:(:lllllIlflll)'];.I(:

CHRONICLE.

- MONTREAL, FRIDAY, AUGUST 18,

'1854.

[ sy gy iy

A MASS DURI\TG- THE REIGV’ OF
+, TERROR.

: (Iranslaled from Me I‘renck jor the True Wilness.)

" The Revoluhon of. 1789 was so fertile in events;
lt )especnally, called” forth so many acts of heroism,
50 many. ‘sublime virtues, amid the hideous crimes to

*..whicl it gave birth, that it seems to liave become an

" inexhaustible mine,- -whence ‘the moral historian may

‘always=-draw precious materials, to serve as lessons

*for-futire generdtions.”

For us, \vhose sole object is to provude the young
with a senes of examples ‘caleufated to inspire them
‘with noblé 'sentiments and salutary reflections, we
also venture to explore that rich winesin order toin-
terest’ our young readers by the truthfulness of our
- parrative.’ We do not here present them with a

‘wark of fiction; it is merely a leaf from the history:
~of i that. fatal. period whose every parrt. uant.uns a-
g:me lesson.

:Tu-1793,- when' victims were dall) multiplied all
-over Trince, two young l'unrllneg the one named Dus-
saylx, and’ Ilu. ather Oll\’lt! svaare, making their way
ether throdgli the. “hills® of&ltb,gnv, svithout mo-

ney w1lhout provisions, knowm'.nmh‘hb 2 of the coun-
Iry, and with the sad certainty of being slot, if they
fellyinto. the bands of the hostile party '¥et even
this certamty .could not entirely subidue: Lhe stout.

“hearts ‘ol the travellers. ‘They Lad formerly been
. tmusketee:s, were stronn- in their own courare and

.-,umted by-the closest ues of friéndship, so 1lu.y re-

.solved:to sell their-livésns dearly as hey-could, and,
atall events,if: they s#én%’ulﬁmed to give way to nwm-
bers; they were suré of d'ymb tntrether. "I'hat thought
sustdited them throvgh’ d.mvers, privations and Ta-

lighes ; it- -alone gave lhcm courage to knock now and
‘then at the door “of some lon(.ly c.abm, to ask for foad
andxsheller. .

\;.l‘.llﬁll‘ request waS'oflen refused, l'or fe'lr and dis-
d 'l__l"olher feehngs in the minds

* ountry“pevple ’,[‘hey had, lbé.:du,‘!!n guard
- ngnm t lhe.numerous spies” who, under varions dis-’
uises,, prowled aboul. the country.. This danger was

not the leist for midable which they had to encounter

it might bring. them-at any moment into some snare ;
,out at twenty (and’this was about the age of bolh

! our. young friends) hope easily prevails over fede.:

- {Chey had, besides, an object in view ; tlie cnsﬂe,

f I\eroul'\z had been appointed as a geneml rend@zes

voua; ‘thiere “they hoped to find rest and shelter, ail
the necessaries they might requireand a certain num-
ber of ‘their comrades. Such, then, being their des-
tination, they made their way towards it Witl: tole-
rable cheerfulness; notwithstanding the nnnérous dan-
gers ‘they had' to encounter.

But, after a little, the patrols were so thickly set
*that our friends were forced to avoid the public roads;
they no Ion«cr‘dared either to seek information, or

