
THE FUTURE 0F THE PRENCH-.CANADIAN4 RACE

Quebec, we shall do ln Ontario, in thle
West, and ini the Maritime Provinces.

The hast censua shows us VhattVthe
entire population of the Maritime
Provinceis is reininng almost sta-
rionary, so that these Provinces in
1901 loat several seats in the Ruge of
Commons. The immigrants, from,
*Europe do not stop tilere, but pasa
immediately to the West, and like
Quebec. Nova &eotia and New Bruns-
wick have bo deplore, the, doparture
of a great number of th)eir song eltiler
to the United States, or to other parts
of thec ountry. But a remarkiable
and -onFoling, fact la that if thle total
figure of tile population is; not înerea-
ing, or hardly increasing, that of thle
Frencli-Caniadian population la grow-
inig very rapidly. Accorling to the
moet exact data, thle Maritime Prov-
tices were peopled in 1908 by 940,000
inhabitants. 0f this numnber 140,000
were of Frenchi origin, iil means
that the proportion between the
Frenchi and Engliali race ie stiil more
in our favour there than iu Ontario.

lu 1901, New Brunswick had a
population, one-fifth of which was
good Acadian. The census of 1911
will certainly show that this propor-
tion will have increased to one-fourtil
of thle total population. Thug, out o!
an approximate total of 360,0-00 inhab-
itantis (the figure was 350,000 in
1908), Vibre wifl b.e 90,000 loyal Eng-
lisil subjectis of Frenchl origin. The
A.eadians have one of tuheir number in
the provincial cabinet and the Legia-
laturc contains among its membem6
seversi representativea of French
blood. Out 0f ton Senators, one io
au1 Acadian, out of thirteen represent-
aVives in the. HouG. of Commons, tire,
are Acadians. The influence of our
race in ti Province is going on iu-
creasing, thainks to their phenomenal
birth-rate. It is 42 per 1,000 inhabi-
tante, vil. it is only 22 per 1,000

New Brunswick la receiving almost no
immigration., and since thle bîrtil-rate
of thle Freucil-Canadliana i. double that
of tl.,e Etiglisi, tile day la not far dis-
tant whtcn t'it two raceR wlU b. iu
number equal. From i1hat time fort.h,
no one can doubt that Vile French wil
of neceffity overcome before long tile
oppos;t-cn of their rivais, and New
Brunswick will be conquered peao.-
fully, juit, ab, the Estern Townships
have been.

In Nova, Scotia, our progress, al-
thougil lese noticeable, la noV legs
roal. The influence of tile Province
.of Quebec if; le% feit thore, and as
Vile groupe of Frenci-Canadiana are
les numerous their coheslon îs more
difficult to brlng about. That, how-
ever, does noV prevent our counting
about 50,000 Frenoh-epeaking inhabi-
Vante out 0f a total population of 480,-
000 inhabitant6, or alniost a nintil o!
the wilole. Out o! tcn senators for
Iiai Province, one la an Acadian, and
'everal representatives in the Legis-
laVure are also of French origiu.

The mo;t, curions pilenomenon ig
perilaps that whichi l occuring ln
Prince Edward Ieland. Iu 1901, the.
population of titis Province had auf-
fered a decrea&e o! 5,719 inhabitantg
since 1891, whule tile Frenchl popula-
tion had ineceased by 4,000 in the
sanie time. Til meant a 'gain of
10,000 iu ten yearp, or a gain of about
one-tentil of tile wilole population. Let
that continue (and we have no rea-
son to suppose that til movement
will net continue), aud you cau judge
whebher lu a century the Frenchl race
will flot predominate in til Province.
Acadia, that la bo say Vile Maritime
Provinces> will be as Frenchl then as
thle Province of Quebeo is to-day.

Let us stop for an instant Vo con-
eider the future map of Canada. From
Cape Breton Vo Lake Superlor, Vhe
viole country wi»l have beoue a
laind ftlman~rrnvfl French. It


