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IMPORTANT LETTERS

The Spestator is devidedly radical in. the
wapper with which it deals’ with the Oka
Questio'n.' It thinks that if the _Semln:fg-y of
St. Sulpice was, ¢ spoiled and disestablished”
it would be'the best thing that could happen.
It acknowledges iudced that the, Seminary has
some Tight to the land at Oka, but it declares
that it also bas obligations as. well. Itis all
a fight between has aod had, $ometime since
the mouthpieces of the « Civil Rights Alliance”
declared that the lund belonged to the Indians;
pow they admit that that was a mistake, and
¢hat the land belongs to the Seminary, but that
the Indians have certain privileges, &e., &e.
The Spectator and Dr. Beers, to whose energy
the Indions owe their protracted and useless
struggle—ch.mpion the Civil Rights Alliance,
and the Minister of Finance, champions the
Seminary. The Civil Rights Alliavce, say the
Indians had rights, but that they forfeited
them when they ceased to be Catholics_. In
order to place both sides of the question before
our readers, we give the lotter of the Depaty
Minister of the Interior, and 2 reply wristen
by Dr. Beers, who is perhaps the ablest
champion the Oka Iadians have. The Deputy
Minister of the Xoterior writing to the Indian

arcnt at Oka saysi—
) THE OKA INDIANS.
s
A STRANGE GOVERNMENT DOCUMENT.

——C—

Orrtawa, March 23rd, 1878.

Sir,~—1 am directed by the Superintendent.Gener-
sl of Indinn Affairs to ncknowledye the receipt of
your letter of the 15th instant, communicating the
effect of & conversution you had with the Rev. Mr,
Borland, a member of the Civil Rights Alliance of
Yontresl, with respect to the praposition of the De-
partment to remove the Iudians of Oka to Cockburn
Island, and enclosing A wiitten statement by Mr.
Borlaud of his viewson the aubject,

The Department have gone into the whole his.
tory of the Oka Indian matter, have read and care-
folly considered all that Mr, Boriund and other
friends of the Indinus have advanced on the subject
and have taken the best possible legal advice, that
wdvice hag uniformly been that the Indians have no
fegal title to the woil, that the gentlomen of the
Scminary are not irustees fur the Indisns but abso-
Jute proprietors of the Jand, and that no soit against
the Seminary with a view to obtasin possession of
the property for the Indians could be successful.
The Department, therefore, cannot accept Mr. Bor-
laud’s opinion in & legul queetisn s against the
opinion of the first tawyers in the country.

More than twe years ago Mr. Borland and those
associnted with him were given an opportunity of
bLringing s test case before the courts, but up to the
present moment they huvo neglected or at Ieast
failed to do &0, leaving the Department to draw the
obrious inference that th-ir counsel is not of opin-
ion in a legal question as uguinet the opinion of the

first lawyers in the country.

More than two years ago Mr. Borlsnd and those
associated with him weie given an opportunity of
bringing a test case before the courts, but up to the
present momwesnt they have neglected or ut least
failed to do so, leaving the Department to draw the
obvious infesence that their council is not of opinion
such & suit would succeed. It there ie any blame
resting npon anybody on account of no action hav-
jug Leen taken, it i8 not certninly upon the Depart-
ment, From advics given by counsel who have
considered cvery phase of . the question with the
u:most care, and who brought to their work ability
ofthe highestorder, ths Duepartment is convinced
that the only result of taking the case into conrt
would be to coufirm the Scwinary in what they
claim to be thetr rights. I peed scarcely say that
in that event the Indiuns would receive nothing.
The Seminary offerthe Indlaps twenty thousand
dollars at present for any tights they may kave, if
thev will move altogether from the seigniory.

The Department believe it in the interest of all
parties to the dispute, and especially in the intorest
of the Indians, that all causes of difficulty and

dificrence should Le removed, and have therefore
earnestly pressed upon the chiefs and leading men
of the band the desirability of accepting the offer
of the Seminary, The Superintendent-General has
not been informed whut those who interfere be-
tween the Indians and the Department propose fo
do in case a suit is bronght and the result is un.
fevourable to the Indians an amount equal to that
which the gentlemen of the Seminary now offer?
Are they prepared to give some satisfactory assur-
ance that the Indians, should they prrfer their ad-
vice to the edvice of the Government, are not going
tolose by doingso? These are covsiderations upon
themnselves the ouerous reaponeibility of urging the
Indinns to disregard the advice of the Government,
and refoee to entsrtaiu the propositions which have
been made to them.