-+ ask for food ; and lor twenty-four- hours they sufered

so mueh in various ways, that their courage was well
: nmh ovércome.
“Worn out with hunger and fatigue, a prey to in-
tolerable suffcrings, :{nd gloomy l‘orebodmns, which
~ they dared not communicate one to the other, they
_ -walked silently on, side by side, somelimes pressing
. ‘each other’s hand with inexpressible auguish, when
"4 all-at ouce, in passing through a deep liollow vhere
" chance had led lhem, they fancied they heard steps
behmd ‘them.” Turning quickly round, they saw a
‘peasant. something about their own age, well clad,
and wilh a countenance expressive of timidity and
reserve. Making a shew of profound recollection,
he -was telling the beads of a rosary, and scemed
‘wholly enuros=ed with that pious exercise. Less
than this w ould have encouraged our fugitives. Tn the
‘extremity to which they were reduned the suspicion
of a base hypacrisy, hidden under this sanetimonions
exterior, never entered their minds. Moreover, Lhey
hnd no chmce, it was absolutely necessary te ‘make
_s0ine inquiries, 'so that, without the least liesitation,
they asked the young man which was the nearest way
‘{0 :Keroulaz. He replied; with a furtive glance,
that-he belonged to that neighborhood, and “would
willingly* ‘shoiw them the way ; but that it was too
“much l‘or them to think of reaching it that day.

' On’beating this. the friends (\xch'\nwed a- look of
E nsternauon neither of- thern felt able 16 Journey
farther. wnhout some refreshment and a few hours’
rest, . Doubless, perceiving their distress, the stran-

' ear-ire-assured “them’by’ mentioning a “place where
they could spencl the night, anil oflering them, at the
athe’ tlme, part of. a larae loal which be drew from

@.God—send, :o,.ha.mv chanked e Breton,
tey  walked on by his side with renewed confidence.
One.-ol' them even, fe‘t 50 Llnted that, as. lhey Jour-

ltme !rom A serles o! lales by thl aume nulhor, en-
mlconuea of:a Molher 3

'{sons which made them anxious to reach the castle of

Keroulaz. :

Tliis conﬁdence, lmprudent as it was, appenred to
‘make no’ particular impression on the strauger, who
with'all the caolness so characteristic of lis countr y-
men, testified no sort of interest in what he heard,

After accompanying the furitives for some time,
e pointed out the house w here they were to find
lodging, and left them with the announcement that
he was going to lodge hard by, so us to set out with
them again in the morning.

It was dark night when the two [riends reached
the lhouse pomked out to them. The state of the
country and thé unseasonabicness of the hour made
them fear that'a shot might be their welcome 5 but,
as we have said, tliep d,eplarahle situation left them
ng,>alternative. They--kiacked baldly at the door
\‘VhL(.ll was' nnmedmtely opened

fs-=Come in ! said the man. who ypresented himsell,

when “he had heard their humblé-supplication.

Co‘m-: v ! the words made their hearts leap with
joy ; that: l|0=p|l1l)le cabin is to them a magnilicent
palace ; already they sce, in imagination,a gnod sup-
per and a good bed, whereon their wearied limbs
may enjoy the sweets of repose. In ther extacy,
they hardly remarked the singular appearance of the
Breton, who, leisurely t’lerr down a lamp, held it
by turns to their faces. Uncivil as this examination
was they bore it bravely; both were blessed with
good, frank, honest {eatures, so that they had little to
lear on th'u: liead, and when it was over, ong
even ventured to repeat the st:\tement o( th"
ing necessilies.

“I'hie master of the Touse’ was an nurl] mnn tall: and
lank in figure, with long grey hair and ﬁerce-lool.mcr
‘features, not wholly withiout 2 mixture of good-na-
ture.. He replied, in 2 harsh, abrupt toue, that his
family being all. gone to bed, be had little or nothing
to- offer them At the =ame time, in order 10 make
good- his dssertion,. ke produced a handful of beans,
a' jug of exetrable water and amorsel of coarse
bl.:ck bread to which our famished travellers added
what remained of that given them by the young
stranger,

Whilst they devoured: l.lll: guinty repast, served up
\mh the usual cleantiness-of -Brittanny, their host,

o sealed in front of them, continued to examine them

nil.enllvely, pressing them iwith* questions, intermin-
led with compl.unh of -thie” Yithappy state of the
tlmea, doubtless for the purmsn of e‘xcusmn' his par-
simonious hospitality.

