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THE GOOD NEWS

wost, that ¢ while the earth remaineth,” | earthly as well as haavenly good is alons

dayand night, seed-time and harvest shall
16t cease. It is not always to remain.
Bit there is a covenant whose blessings
never fade :— things present and things
to come” are alike seeured to &ll within its
bond. Happy indeed are they who take
bold of it! death shall not terminate their
enjoyments, bul enhanee and augment
them. But folly unutterable it is to rest
in a temrporary, fading portion, when by
faith in the Saviour we might be assured
no less of earth than of heaven, and of
heaven than of earth. To whom is the
world promised? It is to them that are
Christ’s, it is said, “ All things are yours.”
“Beek fist, sai@ Christ, the kingdom of
God and His righteousness, and all thes®
things shall be added unto you,”

8. The subject instructs us in the value
both of personal and of social sighteous-
ness. Indirectly, thousands reap the fruils
of Noab’s faith—themselves strangers te
his piety—and blessings innumerablecrown
the lot of the irreligious for righteous men’s
sake. But if the explanation, as we have
seen, of the apparent failure of the promise
in our test, be that God has, while assur-
ing us cf Jay and night, and summer and
winter, reserved in his hands the rights of
a moral admivistrator, we learn where to
place the blame of unpropitious seasons—
whather backward springs, or deficient
harvests. It is sin that is the canse. It
is the prayerlessness and unthankfulness
and ungodliness of mien. These seal up,
the heavens-—these bring the moth, the |
caterpillar, the worm, the rust—God's
great army, the ministers of his displeasure.
I do not assert that personal righteousness
or social is the title to life. Life in the
Jull senze of the term is the gitt of God
through Jesus Cbrist. No sinner may
hope for it otherwise. Uanion to him, as
has just boen said, i.s the tenure by which

held. 8till, with persona! and sosial righ-
teousness a4 the fruit of faith; the promise
eonneets both private and public prosperity.
We rhust give proofs of fhith;. our walk
must bé with God, by faith. We have
seen: that Noah was a rightecus man; not
in the sense of being a believer only. And
in many a passage of the Word of God we
find the truth illustrated that rightaousness,
in. the scnse of holy living and holy welk-
ing, exalts, whether the individual or the
nation. Wae conciude with a few proofs,
out of many. Hear Isaish. How deseribes
he the man who has around him the evar-
lasting arms? Chap. =zxxiit.: «“He that
walketh righteously and speaketh u)
rightly; he that despisoth the gain of op-
pressions, that shaketh hiz hands from
holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears.
from hearing. of blood, and shutteth his
eyes from seeing evil; ke shall dwell on
bigh: ks place of défence- shall be the.
muaitions of rocks: bread:shall be given.
bim ;. his waters shall be sure.” And of a
land or people, as of an individual, hear
Hosea,.or Joel, or Malachi. The first, after
this threatzning of jndgment on idolatry,
«Therefore will I return, and take away
my corn in the time thereof—my wine—
my wool-—my fiax"—thus assures and
comforts his nation in conneetion with a
time of revival and reform: ¢ will take
away the names of Baalim: out of her
mouth. . . And in that day will I make a
covenant for them with the beasts of the
field; . . and I will break the bowand the
sword, and make them to lie down safely.
. Thou shalt kuow the Lord. Awud it
shali coms to pass in that diy,. E will hear,
saith the Lord, I will hear the hLeavens,
aud they shall hear the earth; and the
earth shell hear the corn, and the wine,
and the oil; and they shall hear Jezreel.”
So Malachi (chap. iii.), The nation had
been cursed with a curse—the prophet