If an early and favourable conclusion to these
negocistions is not arrived at, it i3 the intention of
the Department to withdraw theic Agent from the
seigniory and leave those who have iuoterfered to
prevent the Government from exercising success-
fully their good offices with the Indinns the respon.
6ibility of any difficulty which may arise in conse-
quence, It would be well that the Indians, Mr.
Borland and all concerned should know that the
gentlewen of the Seminary renewed their offer with
8 grent desl of reJuctancy, and that it will be open
for acceptance for bat a Itmited period,

As to the points raised in the resume of the con-
clusious arrived at by the committees of the Civil
Rights Allfance and the Methodist Church, which
Mr. Borland recites, tHY Superintendent-General
directs ms to say :— ' '

18t, That wery serioua oljections have been
tised by -some of the people of the Aanitoulin
Islauds to that locality Leing selected for the Oka
Indiang; but even were this not the case, the
Department considered Cuckburn Island the best
Suited and ot the same time the most nvailable for
the purpose of an'Indisn Sottlement,

2. In discussing what the Government would
or would notdo for the ladians in case of their re-
moval as proposed, it must be borne in mind that
the Indians are not nor is it Jesirable to make them
Densioners upom the ' country. . The Government
and the Department arg meraly’ trustees to admin-
ister the property of the Indians a8 may be thought
best for the.Indians 'themselves,,. There 15 no fun
In the posdesiion of . the Government belonging to
the Oka Indinus, and’ levoud administeriog these
fuads and seelug that no injustice-.ja done them it
bas not " been the, pradtice \to.go., (Their personal
wants must .be met by "thair own industry. and by

tovincial and Mubicipal athorities, =

3. It will at .once be nppaient. to Mr; Borland
that the erection of & church and personage by the

. _| the churcheg and religions organizations interested
in the eplritual welfare of the Indians to” accom-

plish. cn o .
4tb, Of course it would be necessary to defray
the cost of whatever Innds on Cockbain Island was
purchased for the Indians, out: of the sum offerad by
the Semirary. TTuese Innds have recently been
surrendered by another band of Indians, and the
procecds of any sale which takes place goes to the
credit of the fund which the Departent administers
in their behalf, | N . .

The department have no means of purchasing
these or any other lands for the Oka band other thau
such as the amcount given by th «Seminary in con.
sideration for their removal may afford; Lut the
price of the .lands on Cockburn Island is so0 smal),
only fifty cems an acre, that the expenditare would
be quits inconsiderable,

5th.  In conclusion Iam to say that the Super-
intendent-General in his capacity as Trustee for the
Indians, in case the proposition he has made to
them is accepted, would urrange all minor details
conzected with their remaoval, sespecting which Mr,
Borland makes inquiry, as Le might find it best in
thelr interest.

. Iam, Bir, Your Obedient Servant
( Signed) E. A. Mereoitn,
: Leputy Minister of Fizauce,
John McGirr, Esq., Indian Ageut, Oka, P, Q
To that letter Dr, Beers as Secretary pro
tem to the Civil Rights Allianoe sent the fol-
lowing reply.
ANSWER OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS ALLIANCE
TO THE GOVEBNMENT,
MoxTaraL, 23rd April, 1878

Dear Sir,—As the lewul defence of the Oka In-
diaus, and the settlement of the questions between
them »nd the Semfnary of St. Sulpice have been
transferred from the Methodist Church to the Civil
Rights Alliance, the letter froms the Department of
the Intcrior of the 23rd ult., vespecting certain pro-
posals made by the Seminary of St Sulpice had to
be submitted to the council.  The Civil Rights
Alliance is composed of all political and religious
creeds, organized to gecure the civil and religions
rights of uny creed or class, and is not a body to
“interfere between the Government aud the In-
dians.”

