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i>xed vdlLIc whicli cidurcd during incarly ail the pcriod we
have bccn concerîîed wvitil, and %vilîi, althois-h it lias disap-
peared in utta.rd forsit, is yct present latently in cvcry ex-

claiccalculatio,î made even at tlîîs prcesent day-wc nican
the oh! Spasnish dollar. Wc~ have already scin how it becaine
the alînost tiîîivcsa.l coin iii Amecrica, and during ricarly the
%%'1101C Colon1i.d1 perioci, nilely, Up1 to the :lear 1772, it con-
tamnced flie Saine quanitity of pu)tre silver.

There were iii circulation four kinds of dollars, viz. :-««Se-
ville piccs of ciglit." Il Mexicani picccs of eighit," Il lillar
pices of çiglIit," -l>cru piccs of cighit." These picces, of
the value <4 ciglît reals Spanisl "old la.te." wcrc ail1 called

olr,"and wecre ail of the saine %%ciglt-17 dwts. 9 to
12 grains of silver, of a standard filictcss of 11 parts pure
silver to one of alloy. But thc legal par lit wvhichi thicy pass-
cd diffecd ver), nucl iii the colonîies. At the tine of the
Revoluîtion it Nvas 6s. in Massachusetts, Ss. in New York,
7s. 6<1. iiil, enyv a -a11( 4s. 8d. in South Carolina. Vcry
cirly in Colonîial lîisfory ftic inconveniencc of a varying par
was fclt b), inany, and thc governors cspecially urgcd the
1Iloin authoritics fo p)ut a stop f0 it. Accordingly in 1707,
the sixth ycar of Qucen Aine, ant Act %vis passcd by the
Imîperial l'arlianment, dcclariîîg tlîe value at which foreign
coins slîould pass in flic c<Ioiesc,. Titis enactmcent wvas bascd
11pon1 carerfl asan d fixcd the vailue of the Spanishi coins
as follows :

Seville 1 icces of ciglit Ilold plate," - Ils. 6d. Stg.
NIeC.îco - 4s. 6d. .

l'il Lar Il. - 4s.6y4d. '

l'cru -4s. 5d. I
It %vas also cniacted tlîat iii future the dollar should flot bc

accoutited for in any) of the colonies above thc rate of 6s. cur-
rency. Tiis statute %vas utterly disrcg-arded iii Anierica, and
like inost oilier Imiperial statutes, becarne a dead letter.
Soîre attempt. was inade in Newv Vork, by the governor to


