240 THE PEARL:

DE ED TO POLITE LITERATURE, SCIENC

E, AND RELIGIOM.

 va——

gy

-

i3y
e e e

TIIE OLD FARM GATE.

" Where, where is the gate that once gerved to divide
"'he elm-shaded lane from the dusty road side ?
J like not this barrier gaily bedight,
With ite glittering latch and its treliis of white.
Tt is scemly, 1 own—yet, ob ! dearer by far
Were the red-rusted hinge and the weather-warp’d bar.
}ere are fushion and form of 2 modernised date,
But J'd rather have look’d en the old farm gate.

—

T'waz here where the urchins would gather to play

In the shadows of twilight or sunny mid-day ;

J'or the stream running nigh and the hiliocis of sand
Were temptations no dirt-loving rogue could withstand.
But to swing on the gate-rails, 1o clamber and ride,
Was the utinost of pleasure, of glory and pride ;

fsnd the car of the victor or carriage of state

Never carricd such hcarts as the old furm gate.

*Twas here whera the miller’s son paced to and fro,

\When the moon was ahove and the glow-worms below :

Now pensively leaning, now twirling his stiek,

While the moments grew long and his heart-throbs grew
quiclz.

Yvhy, why did he linger so restlessly there,

With church-going vestinent and sprucely-combed hair ?

Jle Joved, oh ! he loved, and had promised to wait

i'or the one he adored at the old farm gate.

*I'was liere where the grey-headed goesips would mect,
And the fulling of markets or goodness of wheat—

his Geld lying fullow—that heifer just boaght—-

Were favourite themes for discussion and thought.

*i'he merits and frolts of a neighbour just dead—

The hepes ¢l a couple dhout to be wed 5

The Parlinment doinza—the bill and debate,

Were o'l canvassed and weighed at the old furm gate,
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“I'was over that gate T taught Pincher to bound

With the strength of a steed and the grace ofa hound ;
'The beagle might hunt and the spaniel might swim,

Bot none could leap over that postern like him.

WWhen Dobbin was saddied for mirth-making trip,

And the quickly-pull'd willow-branch served for a whip,
Spite of hngging and tugging he’d stand for his freighe,
While T c.mxbed on his hucl‘ from the old furm gate.

*Tis well to pass portals where pleasore and fame'

May co:ue winging our moments and gliding ocr name ;
Rut, give me the joy and the freshuess of mind,

When away on seme sputt--the old gate slamz’d behind—
I've listaned to music, but none that could speak

In such tones to tny heart asthe tecth-setting crgak

'hat broke ou my ear when the night had worn late,

And the dear ones camo home through the old furm gate.

Oh ' fair s the Larrier taking iis place,
Bot it darhens o picture my sonl longed to trace.
I sigh to beho!d the rough stap’e and hasp
And the rails that wy growing hand scarcely could clasp.
O ! how strungzely the warm spirit gradges to part
With the commonest relic once linked to the heart
Aund the biightest of fortune—tho kindliest fate—
Would not barish my love forthe old furin gate.
Lriza Coox,
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T'OTTERY-WAREL, FINISIIING,

The finer kinds of poreeluin zre ofien cmbellished with paint-
ings of such exquisite workmanslip, that they may safely bear
comparison with the finest miniuture-paintings. Iiere the com-
Lined talents of the artist und of the chemist are called into re-

quisition, as much perhaps as in any process that can be named.

"Tiis part of the sulject has therefore engzaged tho attention both|!
of manuf.cturers and of chemists, in otder tu lay down working{’
rufes for the gaidance of the workman.  Perhaps the most re-
toarkable investigator of this subject was Bernard de I"alissy, vaho,
having accidentally scen an enamelled cup, instantly conccived
the idea of cendenvouring to muke improvements in the artof ap-
Plying colours to glass and procelain (for the principle is much
He threw up his occupation of a land
surveyor, and devoted his time, Lis energy, and hLis means
10 the prosecution of Lia favourite subject. Years did he devate
ts it, and suljected himself to the expestulations of those moast
dear to him Ly the expenditure of Lis means. At one time, so
completely was he inipoverished, that he actaally broke op his
furnitore and some of the wood-work of his house for the purpose
of fuel to feed the furnace in which his experimental com-
Jositivns were being heated ; hnd ke stripped himself of a por-|
tion of his clothing to serve the purposo of wagcs te a workman
whe made roisy apnliestion far hiz earninge. 1t is however
gratify iog 10 those who ean appreciate such eaergy in the parsait
<f seientific investigat'on, to know that Paligsy was rewarded for

the sare in hoth cases).

or liquid.