The Council of the Alliance regrets that the let-
ter of the Minister of the Intsrior is a plea in de-
fence of the Seminary, containing not only an un-
dignificd threat as to the removal of the agent
placed in Oka, but a further retraction of conces-
sions proffered Ly the Government, The Alliance
bas no political or religions animus. It simply
seeks to svcure certain 11ghts for & people to whom
these rights were given., und which rights were re-
cognized for over a century by the very corporation
which uow aims to reject them., The questions be-
tween the Oka Tudians and the Seminary of St.
Sulpice are not mere questions of sentiment, but of
momentuons fact and inalienable legal clhims. It
miy havo happened, that in the multitude of ad-
visers, volubptary and even official, who have per-
sistent!y urwed the Government te do justice be-
tween there (laimants, tbat eowme couflicting opin-
ions have obtaiued, ag to the real claims and de-
mands of the Iandiars
1t does not 1 ppe .r that * the best possible legal
advice ? taken vy Guvernment, Las been directed to
the rend question at jssue, inasmuch as the letter of
the Minister of the Interior declares that this legal
advice ' has uuiform!ly been that the Indians have
no legal title to the soil, that the Gentlemen of the
Seminary are not trustees for the Indians, but ab-
solute proprieturs of the Iand, and that no suit
against the Seminary to oblain possession of the property
Jor the Indians could be succeesfnl.” Ewminent legal
gentlemen have given tbe opinioun that the titles
utd:r which the Seminary claim un absolute owner-
ship of the Seignories, destroy instead of establish-
ing their claim ; that the oidinance of the Special
Couuncil of 1840, merely confirmed the onginal
grants with the same2 obligatious; that the Act
abolishing the Svignorial Tenure put the Seignories
under the common law, asit did the Seignory of
Sault 8t. Louis, 1he abolitivn being for the Indians
respectively, wlho ghould receive the conastituted
rent in lieu of ezns et rentes, and the indemnity for
the ‘aholition of lods ¢ ventes, or the interest of the
capital set mpart for such indemnity. The )6th
section of the ordinance in question (3 and 4 Viet,,
¢8p, 30, now cap 42 of the Consolidated Statutes of
Lower Canadu), preserves the rights of the Indians.
“ Nothing m this Act or in tle ocdinance aforesaid
contained, shall «x'¢nd to destroy, diminish, or in
any manner to allcet, tke rights and privileges of
tho Crown, or of any psrscn or persons, society or cor-
porate bady, excepting such only as this Act and
the s2id ordinance expressly and specially destroys,
diminishes or affects”

Yet this is not the present question betwesn the
Okas and the Seminary, and no such desire has
been oflicially expresascd to the Government by this
Alliance, as-the dispossession of the gentlemen of
the Suminary, aud the {ustallation of the Indians as
absolute proprictors. It seems evident that the
legal advice taken by Government bas been directed
to an fssue not now in question, and one likely to
prejudice public oplnion against the interests and
real claims vf the Olkas,

The simple questions are these: 1st. Has the
the Indiang? 2nd, What are these obligations ?
3ed. Will the Government- or the courta compel
the Semlinary to fulfil them ?

The Minister of the Interior will perceive that
tho legal advice received by bis Department, as ex-
pressed in his Ietter of the 23rd ult,, has no bearing
at all upon these questious, and tcat much of the
argument contained in his lotter, therefore, fails to
meet the real issus, .

The Alliance recognizes the fact that the Act of
1840 confirmed certain claims of the Seminary, It
does not, however, recognize any revocation of the
obligations imposed upon the Seminary by the con-
cossions of tbe Kipg of France. Ii rather sees
therein an explicit confirmation of these obligations,
To satisfy the Minister ‘of the Interlor that this
position is tenable and. just, it would fix his atten-
tion upon a few undenisble facis, 1st. The Act
of 1837-88, which sought to confirm the Seminary

was only allowed by the Crown becauss it contain-
ed the very obligations towards the Indiabs and
others which the disallowed Act was made to evade,
3rd. Until within the last forty years or there.
abouts, the gentlemen of the Semivary faithfully
fulfilled the obligations this Alliance now. seeks to
bave continned, to wit: Erecting house and home
for $ho people, or at least permitting them to erect
house and home for themselves with timber: from
the ssignories ; prosecuting. In the name of and as
the guardians of the'Indians, tregpassore who cub
wood on the lands; permitting the .people to cat
what wood they 1e ur. for fuel or building pur-
poses, as' well -as- for (he smail industries apon
which much- of thelr existence depends; providing
means for moral and religious instruction, and act-
log in every sense as Trustees, . o

