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TO THE CATHOLICS OF IRELAND.

Brrovep FenLow-CounTryMEN—DMany causes
had induced me, during the last month, to write to you
a series of letters on the present menacing attitude of
persecution which England has assumed towards the
Catholics of Ireland. T waited, Lowever, for the
result of the second reading of the threatened penal
bill, in the vain hope that mmisters would relent their
wanton insult to us, and quash an enactment conceived
in religious malignity, argued in brutal calumny, and,
1 may say, passed on fast T'uesday in ferocious triumph.
There can be, therefore, no longer any doubt on the
mind of the most moderate Catholic, that the present
cabinet and their nunerous followers, in and out of the
House of Commous, are the most deadly enemies of
our faith, and the most reckless persccutors of our
religious liberties. T assure you I was not so much
aggrieved by the conditéons of the penal bill, as by
the disgraceful and insulting language which poured
from the lips of the various English members as they
opened, with savage joy, what they fancied the old
sores of the Catholic Church through past ages and
pations : like the Thames carvying away the fithy
discharge of all the sewers of London, the House of
Commons, since the 5th of Febroary, has been the
great channel through which has passed the coliected
foul inlolerance and brutal bigotry of the Inglish
parliament. 'The history of legislation througout the
eivilised world does not furnish a similar instance of
ibe mis-statement, the falschood, the calumny, the
rabid violence with which the debate was conducted 5
and in speaking of Catholics (we who had not been
guilty of even the tntention of giving the slightest
offence) we have been branded as idolators, perjurers,
rebels, assassins ; and our ancestors, our country, our
race, our faith, and our whole character have been
held up (during seven weeks of exeruciating debate)
as a target to be tramsiised by the 11al‘10ni11 latred,
and the deadly, wnappeasable enmity of England to
qur religion and our country. They did not even
confine their exiravagant.rage to the living—they
exhumed the dead—they tore open-the graves of our

forefathers, and leld up their martyred ‘houes to.

senatorial contumely. ‘L'hey ransacked the church-
yards of the continent, through all ages, to dig up
some fossil-slander as a specimen of scientific calumny ;
and the world wide has never seen a case to stand in
a parallel with the fact, that the Liords and Commons
of free England—the bar and the faculty of inde-
pendent Lingland—the bisheps and the clergy of
Lngland, renowned for liberty of c'onsclencc—the
nobility and the scum of the Tnglish rabble—all
united during & parliamentary carnival of six weeks,
and vied with cach other, from the Lord Chancellor
down 1o the member for Surrey, in the pevformance
of every cxtravagant antie, which could ridicule the
Catholic Church,and cspose its ministers and {ollowers
to public scorn and persceution. But the day may
pot be far distant when England may learn the
bitter lesson, that no doctrine of the Catholic Chureh
can be hall so fatal as Ionglish bigotry—that the
Anglican TEstablishinent is {ar, far-away more .de-
structive to Tngland’s weal than the Catholic Hier-
archy—and that the prime minister who has the
consent of the throne to pablish insult to one-third of
the empire, sends forth an official document more
injurious to England than any Bull that ever emanated
fromn the authority of the Vatican.

We have most certainly been harshly dealt with by
the present cabinet; but we must not tamely submit
to injustice and insult {vown whatever quarter it pro-
ceeds. 1f they should persevere in their unchristian
persecuion, and finally procure the royal assent to the
penal bill, we must endeavor to defeat the practical
eflcets of the measure.  We can vest any money left
for charitable purposes in American sccurities, and
rely on American laws for the justice which we are
denied at home—onr ancestors have done this here-
tofore in Belgium, France, Italy, Spain, and Portu-
gal; we can do the same in America, and we shall
Yet the free men of Awerica sce that we are groaning
ander the same tyranny which they once felt, till, by
a simultancous cfTort, they drove their tyrants for cver
from their free shores. And I do believe, that for
every pound which we may be compelled to send to
America, we shall receive the same amount from the
sympathy and the gencrosity of our countrymen there,
who know and feel our ifnsults and our Mniserics.
There can be no doubt if parliament persevere in
robbing the poor by the clauses of their bill, we have
a remedy in petitioning America to come te our
mssistance ; and by telling them that old rack-rents
arc not active enoughin JTreland to lay the country
waste—ihat exterminalion is not considered speedy
enough for the anuihilation of the people—that the
poorhouses are not deemed sufficienily summary in
their extinction of the Irish—that disease, destitution,
and cholera, are not agents sufficiently mortal in the
extirpation of the Irish population—no, no, and that
the British parliament therefore intend to send a
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constable fo stand at the chapel gates on Sundays,
and to appoint an official to watch the dying bed of
the rich sinner, to stop the band of charity from
giving a farthing or a crumb of bread to the starving
poor of Ireland, and that they ave resolved to threaten
with fine or imprisonment any Catholic paster of the
abandoned poor who will dare to fulfil the command
of the King of Heaven against the laws of the Queen
of Tngland; or who will attempt to interpret Saint
Paul contrary to the inspiration of Lord John Russell.
‘We shall publish these laws of Lord Jobn Russell
through the length and breadth of America, and I am
sure that the few Liish poor who may survive the
calamities of English Jaw and the cholera, may
reccive some relief in their distresses from our happier
countrymen on the other side of the friendly Atlantic.