Ie then took up his lamp, (uhu.h ‘he afterwards
left with them), -and conducted them to the dopr of
a stable at the end of the house, where on one side
were some animals of varicusdinds, and on the other
the vestige of a miserable pallet.

Other travellers would bave shrunk from availing
themselves of such a bed, but our poor friends had
passed several nights in the open air; so far from
complaining, they thought theinselves so fortunatein
obtaining any sort of a shelter for the night, that
their only care was to make themselves as comfort-
ble as the circumstances would permit, thanking God
far having so-far favored them.

Anxmus to stretch their weary limbs, they pulled
aut the liolsters which they earried under their cloaks,
placed them near the bed, then Dussauix, first, koelt
down and commenced the evening prayers. Brave
even to rasliness on the baltle-ﬁeld this young man
had a lively and well-grounded lmlh, and, when lie
prayed, his voice was S0 sweet, so penetraling, that
his Triend never heard him - without emotiou. The
laiter hastened, then, to kneel beside him, and their
hearts, so r.losely united, arose together to the ce-
lestial throne.

Whilst they were engaged in this act of devotion,
which they had long been accustomed fo perform to-
gether, they  were “alarmed bya slight noise. DBy
means of that vagne perceplion whereby we feel ra-
ther than see, without turning the head, an" object
appearing on either_side, it seaned ta them that the
face of a man way protruded through a sort of aper-
ture in the wall‘near’ which they an.lt One of them
turned quickly round; but there was nothing Lo be
seen. This appearance, having struclk hoth at the
same moment, could not po=s:bl) be an illusion, and
it was quite suﬂn.lent to put them on their guard, but
as they neither saw nor heard any thing more, . they
at length disposed themselves for sleep, and - it’ was
‘broad (hy-lwht when they awoke.

It was not without a sort of hesitation that lhey
'\ppe'\red before. their host; his chilling reception of
-the: preyious evenin touether with-the circumstdnce
whieh had excited thelr unéasiness, mmr'\lly mnde
thern conclude that this man regarded them with sus-
pician 5 great, then, was their surprise, when Ahey met

1 him with: hrs calfous hand outstretched to, grasp theirs?,

and ‘his rdugh fcnlures ht up .mth a cheermg smxle of
velcome. :

RESL I

- vmu % but let that-pass.

sa:J lie with a wnmnsh glance at their haggard faces.

- Re-assured by ‘the unmistakeable. cordiality ot his
manner, they laughingly fold him of the fright they
had had.

s And you had orood reason to be afraid,” he re-
piied, in a serious tone 3 “you may say lhnt no prayer
was ever more graciously heard by the good God ;
my sou and [.were there, with our finger on the tm'-
ger,” . . . . and he glanced at two inuskets su:pend-
ed over the fire- place.

* Sure enough,” continued he, “we would have
shot you as we would two mad dogs ; but when I saw
yoiw-on your knees, praying as Cllrlstlnns, Isaid to
my boy: ¢ These are good men—Iet us leave them
alone.’

¢ What! you would have killed us,” exclaimed one
of the young men, ¢ you would have killed defence-
less men1”

“And we?’ eried the Breton quickly. ¢ What
mercy is therg shown to us? Is not the country in-
fested with these spies wlio seek only our destruction ?
Had'you been of their ‘kiduey, it was all over with
us, ~"They would have sinoked us out like foxes this
morning, burning our house to the ground; either
that, or they’d have. lung us before our own door.—
Besides, these wanrabonds bave a password, which
you do not Lnov, seemn' that you did not give it to
me. And then I hnd seen your pistols . . . .7

* Here the young men exchanged glances, one of
themn saymrr-—“ Tt seems we were near h:lwn'r good
use for them.”

% So you were,” replied the peasant, in a softened
Whanks be to God, you
shall fare better this morninfr than you did last nicrht.”

: Placing, then, on the table some fresh bread, pork
frurt, and a pllchel of -wine, he sat down wxlh his
two guests, and heard with the liveliest interest the

recitil of all the dangers they had incurred since |

they entered Bretagne.