Attention 18 requested to the' admisslons ef the
Rev, T, A, Baile, Superior of the Seminary;in his
latter "of thé 12th’' October, 1868 (Pariiamentary
Return, Third Seeslon, Fat' Parliament, 33 Vict,
1878,.page 13),in which he says, ** We allow. them
to take what wood they. reguire for building pur-

oses or for firéwoodd, but* we' 'do'not allow them
to sell it Also to hig reiteration of this statement
on ‘page 23, same. Return. “If they. want any

‘Govern_menp_ isgomething entirely.at variance with

fireweod or timber ‘for ‘bulldiag” purposes, we
n : : [ T R A DA AR

Seminary of 8t. Sulpice obligatious to fulfil towards {
‘legal rights in Oka: that they are a toleraten people,

ifrom Iroquois invasions.

g8 absolute owners with no obligations to the Indians |,
wag disallowed by the Crown. 2nd, Tho Actof 1840 |

Iudlans require any, we allow them to taks them,
but on the condition that they will not sull them,
In genersl wa cut wood on the }ands reserved for
the Indians at their demand only, either to cnlargs
their flelds or to make new ones; and if sometimes
we have et some without consuiting them, it was on un.
cccupied or desertod lunds,”  Again on page 36, in
a letter dated 2Gth Febiuary, 1870, e vepeats, “ The
Seminary has slwags allowed the Indiane of the
Like to take firewool iu the forest for their own
use. They bave ulso Leen allowed, when asked for,
to take timber for buildiLg purposes” Again in
the * Historival Notice” uf the question published
in 1876 under the names of the present
Cure of Oka and the advocate of the Semiuary,
pages 17 and 26 the admissions are made: “ Euch
head of a family of these tribes of Indians bas had
permission to take in the Domaine of the Semioary
all the wood neccssary for building and heating
purposes.”

Xf these statements were at a1l correct, one of the
most serinus grisvance of the Indians could or would
have had o existence. But they are directly con.
tradicted by the plain facts that ‘n every instance
where the Indians bave attempted to cut wood for
these purposen, the Seminary hins invariably cansed
their arrest and prosecution since they have seen fit
ta change their creed. It has also heen stated that
permission bad to be asked from the forest-keepers;
but it is afact, kinown to residents of the Suvigniories
that these forest-keepers were solely appointed for
the purpose of keeping the French population at the
rear of the domaine from cutting wood. They
pever interfered with the Indians until within the
last eighe or tem yenrs, Lut freguently arrested
French residents for trespass and cutting wood. It
iz also wholly incorrect that since the Indians have
changed their ereed they have been allowed to cut
wool: The residence of the Methodist dissionary,
owned hy an Tndian, bad to Le repaired with lum-
ber bought by private gentlemen ; many houses ars
badly in want of repair, and the Seminary will not
let the people cat wood for this purpose; houses
have fallen into decey from age, and bundreds of
the Indians and their tamilies have been obliged to
leave Oka for want of houss and Lome, and are now
residents in various parts of Quebec and Qutario,
Several families are crowded into emall dwellings
for want of sufficient hous=s. The necessary fire-
wood has only been obtained by purchase, and by
using decayed stumps found on the lunds or canoed
from scross the Lake, These maiters are here en-
larged upon toshow the Department of the Interior,
that the stutements made by the Rev. Mr. Baile are
utterly dieproved by facts ; and that in no instance
bave the Protestant Indians of Oka enjoyed the
ancient privileges, which bave been continved un-
interruptedly to the few Indians on ths Seiguiory
who are Roman Catholics.

The Alliance and its advoca‘es do not consider
that the Government hes any such relations with
the Okas a3 with other Indian bands. The Seminary
of §t. Sulpice voluntarily a.sumed the same direct
Trusteeship of these Indians and the lands, which
the Government now occupy towards otber Indian
bands., Proof of this is apparsnt from the state-
ments in the letter of the dinisier of the Interior,
that *‘there is no fund in the possession of the
Government belonging to the Oka Indians,” aud
that ¥ the De2partment have no menns of purchasing
these or any other lands from the Oka band, other
than such as the amourt given by the Seminary?