Be no way apprelensive about that part of the
bill which menaces a fine or imprisonment on the
Bishops who would sign tlieir names with a territorial
title of Great Britain, T tell you, and you know it
as well as T do, that it would take the entire DBritish
army to enforce that fine in Ircland. Of course ihat
fine should be enforced cither by seizure of goods, or
by arrest and imprisonment ; and do you think any
one man could be found in Ireland to purchase any
article set up for sale at the government auction of
the Bishop’s furniture?  There is not amengst the
veriest wretehes in the country one individual who
would be base enough to buy even the Bishop’s
walkingstick ; it would be called “'The Drummond
Sale,” and not ene man, and certainly not an Irish-
woman, who would not brand both the Drummond
auctioneer and tl:e Drummond purclaser as a disgrace
to human nature, and a libel on the name and character
of man. And secondly, with regard to arrest and
imprisonment, I say that the attempt would not only
require the presence of an army, but it might endanger
the stability of the Dritish throne. T should like 1o
see the prime aninister who would dare to drag certain
Bishops whom I know from their residences to the
county prison. In the first place, every £100 so
raised would cost them 210,000 ; it would cost the
country the loss of internal peace, and it might in the
end (if’ often repeated) cost the Queén her crown.
Depend upon it that the Catholic Bishops can write
ten cities after their names il they please ; and that
no governinent, in the present state of Europe, will
be so stupid as to enlist and pay an army, and oppose
ten millions of subjects at home, and three hundred
miltions of Catholies abroad, in order to expunge a
few letters from the end of the harmless signature of
a loyal Catholic Prelate.

But, if we are finn and united, even the present bill
may be abandoned altogether before the end bl the
session.  Lord Joln Tlusscll has obtained his majority,
and has trimnphed over us in his petty spite and
bigotry. He cannot be more degraded in the eyes of
the world than he is at present—a rebuked, discarded
servant—a religious persecutor—ihe histovical com-
panion of Saomerset, Cecil, and Wentworth—the
meitator of Gordon—the principal actor in the melo-
diuma exhibition of Guy Fawkes—the Lero of Pulney
—the defamer of the Catholic priesthood—and the
applauder of the obscene Drummond. 1f trained to
arms, he would rival Oliver Cromwell 5 if eduecated (or
the bar, lie would rank with Jeflreys ; if inteuded lor
diplomaey, lie might swrpass Minto; but in the
senate-house thiere is no one to wlhom I can compare
him, except to Dhimsell; and lience, as a stalesinan,
¢ he is his own paraliel”  In aword, and in orderto
perfectly express my sentiment of the senatorial
Iinglish chavacter of this Irish and Catholic persceu-
tor—this withered sprig of the 16th ceniury—this
impotent Walsingham—Lhe is the transcendental ela-
barated decae ddeced of 2 Whig,  "What a mclancholy
reflection to sce the most powcerful nation in the
world, and claiming the highest place for wisdom, and
toleration, and general liberty, spend six wecks of thie
public time in a controversy which would be deemed
disgraceful in any other country in Lurope—to behold
owr people exterminated, banished, stavved—o hear
our rulers fnsult the living and dishkonor the dead—to
witness the legislator in his high place sowing discord
and national intolerance over the red graves of the
murdered Irish—whereas, i he expended half the
labor of bigotry in the work of peace—if he cemented
the whole people, by impartial faw, into one family—
il he encouraged industry, assisted commerce, and
gave the national mind a bent to national prosperity—
if he worked our coal mines, extracted our mincral
wealth, or hrought the fisheries within the profitable
reach of the poor boatman along our coasts—if he
even helped the persecuted to emigrate—if he em-
ployed a ship for the virtnous as he does for the
so-called Irish convict—if le gave the same cncou-
ragement to virtue whick he does to vice—if le did
any one thing like a Chrisiian man, and a wise legis-
lator, the old wounds of our country might begin to
lieal, in place of seceing her as she is now, bleediny
from every pore, and fainting on the ground beneath
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the cruel lash of decidedly the most iniquitous cabinet
that ever ruled the destinies of IZngland.

