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hcerless enough, but hee is a whole
land without a child's laugh in it. Cab-
ins fuli of children and ne boisterous
glee. No need te teil theso young-
stars te bc quite. Tie faminc has tam-
cd their restless spirits, and they crouch
around the bit of peut fire without utter-
ing a word. Often ihey do not lock a
second timo at the stranger Who comes
into thcir desolato cabin.

M*y personal investigations proved
that. th misery thut My witnessos have
oudied is not exceptional but repre-
sentative; thut tho Jrish peasant is nei-
ther indolent ner iniprovident, but that
he is the victim of laws without mery,
thut without mercy arc enforced, and
m'ny studie.s, furtherinore, foracd me to
helieve that tha poverty I saw, and the
sorrow and the wretchedness arc the
predotermined resuits of the prolmedi-
tated policy of the British Governmcnt
in Irelanti ta drivolior people into exile.

'This, alse, I believe and say-that
%reland does not suir bcause of var-
population, but because cf over-spolia-
tion, because she has too many landterds
Md not enough land-owners.

Irish Landlordism is in the docic te-
day, charged with the high cime and
nisdomeanor of ruining a great people.
I a one of the jiuy that hs sat and
takzen evidence. "Gilty or not guilty ?"
My verdict is-Guwryv Tha Irish peo-
ple willi never ba prosperous until Irish
Landlordism is abolished.

Lot me say a few words te my audit-
ors of American birth.

.A.mericans believe that it is England
that iles lreiand, and that tho irish in
Irhand enjoy the same rights Uhat the
English onjoy in Engliand. The belief
is an crror. England dcloegaUts the most
important of aLI legislativa power-
the power of taxation-te the albsentee
landtord; and ha assigns the odious task
of impoveriishing his people te his irre-
sponsible ageits. The Iish andlord is
a little local Pltagenet wit no sain-
tn'y foar' ofa vote by stranguilation ; and
thBriltihGovernent is only his vassal
and his exccutionier.

The Irish laidiloid has no mare pity
for his tenant than the shark has for
the sailor who falls between bis jaws. If
Shakspero had kînwn theum he wonl
have mado Shylock an Irish ladilord.
If Dante had sean the misery that these

misarants have wrought, as my owni
cycs have seon itin the West of Ireland,
ha would hava gone thora ta colleet
more lurid pictures of human wretched-
nss than he coneived in his Inferno.

Froni 1847 te 1851 one million andi a
hlIf of tua Irish people perished foni
fbmine and the fevers that it spawnied.
This hideous crime lias beau demonstrat-
cd by a inan whose love of Ireland no
muain questioned, ind whose niowledge
of lieri history no man doubted-Joliii
Miteliel.

These victiis of laindiord greed and
British power were as deliberataly put
te death as if caei one of thmin ad bea
forced te momt the stops of a scaoliod.
And why? Te save a worse than feudal
system of land tenure--for' it is the feu-
dal systei st.ripped of overy dity that
feudalism reccgnized-the corpse that
breeds pestilence after the spirit that
gave protection has fled-a feudal sys-
tom tuat cvery Christian nation, except-
inîg lEnIgland only, lias beln compilled
te aboiish in the interests Of civilization.

Now, what are the duties of tle
friends ofIreland ? Our first duty is to
fRed the people who are starving. If [
have opened your hearts, I beg of you
that yon wil not say "God help them !"
Just help thom yourselves. They don't
need more praycrs. They nod more
ncal.

I trust thatI have shown you to-night,
by the testimony of more than 10,000
witnessds, that the accounits of the Irish
Iamine bave not beon exaggerated n
America. I know that not one-tcnth
of the sud triutis have beeitold about it.
It is tric, I hope, that nat mrc than a
score or mre of peasants have diecd
frin hunger, Tua eogans of the
landilords say so and it is almost the
only trutih that they have told. No
thanks te the laIndords for their mercy i
If the people bad depended ou the land-
lords for help ln this thir time of need
-one hundred thousand of thienm would
lie mou Ide ri ng in the graves from
which tue charity of Aistralia, and Can-
ada, and America, have rescued themi.

31y statisties were brought down to
the 1st of Marci. But the latestdes-
patehes froin Ireland by cable show that
tho distress is not doereasing but inereas-
ing. The bishops anl the priests whon
I met a who wrote ta me beforo I