The Okas occupy & peenliar legal position by no
fault of their own. The Sominary petitioned the
King of France in 1717 for the Scigniory of the
Lake ¢ as o Mission tothese Indians,” plainly ex-
pressing the desiro to secuirs it for “the advantige
uf the Inaian Mission, uot only hecause of the con-
version of the Indians, who being further from the
city would a 51 be beyond the dapper of becoming
dronkards, but also to the colony, whichin this wa
would be protected from the incursions of the Ire-
quois in time of war” It must be remembered
that when England {ook possession of this country
this band of Indians wers then under the guardian-
ship and special care of the Seminary of St. Sulpice
ou the very seignory where they still remain; and
that from that period till tle confirmation of the
Semin ry Title in 1840, tho bighest legal opisions
held that the estates of the Seminary were being
illegally baving become by the capitulation the
property of the Crown. It was mno fanlt of the*In-
dians if they were placed by old legisiation in this
peculiar position, and left by the crdinance of 1840
under the Semioary trusteeship fostend of ex.
clusively Government control, In fuct, the Crown
i3 directly responsible for this peculiar relationship
us it disallowed the Act of 1837-38, by which the
Seminary tried to get rid of their obligations to the
Indians, snd put their care upon the Crown,

The plain reason therefore why the Government
hai no*fund bLelonging to the Qkas is that the Sem.
inary of §t. Sulpice hold anid bave always held
this fusdin trust; have held the positon towards
the Indians for over twohandred years, one bundred
and sixty of which keave been in Oka. TheGovern.
ment occopy a certain relation towards the Caugh-
nawagn, 5t Regis and other Indian bands, which
gives it the exclugive control of these Indian funds.
‘The Seminary of St, Sulpice, by the original deeds
of concession and the ordinance of 1840, occupy a
similar relation towarda these Okss, which has given
in the exclusive control of the {unds belonging to
the Okas.

The Seminary maiotain that the Okas havo no

Gouvernment seems to confirm this view. Now tf
the Okax Liave no legal rights in the Seigunary there
clearly they bave no rights anywhere else,” Thus
they ara placed in an inferior and anomelous posi-
tiop, which no other band of Indians occupy. If
the ordinance of 1540 was meant to alienate the
Indinns rights, it wasa wrong and an ibjustice
which no Government had or has n legal power to

held respoasible. Nothing fs clearer, however,

from the original deeds of concession, ng well ag

from the petitions presented to the French King
by the Seminary, than that these Indiang were

.specially chosen for special instrnction and care, as.

waell rea special defence of the Isiand of Montreal
The letter of the Aipic.
ter of tbe interior declares that the Goverament

“has no funds belonging to the Gka Indisns,” and

has no means of purchasing land for them. Sup-
posing now, as the letter of the Department latim.
ates, that in the event of the refusal of the Okas to

.accept a money loducement from the Seminary to )
luave the Seignory, and they are ultimately forced |
'to do 80 by the same circumstance of annoyance and

restriction whizh have forced hundreds of others to

leave, and then there is “ no fund forthcoming,” |

does the Department of the Interior wish it to be
nnderstood that the Govenment bhas no fund to

for others ? . - . e
Does the Department inmate that by withdrawing
its agent at Oka, and ¥ leaving the responsibility of
the consequences .to  the friends ofthe Indians?
that it is willing to expose the Okas to the annoy.
ances ard open ‘perseutions they have endured for
g0, maoy yeara ?.  This moat: inevitably follow, and
the Alliance arges the Miniater of the Interior to
reconglder the position “in which these people
would ' then ‘be placed—one: dangerous .to. theé
peace and prosperity of the country,.. ... ... .
In‘regard to the Test Case, sald in the letter of
the Minister:of the Interidr to. have been'offered in
the interest of the Indians, the offer was made by
the pravious Government, but no case, bas been

soch a case a8 will make this possible, - 1t has been

perpetuate, and for which Government must be|.

do.for these Inliaca wia’it has dens and is doing |

"upon the other, The Deputy Minister of the

sequred under’ whicki'thé questions at lsue conld'bd | [iv rolas the best 'of “a bad case; ‘and 1o’
tested, and the  Seminary. has: refused ;to agree : to : - 4 .