But while we reprobate the present cabinet, and
the fury of its extravagant supporters, we arc not
ungrateful for the kindness, the henors, and the
extended toleration which we lave received at the
hands of olher administrations. For instance, I am
anxions to express my gratitude for the liberal,
honest, and unsuspected grant 1o Maynooth: the
spirit in which that grant was given, does lionor to the
illustrious statesman who plaumed and executed it.
In the world there are no men more gratefut (han the
Tvish for acts of justZee; and hence we may under-
stand the excess of their acknowledgments for /ind-
ness and favors. T happen to be amongst those who
are gratelul for the grant to our nalional education s
and I can never forget the enlarged, the liberal, the
most benevolent contributions sent from the English
to our starving poor during the desolating famine and
the terrible visitations of the last four years. I do
recollect these friendly ond lkiberal demonstrations
with the sinecrest feelings of gratitude; but if it be
intended that we shall be like dogs in a kemnel, to
bear the whip and not to bark 2hile we are fed—il
it be considered that an ounce of pud” z can silence
our complaints under our manifold grievances—il the
state coachman supposc that gold lace and state
Tivery will make us silently endure the state lash—
and if the Russells of Iingland imagine that we can
sell the Cross for porridge, and barter the clalice for
a royal salute; we shall fling theiv grants and theiv
state patronage in scorn in their teeth ; and, as our
fathers in the Churcl: did of old, we shall travel on.
foot, with our vestiments on owr backs, and beg our
bread from door to door, sooner than dishonor our
ecclesiastical ancestors, degrade our national nange,
or betr the Anglican deceit to weave one shred of
golden English tinsel through the simple and spotless
ornaiments of our ancient altars.  Fellow-country men,
we will defeat all their machinations, or we shall and
will di¢ in the struggle.  We lave feelings of gvati-
tude for kindness, but we have feclings of anger for
insult. - We remewmwber kindness, bat neither can we
ever forgetinjury.  'We shall fight for our S overeign,
but we can die for our fuith—in one wortl, we will
not endure the insult put upon us, il our opposition
were to deprive us of every ivilege which the wise
toleration of past years has conceded to the national
will.  We are prepared to go back again 1o the bogs
and caves of Treland, and we will prefer to clothe our
trembling faith in Irish rags, and adore (God on (he
wild rocks of our country, sooner thau vai:se the Cross
under Lutheran colors, ornament the altra in English
drapery, or lift the consecrated chaliee to: the polluted
lips of an “anointed™ slave.—Tellow-countrymen,
there s a spirit in Irelawd of which Russell little
dreams—uve shall call, and it will awalke—and, in tlie
strength of a young giant, we shall stand together,
brother to brother, in defence of viviue, justice, and
honor.  'We may net eonquer IEnglimd at home, but
we will subdue her abvead ; ten millions of discon-
lented subjects in the heart of her towns and cities
will encourage foreign diplonacy to stand in haughty
defiance against a kingdom menrreed with internal
disconlent 5 and owr combination, il well managed,
will compel her to yield to our just demands sooner
ihan hazavd her ionor or her eomnmercial interests to
be despised or {riled with in vival foreion courts.
Give me an association of five hundred thousand
young men, and I tell you we may laugh the penal
laws of Iingland to scorn.  We shall assemble twice
a year simullanesusty, viz. the 24h June and the
244h November.  We shall snect in each parish, hut
make no speeches 3 we shall connt our mumlbrers, give
three cheers for Ireland, and go silently howe.
There is no low agrinst shouting ; the Atlorney-
Gieneral camnot file an ¢ gfficio against shouting ;
and, T tell you, eontinuc to do this shnple thing of
meeting in our strength, Zagland never will or never
can evenlually insuit or englive us.

In the event of this bill passing the IHouse of
Toords, I shall ask the signatures of halfl a million of
young Irishmen 5 and we shall have this petition of
the bravest army in the world presented to the Queen ;
and T tell you now, and believe me, she will never
give the royal assent o this menstrous insult to every
Catholic subject in ler empive. I am sure I shall

‘get up my petiiion, and that there is not a hearty

voung Irishmen who would not spill bis blood as soen
as sign his name.

This society shall not be called cither the Old or
the Young Ircland Association: it shall be designated
“The Loyal Catholic Religicus Association:” it
shall embrace England and Ircland 5 and believe me
five hundied thousand young heavty Irishmen in Ire-
land, and at least one lwundred thousand in Lingland,
giving to each other twice a-year the single pledge of
courage and.attachment to their faith, will prevent
for ever a repitition of the late most disgraceful par-
liamentary conduct-to our religion.