«fast-Jook,
his Ievret—“ Just look at the wretehed limes we
live in. It makes me sweat all over anly to think of
it.  Here T would bhave killed two of our gentlemen,
two reul,good Christians, without any warning, with-
out giving them time to give themnselves up-to G od.”

¢ Alas 7 sighed Dus:mxl\:, ihe death with which
we have been menaced here may reach us elsewhere,
at any moment, and lind us-no Letter prepared; yet
if we fall, I hope Heaven will take into account the
impossibility of our fulfilling our religious dulies ; it
is six weeks since we Lieard mass.”

# You shall hear it, then,” cried the Breton, ina
cheerful tone; “yes, I give you my word you shall
hear it to-morrow. I owe you that, any how !

“Is it possible 7—shall we, indeed, have a mass,
in spite of spies and Hues?? suid M. Dussaulk
quickly. ®And where is it to be, my dear Lost?”

# I say neither how nor where,? replied the lat-
ter, “you shatl sce. “The only thing I can tell you
for certain is, that we have mass now ever Sunday ;
not without ruaning seme danger, {o he sure, but
bravz gentlemen likce you are used to that.”

As he finished these words, some one opened the
door, and the friends recognised the young peasant
who liad shared his loaf with them the evening be-
fore and pointed out the asylum where they had since
fared so well.

The host scemed surprised, and regarded the new-
coiner with a searching fook.

 Fear nothing,” said M. Dussaulx hastily, in the
fervor of his g s,mtllnde for the stranger; tiis worthy
youth is one of ourselves. It was he who relieved
our hunger, and sent us to you.”

¢ Fatler Pol ought 1o know e, T think,” ob-
served the young man in his turn. %I live only five
leagues [rom here, and he bas often seen me ; but
his memory fails him, it seeis.”

# Tt is very possible,” replied the host, whom the
stronger had named correctly ; “ since it is so, sit
down, and eat your breakfast,”

Still’ prompted by that l't.ehntr of gratitude which
often carrics a noble heart to the extreme of con-
hdenrc, M. Dussaulx asked the-host if he would not
permit their unknown guide to hear mass with them.

« Lknow the piety of this good lad,” he continued,
“and il gor think you owe us such a favor, l'ather
Pol, my friend and ] surely owe it to lim for the
rrond servxce he hag done us.” :

An involuntary gesture from the old man showed
that these words were apything but pleasing to. him,
and that he would rather they were left unsaid, but
it was too late. = Then they expressed such a gener-
ous conﬁdcnce, that ‘he could not brmcr himself to
refuse. . Besides, tl-.e youag. peasa'it ‘,uac‘.ly inter-
posed. i - b

141 should;be 'very lad to go mth you, but I knmv
the gince where mnsn is smd 3! go ‘there every Sun-
day i e '

b

“ This. annnu cement made: wuth appnrent slmphclly,‘.

y completely,(,._,_ ,_,l_l.e‘

> soid he, not knowing how to express,

-{said Tto, my comrade, =

|tremendous: Jprecxplce"mthm th]r

mind was quite at ease as he kindly advised the tn;p
aullaws ta lie concealed that day in his-hay ‘loft.

whither he unmedlntely conducted lhem for feat of
any surprise.

Then returning to the guide, he drank and chat-
ted with him for a little while, when both left the
house, and all was still as death,

We need not say how tedious the time seemed tn
our two young friends in their hiding-place.~ Hap-
pily, they found init a good supply of fresh lay -.
which made an excellent bed, so that they cmoyed
some hours of quiet and refr eshmw sleep. '

Lvening being come, all the lnmll\' consisting .of

several sons of old Pol, with their wives and “ehil-
dren, ‘assembled to sup togethier ; but when, the door
being elosed, the father mlroduced his two guests,
a cautious reserve succeeded Lhe first burst of gaiety,
and it required all the cordial kinduess of the worthv
old man to keep the friends from being whally drs-
concerted by so chilling a reception.