S<mpary has systematically resisted every effort to
oring & proper test case before the Courts,by harias-
s'ug the Indians by criminsl proceedings and arrests,
without ever yet having secured a verdict,—these
wirests having heen almost exclusively for at-
temptivg 10 «xercise the privileze of cutting weo ),
wh.cli tus Bev. M, Baile declares they ¥ bave al-
ways been allowed to exercise

No sucu judicisl opinion has been solicited as
that expressed in the Jetter of tLe Minister of 1oe
Toterior, viz. ¢ that % the Departwent is couvioced
that the ouly result of tuking the case into Courr
would be to coefiitn the Seminary in what they
claim to be their rights” and * that in that event
the Ludians wenld receive nothing™  Tris, it seemy
to us, i3 the jurisdictivn of the Couris to decide,
nud 1t i3 the caroest desire of the Alliance that if
Lo fair settivment can otherwise be made, such a
test casw be entered in the Courts by Government
as will finally settle tho disputed points, 1t does
not appear to us probable that if the Seminary
believed the Okas “have no legal vights they
would offer them even 520,000 “for what rights
they may have.”

1o the consideration of the proposal to give the
Indians $2v,000, the fuct stated in the letter of the
Minister of the Interior that “ out of this sum lands
would bave to be purchased for the Iundinns elses
where, at ouce reuders such a compromise impos-
sible. The tact, too, that Cockburu Island has been
deserted by less civihized Indians is certainly no
inducement fuor the Olns to remove there. The
letter of the Department speaks strongly in the
interests of the Sumivury. It oflers very poor en-
courngement to the Indians, Lewmoval nader such
circumstauces wonld redace these tudinns to the
condition of panperism, which the Department says
it is undesirable should cccur. Nov only is the
sum oficzed wholly insdeqgaate, but the Alliance
speaks the earnest desive of the Ludinns themselves,
sed speaka it authoritatively, that they be secaro
on the lauds where they have lived so lone, th
rights they claim, aud previously evjoyed undis”
turbed. -

Lhe Alllsuce ix unawars that any hint of making
the Uling ¥ punsioucrs upon the country” has been
mado by their friends, Socleties by the huudred
for the relief of the poor of enfranchised commuai-
tics are pecessury ; yet tho relief which it bas been
found necessary to extend to the Okaw, has been
solely in  conscviquency of the cortailment by
the Semivary ot the privileges ava  righes
they ulways previously eujoyed te muain-
tain  themsclves.  ‘the  people  were inde-
pendentof charity until the Semipary infringed
upon theiirights, Government bas been frequently
golicited to retieve communities of wkite people,
Whatever the fanlts of the Indings may be—and
they bear no comparison $o those of the more privi-
leged pale face public—an Indinn wendicant smong
the Okas has not been kuown within the Inst eiglt
or ten years. ln their present distress they have
suffered without themselves soliciting aid,

It would be a crael blow tothe interests of the
Indians toremove the Ageat appointed by the De-
partment.  The Alliance ia fuHy sati-lid that lis
presence alony has tended to pence, and isconfident
that bis parsonul observation and iuquiry will con-
viuce the Government, that the reports and state.
m=nts made by the Aliance are fully borue out by
facts ;und that statements prejudicial to the conduct
ot the ludinps are unworthy of belief, The Alli-
ance would rather snggest that in the interval of
the settlement of these questions, the®Agent now
at Uka, who hins evideutly familinriscd himself
with both sides, be given bigher discretionary
powers, su as to secure to the Indinus the acknowl-
sdped right to cut what wood they require for
buiiding and heating purposes A sericus gaie-
vanco would thug be removed, The Minister of
the Interior will see, that if the Seminary is sin-
cere in its expressions, us represented by the Rev,
Mr, Baile, n simple plan is here presented to prove
it, aud ove to whick it is boped the Seminary will
consent.

In reply to the questions in the leticr of the
Minister of the Interior, 88 10 “ whether the gemle-
men who are inter ering between tho Gove:nment
and the Indians are prepared (5 guurautee that the
Indians will not lose by rejecting the affer of the
Semivary,” &c., the Allianca is satisfied, frow the
statements of the Indiang themselves, that if they
are sccured in the rights they ecjoy for over a hun-
dred yuars, and are not persecuted by the Seminury
fur daring to change their religious creed, their
content and material progress will be slmost a
certaloty.

