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knowledge of human nature, we are so old fashioned, that ve must doubt whe-
therthey poswssthe potency which can disain real sorrow of its sting, _ dispel
the dark cl'oûdIthat overshadow the habitations of woe. or calm the agony of
guilt, wheni-émorse a-d shanie storm ý the boso. There are many houts with
some people, when héfwflçTreifctin, the pointed wit,' the fascinating
delineations of the'neuéofWaverleyand some of bis compeers :nay be very
advantageously enplojéd WhUit&Iorius study, or the fatigues of prac-
tical exertion have exhausted ti.r the body, it may be a refresh-
ment to both to spend an hour wit' M-ate as Scott,- and -ur own admired
Cooper. But when this hope of tck'aton and refrcshment, is e-nverted into a
dependance for substantial aliment, or OFaent remedy in disease, it becomes

-danigerous. Those green and shady spots t-bat skirt the highway, may frequently
invite c weary traveller, and may afford him much of comfort,,but if he linger
longupon themn, his journey will be very unprafitably prosecuted d-if he reposes
there for a'Iengths of time hie will find that bis limbs grow stiff, lihel ll'ose
saome reili for tht orostecution of bis way ; perchance reptiles may sting and
poison hlm, and that which might have been a momentary gain becomes a per-
manent evil If none but those wehose minds were wcll stored and wehose timse
was laboriauslyfsdled, rend works of fiction teire would be es dangerin them, or
rather we nmay say t-lire would be a less sum of usefulness subtraeted froms their
influence. With a great proportion t-hey constitute the only Ikind of study. Their
evident tendency is ta promote a morbid sensibility, and a disrelish for those
authors, who not only enlighten the understanding but animate and guide the
heart as well as regulate tht passions. At any rate we have been m ot sadly mis-
taken if " when the whole head is sort, and the wholt sick," they have
poweer ta allay Uic anguish of the ont, or thbe throbbings of the athler. A little
dullotes sof t spirits t-bey nmay overcame, and they may fil1 up an hour of ian--
guor, but wehen real sorrow tortures the basom and lin the absence cf that com-
fart whicL nothing but religion can give, and the spirit of tie Gospel can con-.
vey, it is ini vain to tel! us that novel reading can relieve thle distress. When
t-be tenderest bonds are severed and the grave closes upon departed loveliness
and worth, when tht soul sighs under tht sense of human corruption, and the
consciousness of gult corrodes the peace, whi will prescribe, who wil expect
ta fnd the tale of fiction tither a palliative or a cure? When " Itht whole head
is sick and tht wbole heart falnt," another Physician mst be sought, another
balh sil be requred.-Auburn Gospel Messenger.

FUaEKNOowLEDGE.

eo F.eview of Warton's Death Bed Scenes,, in'' the Christ ian
Remembrancer.

How to reconcile t-be foreknoweledge cf God with tht free-will of mani, is a
probltm which tht wisest have confessed their inability to salve; and his secret
counsel, whereby he bas constantly decreed, in bis everlasting purpose, accord-
ing ta is foreknowsledge, ta save the elect, and ta condeon the reprpbate, ls
justly numbered amongs t the most abstruse doctrines of theology. ,Thtse nre
depths whic ec cannot fathm rrith t ie short ine of human fesoay. "Such
knowledge is too weondea and excellent for us. We cannot at-tain nto is."
Yet, when men bewilde themselves iun these labyrinths, and peret ui pe-
tical lessons of tht blestd charter of aur hopes, by their curious subhaleties upon
these diffitult points cf aur fait-h , iot unmeaning precepts, with ehic it ls
either impassible or unnecessary for us ta compli; we are bound in charty to