The meal was a SIlent ane, and when it was over,

a flask of brandy was handed round to the company ;
then old Pol, having dr.mL his share, said ‘to his
ruesls :-

“ Well,gentlemen ! are you shll determmed to be
of our p'lrty ™

“ Most assuredly, if you will permit us.”? :

“Up and get ready, then, youngsters. Cumc,
girls, put the little ones 1o bed ; and you, boys, lalﬂ
up your tecls ! - - ‘

““ Are we, then, to set-out to-niglit1” mqmred M
Olivier, in surprise. :

# Ves, sure, 'this: very minute, so as lo get lhere
in goad time to-morrow,” replied the Breton with a
hearty laugh 5 ¢ not that the church is sinall 5 lhere R
room. enoucrh in it for all - comers ; but we lhve 1o
small- distance to go before we get to it, you sie:! Rl

" Then taking - do'wn a double-barrelled car.lbme, he
slung it over Olivier’s arm; saying's % Here, this -is
your. prn_y»r-bool« + And:youy sir; % he:iddéd; hand3
ing a musket to- M Dussaulx, ¢ this is jo%7ini Ty

Meanwhile, the women had disappeared” with® the.
children, at their father’s bidding ; they quickly - res:
turned srapped up in their cloaks. Bach, of 'th
men threw a goat-skin around hiis shouldv.rs and thi
tack up his gua. .

“«“This aflair smells of powder,” obserred Olmcr,
l'mghmcrly, to his friend, when they found them~
selves alone together for & moment; “ armed as we
are to the very teeth, we look more like brigands
preparing fer an ambuscade than honest Christians
zoing to Mass.”

« These precautions are ch'lrnctenstlc of tire limes
in which we live,”? replied Dussaulx ; ¢ wuly, there
is something excllmg in this l'ulhlhng of a religions
lluly”:mh arms in ous hands; but what times !heqv.
are !

The family being once more assembled,, o young
girl, donbtfess appamted to mind the housé hnd “the
ch:ldxcn, took her seat by the fire, and * the "litthe
parly at once set out. A young lad went befare
with a light ; then came the Lost with his twa guests]
and after thewm, the wontea, their Imsbands hrmgmg
up the rear. .

True to his habits of urcumspectmn, Pal had
given Lhe strangers no information as to where he
was "taking thewn. IHe contented himself, as lhey
went dlona, with agcounling for the warhke guise in
which lhey travelled by the great dangers they had
to encounter, dangers wh:ch, he said, were considers
ably lessened becasise of -the pml'ound secrecy i
which they had hitherto kept the whole business.

We will now relate what followed in the very
words of M. Olivier, who himself told us the story

“We walked on so,” said he, “for about an
hour, justas T had expected, but I had, of .course,
calculated on seeing, at the end of that. time, some.
trace of a building, “orof a lruman habitation.” But

on and on we marchml over what seemed to us. an

endless strand; and I perceived on the’ honzon' a
whitish line hnvmn- the appearance of a ‘thick” mi
‘._At the same lnme, a damp, mmst :ur blew across my
ace. -

«Ttis the sea,” said Dussaulx? ﬁml ,stire: enough,
I quickly recorrmsed. the low: rumblmg_"f-'the' wavcs‘,
which T had not before noticed:" AR
“I.give up guessing where they are taLmv us*lo

,>

#'There must be some cave amongst the rocks:
hereabouts.” He replied : It ‘will ‘refiiid 88 "of
the .first . Christians, praymg in” the Romit
cémbs.”? - - 0

I was just going:to run: after Pol for-t‘

of .asking <him if-curisusy icidns:were “cotre

Led o

“ Rash:young man 1 he: cr:ed %
havmg i fall -of-some huidreds'o

you stand }?

:.-Pol’s susplcmns, 5D thnt ‘his'] -

I stood: muhonles:',,hnlclmgd’nst~