The Allianco would gladly see the Government
relieved from anxiety in this whals matter, ind will
second nuy fair and reasonable cftort to this end,
The ¥ personal wants” of the Indians will be se-
cured by themeelves oncs they are allowed to live
and labour uudistnrbed. Lesponsible gentlemen
are willing to try experiments 1o promote the social
and material progress of this gpecial band,—experi-
menty which will cost the Government nothing,
and be of deep interest to the Department of the

Iunterior, It is desirable to engage them in
various branches of mechanical industry, for
which they have sho¥n special capacity —

‘Co aacomplish this, it i8 pecessary 1o secure
the civil and religious rights of the people,
the snfety of capital invested, and the retention of
the band in their present convenlent proximity to
the metropolis. No movement 1s wmade by this
Association on their behalf without first consulting
the Chiefs and obtaining thelr approval, The Al-
liance would feel it « deep injustice and wrong,
were the Olkias to be  left to their own untutored
opinion, in n diepute with a rich and talented body
of gentlemen like the Seminary of St. Sulpice, and
its advocates, more capecially as the Department of
the Interior seema disposed to deny that the Okas
have any illegal rightsin tho Seminary.

The Alliance would respect(ully suggest and urge
the appuintment of a commission composed of
three gentlemen of the Seminary, three members
<f the Alliance, the head-chief of Oka, with one
legal Counsel of the Seminary and one of the Alli-
ance, to discuss the claims of the Insians, the best
'and most peacefal arbitration or settiement, and to
_present a signed report to the Department of the In-
‘terjor.  In the event of disagreeiment, the Alliance
will then pray the Government to enter a {est case
to finally settle the difficulties in the Couits.

The Alliance truste that immediate action will be
taken to bring about some gettiement,

Soliciting an early reply,

Your obedient servant.
W. Geo, Beers,
Secretary pro tem, Civil Rights Alliance.
"Hox Davip Mines, . o
Minister of the Interior, Oftawa, Out,
Here then is the question, reasoned by the

Government on the one hand, apd Dr, Beers

Taterior, with the ¢ best possible legal advise”
to sustain him, says:  that the Indians have
no legal title to the spil,‘ghht‘ the gentlemen
of the Seminary are not trustees for the Indians,
but absolute proprietors of the land, and that
10 suit against the “Seminary, with a view to
Obtain possession of the property ‘for the In-:
‘dians, could be successful.” In reply, Dr.;

I have the honor to be, Bir, :

tion after position is abundoved, and he ‘s
uowise enough to advis: the Indians not to
accept the generous offer of $20,000 made by
the Sewminary, but ivstead suggests that a
“ Com:mission composed of thres gentlemen of
the Seminary, and three of the Alliance, thehead
ehief of Oka, with ene legat council of euch to
discusss the claims of the India s This, we
hope, the Sewminary will tike no natige of,
The geatlemen of the Seminary have no cause
to recognize the Civil Rights Alliance at all,
Perbaps Dr. Beers would tuke into considera-
tion the $60,000 of property destroyed, which
belenged to the Secwinary, and if as he says
the ohjees of the Civil WHichts Alliance is to
secure Civil and Religious Liberty for the Ta-
diaps, it might assist 1 obtaining it for the
“ Civil” repreation {or the Seminary as well,
The fault of the Seminary is, that they lave
been too lind to the Oka Indians, snl that
kindness has been interpreted into weakness,
The privileges as Iather Buaile admits, of
allowiog the [adians * to take what wood they
require for building purposes or for firewood,”
has been interpreted as a right by the bullies
at Oka, backed by Orange lodzes, who vowed
to ‘¢ defend said Oka Indians at the risk of
their lives,” 1t the gentlemen of the Semin-
ary foaght their battles asmen of the world,
there would have been no Oka diflieulty, bue
theic retiring dispensation and easy maaner,
aceepting everything wits catm and Christinn
resignation, has brought to the front a party of
vetion, hostile to the interests of the Chureh,
and who under the name of “ Qivil Richts,”
would destroy the Seminary,—¢ vpoil and dis-
establish™ its property, and hug the faney that
it had done all in the name of © Civil and
Religious Liberty,” although ¢ the Depart-
ment of the Interior have woue into the whole
kistory of the Gla Indim matter,” and have
decided that the Samivary is Ry, and the
insurgent Indinns Wioxu,
e

STRAY LEAVES FROM HISTORY.
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HOCH k.
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The following extracts, from a posthumous work
of the late historian, Mickelet, was published re-
centlyin the fappe! of Paris ;

“The Vendome war was over. Huoche then Lad
Lut one thought—to be avenged of England,

“ Hu sald, with that good sense and judgment
which characterize the Parisian, thut wars on the
Continent were secondary “things; that it would be
neceseary to make war ag the fountain-head in Eng-
Inod, where was the wenlth that paid the armies of
the Continent,

Mo thought little of the war on the Rhine, which
gnave him all his glory. Ubliged to return to it
stortly befure his dently, he wroto to the Miniater of
the Navy—¢ It thero be & fuvorable moment, let ma
know; even if I reach Viennn, I shall leave every-
thiugr to tly to the Rhine and cwbark.’

