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ants, 115,000,000; Greok Church, 84,000,000; Jowe,
8,000,000, and 856,000,000 lying in darkness, with
ne knowledge of God, and no hopo of heaven,
856,000,000 ! Think of it well, sisters, and then
say, ‘* What is my duty.” ‘Tho wholo heathen
world is orying to ua for aid, There never wero
greater needs, nor greater opportunities for work
than now, "There are millions perishing while we
rest at ease. Tho death-rate in China is one mil-
lion a month, "There is need for Christians to
arouso. Tho doors are opening all over the
heathen lands,

The following pitiful eall from India, is takon
from a Madras journal:—

“ Weary are we of empty creeds,
Of deafening calls to faithless deeds;
Weary of priests who cannot pray,
Of guides who show no man the way ;
Weary of rites, wiso mnen condemn;
Of worship linked with Just and shamo;
Weary of customs, blind enthroned,
Of conscience trampled, God disowned;
Weary of mcn in sections cleft,
And hinder life of love bereft,
Womaun debased, no more a queen,
Net knowing what she once has been;
Weary of babbling about birth,
And of the mackery men call mirth;
Weary of life not understood,
A battle, not a brotherhood.
Weary of Kaliyuga yeers,
I'rightened with darkness, chaos, fears,
Life is an ill. The sea of births is wide,
And wo are weary;
Who shall be our guide:”

Japan calls us. She has six Buddhist prieste to
overy Christian, and yet there is hardly a more pro-
mising fiold for work. With all her idolatry and
suporstition, Jupan is slowly comi. = {o the light.
When once Jupan is cunquered, we have done much
toward China. Theso are sv closely connocted,
first, yeoaraphically; second, by their languages—
the Japaneso hz ..g adapted much of tho idioms of
the Chinese language, that what affects one must
affect the other, Then “*a little leaven loavenoth
the whole lump,” so the teaching of our Master will
sproad through those lands. What is to be our
share in this spreading?

Wa can givo our tiwme, our prayers, our monoy.
In giving, the Chincse and Japanese put to shame
other Christians, In Japan, the wages average ten
cents per day, and yot in 1801, Japancse converts
gave to missionaries, §27,000.

There has been a great furward movement in For-
eigu Mission work during the past fifteon or twenty
years, but sisters and friends, who are with us to-
day, there is still work for you and for mo, and for
every one, Can we neglect it? If we shut our
bearts to the crying needs of the great pagan world,
how can we claim that the love of God dwells in us.

Ged grant that we ail may arouse to our oppor-
tunities, and be woirking, and ready for any work
God sends us,

Then when wo meot our Master, we shall hear
him say, “ Well done,” and wo will enjoy life
more and heaven better, for having worked in
spreading the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

¢« Tet us do with our might
What our hands find to do.”

Swusig B. Forp.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWELRS.

Q. What is the carth’s population 1

A. Abont one bitlion five hundred million,

Q What number worship idols ?

A. About nino hundred millions.

Q. What is tho proportion of preachers in this
country to those in the foroign field 1

A. ‘The proportion is five hundred to one.

Q. How many conversions in the heathen world
in the pasc hundred yoars ?

A, About throe million, and that is not the
measure of all the good that has been done.

Q. What i the cause of so much indifference
to this great work?

A. Dr. Duff boldly asserted that tho greates
hindrance to missions was the ‘* apathy of the
Christian ministry.”

Q. What amount is spent annually for the
evangelization of this counlry?

A. About cighty millions of do!lars.

Q. How much doos this country givo to foreign
missions]

A. About five millions annually.

Q. How much did our peoplo give to foreign
missions last year?

A. Tor cloeven months thoy gave $60,355 01.

Q. Through what agency do wo work in the
foreign field?

A. Through the Foreign Christian Missionary
Socioty.

Q. How many missivnaries, malo and female.
havo we in the foreign field?

A, Sixty-two,

Q. How many native helpers?

A, Sixty-two, making in all 124,

Q. How wmany principal stations have wo?

A. Twenty-four.

Q. How manyg out-stations?

A. Thirey-five.

Q. What fields do wo cultivate?

A, India, Japan, China, Turkey, England, and
Scandinavia. ‘

Q. Wien was this work organized?

A. 1o 1875.

Q. To whom should contributions be sent?

A. To A, McLeaavn, Cor. Sec., P O. Box, 750,
Cincionati, O.

Q. How many churches aided this work last
year?

A. Ono thousand two hundred and fourteen.

). What should be the motto of vvery Christian
in respect to this work?

A, ¢ Go or send.”

AN INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF
DISCIPLES.

