands amd ‘tens of thousands are as-
sembled in front, and flank and rere, defying his
tearned strategy, his military fame, and mocking
his northern coustitution and hia vanishing host.

Ja order to ineet this wenacing disaster, Eng-
lad tas employed the Sikhs to conquer the
Muhomudans! She has taken the Punjiub it o
pay to subdue Hindostan! The TYmes of rue
28th of May states that on last year she first
rmployed 2,000 Sikhs, then 10,000, then 20,000,
then 35000: und that, from reprated 7.rials,
finding this nation Githfut, she las ut the present
mowent not less than 82,000 of these Toreign
traops in her ludisn service ! or, as the Times
expresses il, she has fareign ausiliar'y soldiers
who are 11 the properiion 1o the Eug)sh troops
of three ioone!  Duriug the last . fifty years
 England sat on the back of the Fengal tiger,
and rode him about all Tndia, ‘collecting her
r-mts, wiking jast annezation of the surround-
in.r states, and preaching the Brtish Gospel.—
‘Lhe tiger having been goaded puthier too much
by John 3ull, bas at length tw ned on his keeper 3
and England now rides on “the Indian lion, and
hopes that, wnder ber pecriliac trainmng, she will
‘succaed o (aming the ome und subduing the

other. But all those who know England and*
her policy state the contrary, and boldly assert:
that the uew levies of the North may be more
troublesome than the Iate troops of the Eaat;.
and that the force from the Punjaub will, i
tine {2 come, not only avenge their defeat at
Altiw:t, Chillianwallah, Gougerat and the Swt-

lej, . ko will add revenge for the congnest of
their country 2~ 1 the blood of their compansups.

Who, on riadivs of these new levies, taken iato
England’s se1.ice, from being former envmier,.
dors not vemember the history of ancient Rome:
under Valentinian the Illder? The tottering

empire received its most deadly blow from the:
harbarians whom she once oppressed, whom she

afterwards trained in her own discipline: took

uto her own service : and who in the -end, in-
arder to gratify the revenge of agss, were the

chief assailants, whose battle-axe shivered the

imyeral tyranny.

The first conquest of India by England was
an easy achievement compared with her present
strugele. She then conquered her enemies in.
individual suecession : she now contentds against
several combined chiefs. She then took advan--
tage of party feuds, religions prejudices of class
against class, of caste against caste ; but at pre-
sent she dicputes against universal combination,.
against the union of all classes, eastes and reli-
gions. In former time she advanced in her con-
q-tests from province to province, and in.ane huo-
dredt years she executed the final coaquest of the
country ; but at present her quarrel is with the
whole population at once, and the victory i to.
be won 22 one year, in place of one century.—
In the language of the French press, which
seemns Lo know more of Indian politicy thon. we
do, “If the Indians carry out their present
scheme of warfare with Kngland, ker empire of
the Tast must necessarily be wrested from her
bands.”  And if this untoward fate should thas
beful the Government of our Tndiun empire, the
future Lnghsh historian, in teliing the story of
1858, bas anly to copy the record of the falt of
ancient Rome.  This statement. will transmit to
the coming generation the remorkable policy. of
Eugland, so hke that of ancient Kome-—namely,
that while shie has carried into ull dependencies,
science, the arts, comwmerce, literature, and an
advanced civiiization, she bas never teen able to
awaken in her foreign subjects, respect for her
nawe, frust in her national honor, or confidence in.
the justice of her policy.  Oa the contrary,itis a.
historical Lsct, which dyes not admit striet con-
tradiction—numely, that she has ever changed-
lier cotonial possessions iato the seats of perma--
nent insurrection, by the partial adivmistration of
"her laws, and by the bigotry of her rubric.—
During the Protestaut reign of three centuries,,
and throughout lier vast continental and istand
acquired territories, she kas nevern-inzde of any
one race of her numercus conquered. proples, a
friend to lier practical constitution or a convert.
to her actual fuith.

From private lettess. reeeived. from India it
would appear that her prestige there is not only
on the decline, but actually extinet.. Up to the
present time the eaployment of the Sepoys in
her military science-was considered not an act of”
necessity but of kindness ; bution this yuar, when.
she has demanded, almost implored, the assist-
ance of the Sikhs to.crush the Hindoo muting,.
the universal impression has gone forth.that Eng~
lish power is now 2 mere nane, a systam of tem-
porary toleration, and that her further reign in,
the East depends enticely on the will.and the eo-
operation.of former enemias and new: fickle allies.
This deplorable consummation is entirely the
cffect of her owa reckless copdust. She baa
annexed (as it is called) a whole quarter of the
earth, a fourth.part of this terrestrial globe, to
ber British insular cominions. And whale, on..
one hand, she has without doubt introduced;
amongst these peoples the arts of agriculture and®
commerce, and has published in their country @
distnguished civilization, she has, on the other
kand, inswited them by an official insolence (us is

her custom) which knew no bounds ; she has en-
raged them by a inode of collecting her rents
which of en amounted to torture ; and she tas
wounded their religious prejudices by a senseless
bigotry which has driven upwards of two. lhun-
dred willions of her subjects into raving revenge.
Fvery country where she 1s known can readily
believe these statements of har political, social
and religious conduct ; every Catholic community
in lurope has already branded her for the very
same insolence and sectarian rancor which has -
produced the Indian .mutiny ; and.it is true to
say that whenever ber imperial decline shall com-
mence, all mankind will unite in aseribing her-
fall to the domineering character which she as.
sumed alter the bartle of Waterloo ;' and™agam
to the incongruous schemé whick, at the “same
time, she has adopted, of propagating her. Gos-
pel by lies, by britery.and persecution. It is
not in, the spirit of triumph: that these remarks
are ‘made : quite the - contrary: Eagland is a
great nationi: and'if shie could only, eeane to ri-

dicule the policy and the creed of other peaple,

-



