
ELLA MA Y

mpressive blackc forefinger at ber,
Du b. a good gal,' an' say 1 Ves,
in,' an' 'No, ma'aml,' ta de ladies,"
Ella May', sitting Up inl the white
that was so much toc, big for her,
i tightly clasped bands and startled

faltered out a quavering IlYes,
LM.
abel wondered bow the Nurse.în-
rge coulti resist taking the child
cr arma and hushing the frigbtened

out of ber face. But nurses in
e hospitals have littie time, as Isa-
;con discavereti, for *1motbering "
the most attractive babies. And

one was far froin being attractive,
n litti. face, witb eyes tliat seem-
,) fill up haIt the space in it, fuzzy
k bair, and a body> that was a mere
of bornes. IdRickets," ber hiator>'

idparents bath dead, conaump-
A terrible inheritance they left

tii poor baby.
iat firet day waa ver>' long to both
May' and Miss Mathewaan. Isabel
sti with carbalic and w-ater till her
; anti back acbed, carried trays,
ked out crumba from the betia, and
ed again ; lightened spreads andi
more trays.
Iast the day was endeti, anti whis-

ig IlGood-night " to Ell. May,
whom she had spent ber few apare
ients, she went off to her own
andi then took ber tireti imba ta

[t iuigkt have been warse," she
herself as sh. droppeti off ta sleep
a itte
rerytbing seemed brighter tbe next

The girls greeteti ber at break-
with cheery "Goati mornings,"

she diti not feel herself quit. such
atcast as she b.d at te. tbe night
'e, when tbey b.d aIl atareti si]-
as sbe madie ber appearance.
iesun was shining into the warti
i dy nurses came on, anti Ella
greeteti ber with the sweetest
smele imaginable.

V'ou dear,' said Isabel, Idare you
to se. me ? andi Ella May srnileti
il and said, "Yes, ma'am."I
rhat cbild's to goati ta live or
she isn't human,» said the aigbt

nurse who waa passing off at that
moment, whicb matie Isabel hug the
little black face ta ber and cast an in-
dignant glance at the back of the un-
consciaus offender.

"49Wbat a abame," she murmiured
wratbfully, and tben smiled at bier own
anger. - Neyer minc, Eh.a M\ay, yOU
and 1 are frientis, aren't w.?ý" «she
said, IIand you are going to get bet-
ter, only not too soon, fo r l'd be
loneîy." Then sbe rushied off to wash
ber fourteen patients, and Eh.a May
watched ber ail morning withi big, .Wist-
fui eyes.

The month of lsabel's probationl
flew b>' like the proverbial lightriing,
but made littie change in Ell. May's
condition. Isabel learnt ta acour a
bath and make a beti with a rapidit>'
that astonibieti herseif; ta take terr-
peratures anti go up anti clown the
ward in a way that was neither uwalk
nor run, but " nurses' gait," as une of
tbe girls infarmeti ber. It ma>' not
have been pretty-sabel scorneti it a
gooti deal wben first she noticeti it,
but it certainly took one over the
grounti at a marvelous rate of %peed.
Then ane joyful day abe gaI ber cap
and was sent down to tbe Childieni's
Ward as IdSecond Assistant."

" It's like a lovely boarding school."
she wrote borne ta ber faoeîly, Ilont>'
with heaps more work andi lots more
liberty. 1 neyer hati such fun in ail
my life befère, anti the girls are so
joli),. Il

"lImagine Isabel liking boartiing
achoal," was the general exclamation
of the famil>' when tbey reati this, anti
then, except for ber weekly letter, Isa-
bel passeti froni tbeir tives.

But if sbe was fargotten in ber
home ber popularit>' at the haspital
aught ta have equalizeti matters,
tbougii Isabel went ber way serenel>'
unconscious of the admiration se
excited. She went fram warti ta ward
as the year wore on, meeting the houa.
tiactors, anti accepting their attentions
with the catm tiignity whicb beltngeti
ta ber. It neyer occurreti ta ber that
there was anything emtraartiinary in
the fact, that a tioctor was always at