The Geuoral Convention which assembled in
Ohicago in September received through W, T.
Moore an invitation from brethren in Eugland to
hold sn International Conference of Disciples in
London in 1896. A committee was uppointed,
consisting of B. B. Tyler, New York, Chairmun ;
J. H. Garrison, editor of the Christivn Evangelist,
St. Lonis, and C. P. Williamson, editor of the
Southern Christian, Atlanta, Georgia, to consider
the practicability of such a convoeation, and report
to the next General Convention in Richmond,
Virginia, in October, 1804, -

The purpese of this card is to call the attention
of Disciples in all parts of-the world, but especially
in the United States and Canada, to thisinvitation
from the Baglish brothren, and invite correspond-
enco,

This international gathering, if held, will be for
conforenco, not at all for tho trausaction of busi-
ness. It will be a conferenco in tho legitimate nso
of the word, and only a confereuco.

ft is thought that Disciples can be called togother
from the United States, Canada, Evglaud, Scot-
land, Scandinavia, France, India, China, Japan,
Africa, Australia, New Zealsnd, Queensland and
the West Indies, to take connsel together concern-
ing the kingdom of our Gad in the capital of Chris-
tendom, the city of London. Why not? What
do you think?

Your friend and brother,

B. B, TyLer.
323 . 56th St., New York,

PUHE RELIGIOUS FOSSIL.

Oh, yee, wo know all about religious fossils ! Wo
have soen scores and hundreds of thom. The
church is full of them  There are lots of thom in
our church, There is Deacon Swith, and Brother
Brown, and Sister Greon, and—

Wait a minute; not so fast. Evidently you do
not catch wmy idea. True, thers may bo a fow
fossils insido the Christtan Church; we won't deny
it.  But the great majority of thom are outside
the church. They exist in varivus spiritual sirats
that have beon brought to light by the upheaviay
of mighty revivals, or luid bare by tho actiou of
the ceasoless tide of truth. In short, they aro the
mon and women who hear the gospel week aftor
week, year after yoar, and who believe it, too, dut
who neglect or refuse to act upon it. Your gos-
pel-hardoned hearer, but not doer, of the werd,
whother in the church or out of it,—he is your
true religious fosail,

You know how some {ossils are formed,~do you
not! Some dead organic matter, a dry boue, or a
shell, or the trunk of a fallen tree, becoming buried
in a bagormarsh, gradually decays, Atthesamotimo
the fluids in the earth, acting upon the dead organ-
ism, roplace its particles with their own minerals or
sults, Whero the prucess is complete, the organic
matter i3 wholly consumed, and we have in its
stead an exact counterpart in lifeless stono.

The very fluids which, coming in contact with a
live organism like the root of a growing tree, or
the digostive organs of an acimal, are transformed
into living tissue, and give new vigor and life,
when they come in contact with that which is dead
ounly serve to complete its destruction, and to trans-
form it into a type of the most utter lifoleseness,

Do we not ofton seo a liko process gauing on in
the spiritual world 1 ‘The gospol of Christ coming
into contact with a living mind,—that is, an eager,
attentive mind,—and being received and assimil-
ated, becomes the source of a new and larger life.
Bus thero is nothing in the world that will produce
such hopeless spiritual potrifaction as the coustant
neglect of the truth wo hear and believe. 'The
sanie divine truth that is in the ono case n ¢ savor
of lifo unto lifo,” is in the other a *‘ savor of death
unto death.”

Now lus is abovo all things else tho danger that
besots us in America to-day—the danger of becom-
iLg 8o accustomed to the sound of truth that it
shall harden instead of arousing us, Theso very
privileges that wo enjoy, the regilar preaching of
tho gospel, the Lord’s day worship, the study of the
Bible, the constant appeal of duty, may become a
gource of ovil instead of good. A man may got 8o
in the habit of hearing the truths of tho gospel pre-
sonted to him and resisted by him; he may hear
tho message of duty and promise so -often, and so
ofton neglect to act upon it,—that by and by truth
becomes meaningless to him, it finds no real en-
tranco into his heart, but falls on the outside of
him, like rain on a rock or snow on the roof. In
Central Africa, where the Gospol comes as a now
revelation, this daugor is unknown ; but here in
America, where the Gospel has been proclaimed
overy Lord's day fur more than two centnries, and
wheore the church bell is heard in every hamlet, the
danger is real and insidious,

Aro there uot an ong the regular attendants at
almost every church many like Tennyson’s North-
ern fatmner, who gaid of the parsons :

“An’ I hallus comed to’s choorch afeor my Sally wue

dea

An’cerd un & bummin’ awaay loike a buzzard-clock
ower my yead,

An’ I niver knaw’d whet a mean’d but I thowt a’ad
summut to saay,

An’ L thowt a said whot a owt to ' said an’ I comed
sway,”

Do not the lines express a too common experi-
enco of almost every one? We talk about the
duner of becoming hardened in siun; but there is
another danger-~the danger of becoming serinon-
hardened. Aund that is a danger to which the re-
spectablo churchgoors of Amcrica are peculiatly
liable.

How is the danger to bo avoided? ¢ Bo ye doors
of the word, not heavers unly.” There is no dun-
gur if we always act upoun the truth we hear. Then
do the truth, uot merely think aboue it. Will
imayinary consecration bring tho power of Christ
into your soul to vitalize and redeem it! Do the
trath, not merely talk about it. Will words, aow-
ovor, eartest or wise, strengthen tho church of
Christ, or help in the accomplishment of hor work?
Do the truth. Do it yourself, net wait for others,
not complain of others, not uven sou other 10 work,
but up and about it yourself, up and about it now.
— Rev. George LI, Hubbard in 8. 8. L'imes,
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