I tell you it is come to this with us, and we must
take our stand and live or dic, or strike dowm the
neflarious machinationsat present in preparation for us.
I hate boasting, and bragaadocio, and bullying 3 but,
before avenging Heaven, I would rather die in the
ficld or on the scaffold than bear the present burning
brand of Lngiand's iriumphant scorn,

lctters, which 1 have decided on wriling 1o you, in
reference to the conduct of England throughout ihe
continent of Iturope during the late disastrous revo-
intions. T shalt prove from incontestible documents
that she lias used in every instance (where she could
do it) her influence to damage the Cathelic Chureh,
to overturn the varions establishinents of Catholic
education, and to promote disunion and disorder in
no less than five Juropean governments, in order to
uproot, or enfecble the Catholic religion. 1 shall
tkemonstrate that the present cabinet has openly and
avowedly supported the infidel attack on the Catholics
of Switzerland—that their ambassadors and envoys
had ofticial instructions to ltend themselves, in every
ostensible way to the infidel movement; and [ shail
place # despatches ” Dbelove you, which will estab-
lish, deyond all dowie, the iniquity of the present
cabinet, in fomenting the insurrections of Switzerland,
Lombardy, Italy, and Naples.—1I shall present to you
the despatches of T.ord Ialmerston to his oflicials at
Berne, Turin, Berdin, Vienna, Rome, Naples, and
Paris; and T shall lay before you the answers of
these functionavics, in documents so clear and satis-
factory, that you will sce the whole force of Lnglish
diplomacy—firstly employed to produce revolution in
every Huropean sfate, and secondly to throw the
whole weight of her power and ler influence in over-
turning the Catholic Church. Through the kindness
of a distinguished friend, T liold the despatches of

ternich, Guizot, Confiz, and Pahnerston. I shuil
produce these' documents verbatine, with the day, and
the date, and ail the circumstances of their officiality.
And T wnderizle to develope a conspiracy such as
has never hefore Lappened in the world, and such as
lhas never been leretofore concocted and mafured
against the total extivpation of Catholicity in Europe
—the sole undivided conspiracy of 1l present British
cabinet.

"I'be conduct of Lord Palinerston under his chicf,
L:ord Joln Russell, has been so ill-disguised through
his oflicials, that tlere is not a cowst in Furope 10
which Le has not given offence for Wis wolitical deceit
and rexolutionnry siratagems; and there is wot,
therefore, a nation in Ewrope at this moment that
does nct bear a deep-rooted grudge to Eugland, and
not a xiation which would not expend men and money
in abundance in taking revenge of Fngland if the oe-
casion presented itsell,  Believe the fact, thatat this
moment she is viewed with suspicion, hatred, and re-
venge by wiversal Turope ; and if any circumstanca
should turn up to give lier a national check, all Bu-
rope would universally cclebrate the jubilee of her
downfall 5 and would, like vultures ‘above the dead
tiger, clap their wings in triumph over the dead body
of this ferocions and blood-thirsty nation. Witk
cnenties fromn without, and enemies trom within, if we
are true to our determined opposition, we shall soon
compel the RRussells of the senate-louse to seck other
wark, fhan burning the Blessed V- ivgin—gpirole predor !
—making laws in the face of Burope and the world,
flikke the Lussian hrute, 1o enter (he eloister of  1imid
nuis 3 and, oh shame ! oh fie Lnglishmen ! to inde-
cently inspect the private closet of unproteeted ladies !
But if’ Tristmen submit to (s indignity, the iron of
stavery shouid pierce theiv souls for ever—il they
submit their_shoulders to (his ignominous yoke, and
permit an official insult on their sisters and daughters,
they deserve the deathof the coward slave ; and on
the first time when the fitthy Bnglish official shall ex-
eeute his divty work of visiting the rooms of our con-
scerated virgins, we shall deem it a erime against God
and liberty not Lo risc up as one man from our valleys
and our mountains, and strike our brulal eneinies to
the carth, or diein the honorable struggle against the
infamnons tyranny.

Amongst the numerous officials, who have been the
tools of Liord Palmerstown in his Furopean conspi-
racy, %ot one has evinced the low bigotry, the ill-
bred intolerance, or the currish hatred against Cath-
olicity, as the present Sir Robert Peel, the late en--
voy in Switzerland, and the Jate maiden speaker on

tieman (while at Berne) by a French barrister, anda’
disinterested cye-witness of e demeanor and the

intercourse with the infidel gangs of the* free corps™

clics, expelled the religious orders, maligned the ii-

lustrious Jesuits, tore down the churches, plundered

This letter is only preléminary to a series of

Popery and “ mummery” in the Jousc of Commons. -
Alas! alas‘.' .hrmcl passibus aquis. 1 shallgive you, -,
from the original French, the character given this gen-

Pecl, Canning, Howard, Abercrombic, Minto, Met- |

official carriage of this diplomatic petit maitre in his -

—that is, the gangs who made war against the Cath- -