'his years of toil by snccess and henourable fame. Trom the time
of Palissy to modern -days, repeated improvements have been|
‘made in the choice of colours employed for painting porcelain, and
in mcdes of laying them on.

‘metals, ground to 2n extremely fine powder, and mixed with
volatile oil or with gum-water to a consistency which enables
them to be Jaid en with ease. One of the reasons why the colours
nust e metallic oxides is, that if they were of organic origin,
whether animal or vegetable, they could not bear, without Ce-
‘eomposition, the intense heat of the enamelling furnace, into which
‘the painted porcelain ia placed.

The setection of these oxides for colouring materials is subject
‘o the taste of the maker, as well as to his scientific skil!, and is
fur too extensive a subject for us to enter opon here. ‘e may
rnerel\ mention that"guld, iron, antimony, lead, uranium, tin, zinc,
‘und copper are among the large variety of metals used four this
purpose. In orderto make these colouring substances adhere

flux which will both enable them to melt more eusily and com-
‘bine with the porcelain more perfecdy. This flux is generally
composed of powdered glass, calcined borax, and refined nitre,
%der. The process ofgrinding is very important, both as regards
:the colouriog substance and the flux.

The puainting is performed by means of small camel-hair pencils,
1as in miniature-painting,. Some of the earlier specimens of por:
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,cclain were painted by men whose names have become the pro-
| perty of posterity.

Works on porcelsin are extant, said to be
ifrom the hund of Rafizelle, and the cabinets of the corious pre-
isent specimens of British porceluin with designs execated by Sir
J. Thornhill. We have seen an oval dish, containing 2 view on
the Rbine, by one of the Flemish masters, of surpassing beanty.

The devices are painted on the articles according to patterns,
\and according to the colours chosen. If the articles be compara-
tively cheap, the painting is performed by girls, who have no diffi-
culty in following agiven easy pattern ; but if the ornaments be
elaborate, the exercise of taste is called for, and the talents of a
more experienced person.are required.

The Chinese have a remarkable way ofpainting porcelain ves-
sels so that the colour shzall only be visible when the vessel is full
The cun is made very thin, and, after having been
'buked, is painted on its inner surfuce.. When dry, a thin film of
| porcelain carth, the same as the cup, is laid over the inside, and
on this a varnish of glaze is laid. 'The outside is then ground
tuway almost to the level of the puainted figure, which then receives
la coating of varnish on the outside, so asto conceal the paint,
I When the vessel is filled with liquid, it acts as a kind of foil be-
‘hind, and throws out the figures, which were before obscured.

The gilt ornaments, rings, edges, etc. of.articles of porcelain,
are produced in a way very similar to the coloured painting.

These gilt ornaments are afierwards burnished by a peat process,
which is generally performed by fumales. An agate or blood-
stone buornisher, a picce of sheepskin, a little white-lead, and a
Hatle vinegar, are required by those who work at this part.

In some descriptions of porcelain gold i3 applied in the form of
teaf, and made to adhere by means of japanners® gold-size. The
igo!d—size i3 laid on with & pencil ; and when it becomes in &
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Jiclammy state, between wet and dry, the gold is applied and

‘pressed on with cotton wool. The vessel is then put into an
luvcn, by which the gold is burnt on.

There is a kind of pottery known as gold or silver lustre-ware.
{n this case the oxides of gold or silver are mixed with an essential
oil, and brushed cntirely over the vessel. The vessel then being
placed in an oven, the heat dissipates the oxygen, and leaves the
meltals adbering to the porcelain, but with much less brillancy than
when laid on in the way above described.

We now approach the last portion of our subject, viz. the glaz-
ing, or the glassy covering which gives such beauty, cleanliness,’
and durability to porco.lam or potiery vessels. Itis necessary here
|to remark, that although the blue fignres on common ware are
'painted or printed when the ware is in the state of biscuit, or un.
bl.xzvd, vet the more elaborate painting on porcelain is generally
|done afier the process of glazing ; so that the enamel coloars,
ib_v being afterwards heated, blend and unite with the glaze on the
porcelaiu * it is true the painted wares have again 10 be placed
‘m an oven, but this process is quite independent of that of glaz-

te

ing.