“The only way to stop Eugland in this war,
which, while uudisturbed wt howe, she makes to the
world, was not, a8 Bonaparte imagined, to strike
her inthe Alps, or in gypt, but to shake her vig-
oroukly aud near, in threatening her in Ireland.

“ 14 was not necessury to be vietorions, but to
nlarm Ler constantly in her commoreo, in ber money
ioterests, nnd on the exchange,

“Such were the wproj.cts of Hoche, and of bis
friend, Admlral Traoguct.  Bold projects, herole and
disinterested, whicti id not even look for victory,

“Ihe descent on lreland, really impossible in
1804, when Napolvon intended to mnke it, was very
possible iu 1793 wud the following years, Why
was it 207 I'or a very simmple reason: Eungland
wak not informed of it, was not prepaved, and had
not all the means of defense which shescecumulated
in ten years,

 And to that reagon let ns add 1 nother important
onv, which made the project of Hucle as recasonable
as that of Nupoleon in 1804 was Likzardons, and that
is, that in 1793, and even ju 1768, there was in Ire.
land a peoplv who held out thelr arinato us.  There
existed en Lreland ; it wag not yet drowned in blood,
it bud uot yet entered on that career of incressing
misery and fantine; which marde us witness one of
the most terrible phenomunn ths physical destruc-
tion of a race, without its disappearance or decrease
of population,

“ Hoche, in isolating Ircland, was cutting off the

right hand of Bugland, and extinguishing Welling-
ton in advance.
“The undertaking was no doubt an uncertain
one, but a splendid danger, one of those to which a
hero would love to glve his life, It was more than
& war of destruction—it was, above all, the evoca-
tion, tha reaurrcction ¢f a people, that France would
have brought from their towb—of a fraternal peo-
ple 8o zood and go amiable!

% What a stimulant for the enthusinsm of our
young navy, delighted to kuow that on another
shors there was another France expecting thom,
A Frauce half barbarous, but enthusiasiic and im-
patient to join in that fraternal vnion, Our men,
brothers of those who made the Federation in 1790
who continued on the Rhine the military federation
of the armies, imagined that they would begin in
Ireland the maritime fede:ation of the human race,
~1*While Bonaparte and Massena crossed 1he snows
Hocho aftfronted the tempests of the oean (16th
Duc) The flnet at Brest was not ready; he will go
alone (3d Nuv,, 1796.) ‘{'he Directory refused per-
mission, Hoche lost a precivus month. Discour-
agod, he offered to take, no malter where, tho 13,-
000 men reserved for the expedition. It was a
imeans of reminding the Government, and getting
the order to leave. The Directory, on the contrary,
took him at his word, and congratulated him for
having abandoned his project. It came too late,
-"Che fleet had sailed for lreland. :
" “Having sailed on the 16.h; on a dark night, four
ships canfb in contact with other. It was necessary

| to wait uniil morning. During the night ot the

17th a new calamity happencd—the Seguisani, on
passing the Raz, went down' with her 64 cannons
and 1,3000 men. I
# The fleet weat to sail for the Bay of Bantry. A
terrible tempést "came oa the 18th, ‘dispersing the
ships—Hochu's vessel the farthest off, In ' his.ab-
sencs, Commedore, Bouret rallied what remained,
and when the tempest was over éntered the Bay of
Bantry, with gseventeen vessels and 7,000 men. But
the wind blowing hsrd sgain, he cut his cables and
salled for France, "A ‘second temipest assailed the
feét; and. 1t was only & fortnight after that'the ships
reachediBrast, . . ... .. . - 000
. #\When'they were entering the French’ harbory
"Hoche arrived'at Bantry.-No one! not &'tingle ship
ronjthe..seal He (was told. that.the faet; withont
landing any men, had sailed off.

‘oné ¢an read’ that repl}vlﬁwithoiit'- seeing thatf’

" He' s neat. d71Dg of grick"-Meee's Weekly.
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