e A glaze for the commonest ware iy composed of gronnd flint
rmixed with litharge, in the proportion of fouar parts of the former
:to ten of the lutter.  This mistare is very hurtful to the workman
‘emp!o_v, ed, inconsequence of the lead contained in the litharge ;
but the anxicty for a cheap glaze occasions it to be still used. As
\a general rule, we may say that ground flint forms one of the in-
‘gredients cf moat kinds of glaze. |
i When the proper materials have becn agreed apon and selected,

[they are finely grovnd and mixed up with water to the consistence
‘of cream. Into this cream, which is kept covetantly stirred to
‘ _prevent the solid particles friem sabsiding. the cop or other vessel
“ls dipped. A thin coaticg of comrse 4&ttaches to the oatside,
L while the ins.de is filled with the cream. Tbis Leing emptied out,

The sobstances employed as colours are invariably oxides of;|

permanently to the porcelain, it is necessary to mix them with a.

mixed in definite proportions, and reduced to an impalpable pow-||

Ythe cop is tarned rapidly about to make the glaze flew equally
to every part. The cap is then allowed to drain for a few seconda,
and is laid by, ready for beiang placed in the oven. Anothercup
is then taken, dipped into the gluze, and hested in-the same way
'as the last, and so on to any extent.

When a sofficient number of vessels are ready, they are arrang«
ed in seggars, and without touching one another. The seggars.
are piled one upon snother into bungs, and the oven is heated:
.gradoally. 'The degree of beat attained is not equal to that ia the
baking oven ; baot is of such an amount that the glaze becomes.
;melted and flows smoothly over the sarface of the cup, as-a
itransparent sort of enamel. The heat of the ovea is then lowered, ,
Iand the vessels are withdrawn in a finished -state.

There is a mode of gluzing ware by means.of common salt. It
was furmerly employed for pottery in general, butis at present,
principally confined to stone ware.. The stone ware is peculiarly
compact and dense ia its stracture, so that it will hold water with-
owt absorption, even if unglazeds When the vessels are made,
and while in the oven, saltis throwa in, and becomes decomposed-
by the heat : the alkali of the salt. combines with the flint con-
tained in the ware, and.forms a eoating of glass.which envelopes.
the whole surface.

We frequently see-that tea~caps anod other articles of pottery-
ware which bave been purchased from hawkers, or at ** cheap.
shops,”” become covered with innomerable cracks in the course
of time. These vessels are. made of. a cheap -deseription of clay
that will not bear a.sufficient degree of- baking, or are covered
with a cheap glaze, which becomes cracked or ¢ crazed,’” as it is..
techuically termed, by the frequent action of hot water. In pro-
cess of time pieces.of the glaze chip.off, and afford us one among.
a long list of proofs, that what are termed ** cheap’’ goods are
not always such.
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A person who had drank teo much the night befors, was yester-..
day placed  before Recorder Baldwiu, of the second munici..
pality.

* You were drank last night,”, said-the Recorder.

*t You're right for once,’” said the prisoner.

¢« I shall send you for thirty days,’’ said the Recorder.

¢t Oh, don’t,”’ said the prisoner. .

s« I will,”’ said the Recorder. .

“I’'m a printer,’’ said'the prisoner. .

““ Are you '’ said the Recorder. :
%I am s0,” said the prisoner.. *“-We invited you, you know,
to oor anaiversary dinner.”’

8o you did,” said the Recorder..

* How did you like that ham 2*’ asked the prisoner.

« [t was excellent,’” said the Recorder,

* And the wine ?°* asked the prisoner.

¢¢ That was better yet,”’ said the Recorder.

¢ And the toast.so complimentary to you ?'* asked the prisoner,
with a smile.

¢« That was better than all,*’ said the Recorder.

T know who wrote that toast,”’ said the prisoner.

*“ You may go,’’ said the Recorder.—A 2w Orleans Sun.
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“ The poets,”’ saya the Buffalo Journal, ¢¢ are not all dead,”"
and it gives this. example :—*¢ The Niles (Michigau) Intelli-
gencer publishes a call for 2 meeting of the citizens to repair a.
*¢corduroy’’ road near that place, and compels the muses to-
second the call in the following stanza :

~

¢.For now it’s pot passable—
Not even jackassable ;

And those who would travel it,
Should turn out and gravel it.” **

There ore those who are rich in their poverty, becaase they are .
content, and use generously what they bave : there are others .
who in the midst of their riches, are really poor, from tbeir unse-
tiable covetousness or shameful profusion.

Two things, well considered, wouald prevent many quarrels ;.

first, to have it well ascertained whether we are net disputing
abovt terms, rather than things ; and, secondly, to examine
whether that on which we difer, is worth coatending about.
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